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Rudolph Windsor was bom in Long Branch, New 
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Masters Degree and is a candidate for his doctorate at the 
University of Metaphysics. 
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much formal education and spiritual knowledge as one is 
able. He says that, "if a formal education is not probable 
at any given time, then read as many books as you can 
and keep an open mind." Furthermore, he insists thai 



through "prayer, meditation and patience* ynu will 
discover who you really arc and tap the power that is deep 
within you." In addition, lie lias four sons and a daughter. 

His motive for writing, this book was, "to reveal 
additional information concerning what really transpired 
two thousand years ago in Roman-dominated Judca- 
Palcstine." Professor Windsor is a strong advocate of the 
economic and cultural development of the Afro-American 
community. In serving the community, he has been a 
member and president of various organizations. To name 
a few. he was a delegate to the Black Power Conference 
in 1968 and was designated a delegate on behalf of the 
oppressed Ethiopians to meet with Mr. Makoncn, an 
official of the Ethiopian Mission h> ihu UN in the early 
1070*1. 

Moreover, Mr. Windsor is (he muhor of JIv<j books; 
and in 1986» be formed his own company called the 
Windsor Golden Series. Over the years, Professor 
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lectures at congregations, organizations, universities and 
has traveled to Europe, the Middle East and Africa, 



JUDEA TREMBLES 
UNDER ROME 

The untold details of the Greek and Roman military 
domination of Palestine during (he time 
of Jesus of Galilee. 

Rudolph R Windsor 



Windsor Golden Series 
P.O. Box 310393 
Atlanta, GA31131 



Find Edition 

Copyright 01994 by Rudolph R. Windsor 
(paperback) 

Second Printing, 1997 

Third Priming, 1999 

Fourth Printing, 2004 



AIL rights reserved, including right of reproduclion in 
whole or in part in any farm or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, 
recording or by an information storage and retrieval 
system. No part of this book may be reproduced 
without permission in writing from the publisher. 
Inquiries should be addressed to Windsor Golden 
Series, P.O Box 310393, Atlanta, GA 3 113 1 . 

Manufactured in the United States of America 
ISBN: 0-962088 1 -2-9 (paperback) 



Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 93-9498® 



Aden w ledgemen ts 



I want lo take this time- to express my warmest 
thanks to Maurice E. Kennedy, Jn who committed 
his untiring Lime, labor and interest to the 
publication of this book. He was indeed a blessing 
from Heaven. Second, !o my very close and dear 
friend and wife, Mary L. (Robinson) Windsor who 
rendered her dedicated assistance in all phases of 
the production of this book. I express ray sincere 
and tender gratitude. Also, special thanks go out to 
Valerie Rogers who contributed her efforts in 
relationship to the arrangement of the tide and 
embellished the final touches to the sketches. 

I would be remiss is I didn't acknowledge 
Cole Windsor, my brother, who provided me with 
expert information o)3iverning the structure of the 
ancient Temple in Jerusalem, His extensive 
knowledge pertaining to Judaic laws and customs 
proved to be very invaluable. Last, but not lease, I 
would like to thank Cole Windsor and Maurice 
Kennedy, Sr. who accompanied me to the Holy 
Land to explore Jerusalem, Jericho, Masada, the 
Dead Sea, the Galilee area etc. 



Foreword 



The reason why the author wrote this book is 
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his expressed desire that people of all persuasions 
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economic circumstances thai plagued the 
occupants of ancient Judca/Pakstinc and the 
surrounding geography. 
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PriTuce 



I wrote this book with the idea in mind that I would 
expand into a different area thai was not covered in my 
previous books- I must confess Unit the rest-arch has 
been laborious, requiring the reading of ninny, many 
books., cheeking and recheeking,, reading luun zU'k-r luiur. 
day after day t month after month and year after year. 
The research extended long after midnight until the eyes 
became tired and the body yearning for a diversion. This 
book required a sacrifice so great that I care not to 
mention here. For many yv,us. I postponed the writing 
of this liook knowing tli;it some people woutd not take a 
liking to the content, 1 ;, Fiut, sonic force kept urging me 
onward to undertake this project. As time elapsed,. 1 
realized that new ideas are not readily accepted, 
nevertheless. One must stand up lor what one believes 
especially when the facts art- mvr whelming. If sortie 
people :irt- hurl because of what I have written, it was not 
my desire to do sn. 

After the. Civil war in this country, I am certain that 
many White southerners were hurl because they had lost 
their precious wealth irt slaves, and no doubt, they 
became very bitter because their ego was deflated, not 
having the authority over the Black man as they once 
had. If some people shall .nay that I shouldn't have 
written this book, because it hurts some people, then I 
s;iy die North should have, never fought the Civil war, 
because it hurt the southerners. 

In view of this, if we ean learn from the past, correct 
(he mistakes which we inherited from our ancestors, 
search for the good which has been licquealhed to us, 
take and practice it ill our dairy Ikes; then, if we do this, 
we shall make our contribution to a more wholesome 
society and a better wor ld. 

There is so much more thm 1 emild have written^ 
however, in this writing, space and time docs not permit. 



Sometimes, wc don't get the opportunity to finish 
everything that we would like l» have completed; as a 
result, we have to finish it in she nuxt incarnation, J shall 
see yew then, 



Peace 
Rudolph R, Windsor 
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Judean Hebrews from Upper Scn^al West Adieu 

These men are the descendants of the ancient Judean 
nation. Their ancestors fled from Jerusalem before the 
arrival of the Roman armies which were under the 
command of Vl; kin and General Titus in 70 A,D. 



vi 



CHAPTER 1 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE SECOND 
TEMPLE PERIOD 



Part One 

In order to understand the period of the Second 
Temple (332 B.C. - 73 A.D.) it is absolutely necessary for 
me lo give you (he historical background dial led up to 
the events in the life of Jesus and Pontius Pihite. 
Without this background, it is very difficult to understand 
the Judean people. When there is no background, it is 
like watching the end of a movie without seeing ihtr. 
beginning. 

The last name of the nation of the Israelites was 
called Judea and this name was derived from the tribe of 
Judah- This tribe was the ruling tribe, and the 
descendants of King David came from this tribe, which 
was located in the southern halt of the nation, For this 
reason, the people of this area were known as Judea ns 
or Jews, Hereinafter, I shall use [hi* name, Judean*, to 
refer to this people. 

In the fourth century, (c, 332 B.C.) Alexander* the 
Great coimuerk'd the I hen known woild. The empire of 
this Greek ruler included Asia Minor (Turkey), the entire 
Middle East and Egypt, After Alexander's death, his 
empire was divided among his top four generals, 
Cassander ruled Macedonia, Lysimachus ruled Thrace 
(eastern Greece), Ptolemy ruled Egypt, and Selcueus 
ruled Syria and Babylon, These four generals established 
dynasties in their particular areas. As a result of (he 
Greek conquest of the Middle East, this entire area 
became Hellcnized; that is, the people of the conquered 
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dat ions were forced to adopt the idol gods and culture of 
the Greeks. In the Middle East, many of the Greek 
soldiers remained (here to support iheir generals. 

At this time, the Greek kings of Egypt and Syria 
influenced many Judeans lo adopt Greek customs and 
idol gods and the Hellcnizcd Judeans in Jerusalem 
abrogated the laws of Moses. A Judean Bcnjamite by 
the name of Otlias Mercians wanted to be high priest- so 
he went to Syria and asked the Greek king. Ant knJhis IV 
to assist him to acquire that office. An tioehus agreed to 
do it providing that he keep his promise to give hint a 
large sum of money. Then ihe king dispatched a large 
detachment of troops to accompany Mcnelaus back to 
Jerusalem to guarantee that he would be installed as high 
priest. 

The majority of [tie Judeans were not only angry that 
a member of the Hellenist pagan party was made high 
priest, but a ho angry because a BenjamStc, not of the 
family of Aaron, was installed in that office. It is written 
in 1 he law of Moses thai only ;i male of I lie offsprings or 
the tribe of Levi and of the family of Aaron can be ihe 
high priest. In protest against Mcnelaus and bid pagan- 
Hcllenis! party, thousands of Jerusalem ites fled the city 
and dwelled in the wilderness of Judea and in the Jordan 
River area around the Dead Sea. 

In the year 169 B.C. t Antii.Khi.is decided 1o attack 
Egypt After his military campaign (here, he returned 
through Judea and heard that his supporter (Mcnelaus), 
the leader of the Heltenized political party, was engaged 
in a civil war against those Judcans who believed in 
practicing the laws of God. Antiochus attacked 
Jerusalem, entered into the Holy of Holies of Ihe 
Temple, displayed contempt for the God of Israel, 
removed Ebe table, the golden altar, the candlestick and 
the golden vessels. Moreover, Antiochus declared that 
he had seen in the Temple the statue of the law giver. 
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Moses, sitting on an ass who had given ihe Judcans 
inhuman laws, lo keep Lliem separated from other 
people. The Greek-Syrians resented these black Judcans 
because the latter had a God, laws which prevented or 
prohibited them to violate the Sabbath, to cat unclean 
food, to worship idol gods and to engage in sexual orgies. 

Another Lie disseminated by the Greek-Syrians relates 
the following stories; le was reported that AntiewJuis saw 
tn the Temple of Jerusalem a Greek siting on a bed 
begging to be released, as it was a custom of the Judea ns 
to kill a Greek onee a year and feed on his intestines and 
vowing hatred against all Greeks. 

After Antiochus returned to Syria, he felt very 
humiliated because the Roman Senate ordered him to 
cu-aw his attacks on Egypt, Moreover* he felt that the 
Judcans gloated over his degradation and he became 
more and more angry because he had to pretend 
friendship with the Romans, In the most vicious ways, he 
began to unleash his cruelties against [he Judea ns. 
Antiochus ordered bis deputy Apoltoinius to Jerusalem 
and on a Sabbath, the Greek troops uruLked ihe people, 
killed men, youths, took women and children prisoners 
and sold them into slavery. Furthermore, these fierce 
Greek troops burned many buildings in the city and as a 
result of this disasler. many Levitts ;ind priests lied from 
the city. Soon after, Anttoehus issued an order to all the 
towns of Judaea h to give up the laws of their Clod and to 
sacrifice to Greek gods; 

Antiochus decreed that unclean uniiiials. should be 
used as a sacrifices. Under harsh punishment, he 
prohibited ihe keeping of ihe Sabbath, circumcision and 
the eating of clean food. All these laws, distinguished 
ihe Judc:m> from tbeoihir luiion*. Circumcision would 
easily be detected because ihe Greek performed their 
athletic games naked. They had no virtue for chastity oi 
modesty. The idol god Jupiter-Zeus was placed on the 
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These lirhiijpijtn Jitdtan boy* jrc praying at itm Western Wall in 
Jcmsjleuv; they are v^jrii^ phylacteries and juajfcf shav* as their anceMora 
d«l 2000 ycara agrt. TTicse and oihtf lava ami cuslomi. ihc C ;rwb prcrtithKd 
wtic.ii ificp invwJedl Jutlea. 
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altar in Jerusalem and unclean sacrifices were made in 
his honor. He in rich Graetz tells us in his monumental 
book: "Death threatened all tUnsc who openly confessed 
Judaism* and they dared not call themselves Judcans." 
Opcnty, the Judcans could calf themselves only Greeks. 1 



Full Scale RtliL'lluin In JiinliM 

A number of successive events were operating in 
Judca which contributed to the rebellion; 

1. The constant attacks of Greek troops. 

2. The sate of the people into slavery, 

3. The forcing of the Judcans to fight to the death 
as- gladiators. 

4. The Greek urging of people to participate nude 
in the Greek Olympic games in the sight of the 
Temple in Jerusalem. 

5 . The i ncrc asing number of Judcans apostates and 
heretics, called Hellenists who sided with the 
Greeks. 

6. The Greek al wl itio a of the law of Moses 1 and t he 
substitution of idol god worship with the sacrifice 
of LindLTm animals. 

All these factors were operating concomi lantly to 
bring the rebellion to the boiling point. The Greek 
Syrian commander came to the town of Modi n, less than 
ten miles north of Jerusalem, and proclaimed to Judeans 
to forsake the law of Moses and become idolaters. 
Mattitluas. ;md bis five sons, (ihe most famous was Judah 
Mnecabcc) refused lo obey the Greeks, he veiled with a 
loud voice* "Whoever is zealous for the law, and 
whosoever wishes lo support the Covenant, follow me.* 
They attacked all the Greek troops, tied to the Caves in 
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[he hi I Ik. and I here they planned their strategy. After 
numerous Judcans joined their ranks, Judah Maccabee, 
the leader, engaged many Greek armies and defeated 
(hem. Judah marched his army to Jerusalem and 
subdued many of the Judcan Hellenists there in the 
Temple area. However, the die-hearts secured 
themselves within the walled fortified fortress called the 
Birah or Acrn. later called the Tower of Anton j a. This 
fortress was located on the northwest wall of the Temple 
Mount and could not be taken easily. 

When Judah and his men came into the Temple, I hey 
destroyed the image of (he idol Zeus, which was erected 
on the altar* tore down the statue of Antioehus, removed 
all unclean objects, and purified the entire Temple area. 
All this Judah completed on the 25th day of the Hebrew 
month of Kislev (November) 165 B.C. This rededication 
of the Temple is called Hanukkah or the Feast of Lights. 
ThcFC are two explanations for Hanukkah: The first 
meaning is that only a small container of pure oil was 
found with the seal of thu high priest, enough to last for 
iniL day; however, miraculously, it burned for eight days. 
As a result of this t the Judcans light one candle a day for 
eight days. The second meaning of Hanukkah relates lo 
this story: During the religious persecution of the 
Judcans,, the Greeks didn't permit the people to practice 
the law of Moses; this is to say the light of the Torah 
(law) went out. Bui, because of the victories of Judah 
Maccabee over the Greeks, the light of the Torah can 
now shirle through study and practice- 
As Moses of old was the deliverer of the children of 
Israel from the land of Egypt, Judah Macahcc and his 
brothers were the deliverers or messiahs in the time of 
the Greek-Syrians. Judah and lias brothers brought 
religious and political freedom, he installed God fearing 
men in the Tempk:. In spile of the efforts of Judah, the 
Greek-Syrian soldiers, and the Judcans Hellenists still 
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held the fortified garrison called the Baris or Birah, In 
the begin ni ng of Judah's entry into Jerusalem, he was not 
able to dislodge the Hellenists from that fortress; but 
later, he succeeded, 



The Judean Political Parties 

By the year 160 B.C., there developed three political 
parties among the Judcans. First, there were the 
Hasidirn or pious ones, These adhered to the written 
law, the oral law (transmitted by tradition), as well as the 
enactments legislated to meet the necessity of everyday 
life. Then, there were the Hellenists who held contempt 
for Judcan culture of virtue and introduced the lewd 
customs of the Greeks. These Hellenists were scorned by 
the majority of the people. They included priests., 
Temple officers* and aristocrats who held political and 
military posts in Jerusalem, Finally, there were the 
Hasmoncans; this word is derived from the name 
Hasmonai who was the grandfather of Mattathias. As I 
have mentioned, Matathias was the man who began the 
rebellion against I he Greeks in the town of Modin. He 
had Five sons who played important roles in the rebellion; 
their names are as follows: Judah Maccabee, johanan, 
Simon, Eleazar. and Jonathan, The common denomin- 
ator between the Hasidirn and the Hasmoncans was that 
both believed in the law and the sanctity of the Temple. 
The Hasmoncans believed not only in religious freedom 
hut also in political independence of their country. This 
meant the destruction of ihe Greek-Syrian armies and 
the removal of the puppet Hellenist high priest who was 
appointed and supported by the Greeks, 

Judah Maccabee carried his ideas for complete 
independence to the next stage by attacking the fortress 
of the Hellenists at Jerusalem. The Greeks sent 
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reinforcements to Jerusalem to assist I he Hellenist. 
There ensued a bitter fight and starvation was taking its. 
tt ill 1 1 n JmJak's nif si hut he hi Id not surrender. Finady, 
the Creek general heard had news from hi* capital and 
he had tq discontinue the battle and rush hatk home. 
But, before he departed,, be agreed to give the Judo mis 
religious freedom, he withdrew his support from the 
Judcan Hellenists, he executed the Hellenist high priest, 
Mcne bus; and he no longer required the Judeans to 
sacrifice to the idol god Jupiter. 

The three political parlies I mentioned above: 
Hassidim, Hellenists and Hasmoncans existed in the days 
of the Maccabees, However, later on, there developed 
four other politico-religious parties known as, I he 
Pharisees, Saddueees, Essenes, and Galileans.' 



G trier ill Pr^mpey (65 H,<\) 

After the destruction of the City of Carthage in north 
Africa and the conquest of various tribes in Europe, it 
became the intention of Rome to expand her empire to 
the East. Greece and Asia Minor fell lo the might of 
Rome; and there was no doubt in the mind of many 
eastern states that Syria , Judea Parthia (Persia), and 
Ligypl v:,-.\.\\ k \ Ih- rleSft. As ;s result of a family hud 
between the two Hebrew sons of Alexander Janaeus tor 
the throne of Judaea, the Roman general, Ponipey 
decided against Aristobulus II and supported Hycanus for 
higli priest and leader of the Judeans. Hycanus was the 
elder son and entitled to (he throne, but the real reason 
why Pompey supported him was because he fctt that 
Hyeanus would make a beller puppet for Rome, 
Aristobulus figured that Pompey would not decide in his 
favor for the throne; so he rushed to Jerusalem and 
locked the gates of the City. 
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Pompey limited Jerusalem 



After Pompcy and his legions got into the City, the 
Patriotic Jjdcans locked themselves behind the Temple 
walls. Pompcy realized that he had a major siege on his 
hands and he summoned for his battling rams (engines of 
war) from Tyre. He penetrated ihc Temple wall and 
about ten thousand Judcans lost their lives. The legions 
ol Komi: rushed into the Temple court, wheru no alien 
was Supposed to enter; they killed the priest as they were 
sacrificing before the altar, then Pompcy look the 
audacity to penetrate into the most holy place. He did 
this to ascertain whether or not there were any images of 
a god inside; to his amazement, he didn't find any. 

The invasion of the Roman armies into Judea brought 
the independence of Judea to an end. From this time 
until the total destruction of the City of Jerusalem (in 70 
A-D.) by general Titus, Rome interfered in the social, 
economic, religious and political affairs of Judea on a 
grand scale. General Pompey T deprived Hycanus of his 
royal title and gave him only the high priesthood- The 
previous high priest of the Hasmoncan family held both 
titles of high priest and king. The Romans, prohibited 
the latter title because kingship meant independence and 
independence meant rebellion against Rome/ Generally 
speaking, kingship and rebellion were two things the 
Romans did not tolerate. In fact, Roman history has 
shown that Rome suppressed all rebellions with the 
utmost cruelty. Judea now became a Roman province 
and was made a part of Roman Syria. The Roman 
governor of Syria had a subordinate official under him 
called the procurator. 

The procurators of Judea were Roman officials 
appointed by the emperors, entrusted with the 
management of monetary matters; they possessed 
political and military authority. The most infamous 



procurator was Pontius Pi Sate (25-33 AD) who crucified 
Jesus and many of other Judeans. 

The question now is what was the real reason why the 
Komans executed Jesus. To answer this question and 
others, I will have to give you a lot of background 
information on Hebrew law T customs, traditions, culture 
and history. 



The Messianic Concept 

In ancient Israel* tike other ancient people, the 
Hebrews helieved in the idea of a Messiah. The Hebrew 
word tnnshiah (Messiah, English) means anointed one. 
This meaning developed because the high priests and the 
kings 'n Is nic I win- imoirtiei] with oil. The process of 
anointing in Israel became to mean investing the high 
priest and the king with power and authority (Bxodus 
2^:7; I Sam 16; 1 3). Many of the kings in ancient Israel 
were anointed by the prophets or in Solomon's case, he 
was anointed by the high priest Zadok (I Kings 1:30). 
The kings in Israel were considered messianic kings 
which realty means only anointed kings. 

In many cases in ancient Israel* the head of the state 
or the kings were considered deliverers, redeemers* 
saviors, or rescuers. Such was the case with Moses, who 
with the help of the Creator, delivered the Hebrews, from 
slavery in Egypt. The kings in ancient Israel would lead 
his armies in battle or he would appoint a general to lead 
it. Many times the Creator God would instruct the king 
concerning the halite plan (read Exodus 14; I -31; Nurn, 
31:1-12; Exodus 17:8; Joshua 6:1-21; Judges 3:15 t 6:11- 
7:25; SamJ5;l-9; Jfc]3; [[ Sam. 5:17-25; Joscphus 
Antiquities Book 13.7), With the understanding that the 
kings of Israel were anointed, hence messiahs, the words 
kings and messiahs became synonymous terms. In 
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addition, the chief duties of the kings of Israel were to 
maintain national security, keep and enforce the law of 
Cod, protect the citizenry from foreign invasion, and 
gather together !hc captive dispersed exiles of the J it dean 
people from around the world. 5 These have always been 
the main duties of the leaders, arid kings in ancient Israel. 
nie.se points are Judaic concepts, traditions, history, 
prophesy and law as Llu:y pertain to the Judaic messianic 
kings, 

Now T t realize that other religions and nationalities 
have stipulations concerning the purpose and duties of 
their messiah*. They have that right; just as the Judeans 
have a right to inierprct and believe what the Hebrew 
Scriptures say about the purpose of the Hebrew messiah. 
Most religions of the world have their saviors: En the Far 
East, several religions call him the Avatar, in [slam he is 
called the Madhi; among Christians, he is called the 
Christ, and among most Hebrews and Judeans he is 
referred to as the messiah. According to Hebrew law 
and history, there has always been more than one 
mcssiahr They came at different periods of time when 
the Israelites were under captivity, slavery, oppression, or 
under attack from foreign nations. The Creator would 
send a messiah or savior when thu people cried unto him 
and repented of their wrong doings. Such were the 
samples mentioned in the book of Judges, concerning 
this matter 1 have already mentioned. The Christians 
have one savior only and his name is Jesus Christ. There 
lias l>cen more than one messiah or savior among the 
Hebrews and all of them had different names. All these 
various mcssiahs, kings, saviors and deliverers lived and 
achieved I heir objectives bt-1'oie I he birth of Jesus Christ. 
Some of the Hebrew messiahs were Moses, Joshua, 
Othanicl (Judges 3:9), Ehud (Judges 3:15), Deborah & 
Barak (Judges 4:4-6), Gideon (Judges 6:843), Tola, J air 
(Judges 10:1-3) Jephlah (Judges 11:1-7), Samson (Judges 
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13:1-25), King Saul (1 Sam 15:1*3), David (I Sam IfcU), 
King Hezekiah (II Kings 19:1-37), King josiah (II Kings 
22:1-23:37) Ji id :ih MacciLbce (i3ook of ihc Apocrypha, II 
Maccabees 8:1-36; 10:1-38. Simon, brother of Judas (1 
Maccabees 16:1-10). 

The aforementioned military generals were messianic 
leaders in the sense that they fought captivity, oppression, 
,unl ^Ltliered the Israelite* baek io the is land and to ike 
law of Moses, I repeat, the Judcan concept of the 
messiah is a fighting leader for defense and justice, 
afterwards, he will liring peace. The famous African 
Judcan scholar, Maimonides wrote: *lf there arises a king 
from the House of David wlto meditates on the Torah 
( I aw), oeeu pi e s h i in se If with t he e< )ii una ad mc n ts, obse rves 
the preeeplJi pruseiiJH/d in the written and oral law, 
prevail upon Israel to walk in the way of the Torah, 
fights the battles of the Lord, it may he assumed that he 
is the messiah. If he does these things and succeeds, 
rebuilds the sanctuary (Temple) on its sight, and gather 
the disperse of Israel, he is beyond all doubt the 
messiah,"* Up to this time, events and history have 
demonstrated I hat no Judcan Davidic messiah has arisen 
that fits the above description since the fall of the first 
Temple (586 B.C-)- T The Davidic messiah and his 
kingdom became the foundation and origin of the 
"Kingdom of Heaven" or the "Kingdom of God" concept 
articulated vehemently by later Judeans. 

The Kingdom of God 

Like most conquerors, the brutal Roma as had to 
maintain their luwtiL domination over the Judeans l>y 
sheer force. She dispatched more legions into Judea, 
tailed the people heavily, disregarded the religious 
sensitivities of the people, garrisoned Roman troops 
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inside the; Temple Complex, took down the high priest 
and installed puppet ones (Uncle Toms), and supported 
the half-breed Judean family of Herod to be king. The 
family of Herod was i mere sled in only power arid money. 
He further outraged the moral feeling? of the Judcans by 
having games performed nude in the arenas and gave the 
most important political appointments to his family." 
With frequent oppression and executions by the Roman 
authorities and King Herod, (he anger of the Judean 
people grew more Intense. Many Judcans believed thai 
the dawn of the messianic age was impending and I hat 
God would establish a righteous kingdom that would 
overthrow the persecution of ihe Romans and the 
Herodian family. 

TJil anticipation uf this righteous kingdom (under the 
; is mm. mux and ruL (Wk laws) heeame known us the 
"Kingdom of God," or the "Kingdom of Heaven," The 
word "J leaven" here is symbolic of God, Hence, God's 
presence abiding over ihe new Judean kingdom* after the 
overthrow of the Roman and the Herodian family. 

The "Kingdom of Heaven" is noi a new idea, and it 
didn't originate with John the Baptist or Jcsus + hut with 
their Judean ancestors. Moreover* the Hebrew Scriptures 
are impregnated with references to the "Kingdom of 
God/ This idea is credible as long as we understand that 
the "Kingdom of Heaven" among the ancient Hebrews 
meant a righteous kingdom under the practice of God's 
laws as they were given to Moses. The Creator God 
instructed Moses to tell the children of Israel; "Now, if 
you shall obey my voice and indeed keep my covenant, 
tht-n ye shall he a peculiar treasure unlo me a hove ;dl ih<- 
peoples: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall he unto 
me a kingdom of prints und an holy nation..." (Hxodus 
193-6), Furthermore, it is written: Tn ihe day of these 
kings (gentiles kings) shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed..." (Daniel 2:44). 
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The kingdom that Dan id says God is going to se t up is 
the righteous Kingdom of Israel The Israelites are 
referred to as the holy ones or saints: The saints of the 
most High shall lake the kingdom and shall possess the 
kingdom forever../ (Daniel 7:18). In [ Kings 9; 1-5, the 
Creator God promised Solomon: Then [ will establish the 
throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for ever... When God 
established Ihe kingdom for Solomon that kingdom was 
the "Kingdom of Heaven* or the "Kingdom of God." 

lining the Roman domi nation of Judca, many 
Judcans were wailing for Ihe advent of the messiah who 
would expel the Romans and the evil Herodian family, 
They thought the Coming of the "Kingdom <if llt-iiven" 
and the messiah was near because they thought God's 
kingdom was suppose to follow immediately the fourth 
beast (Rome) spoken of by Daniel, the man of God (see 
Daniel 7;7) and because so much turmoil and persecution 
had overtaken them, they thought that Ihe prophesy of 
Jeremiah 30:1-9 had been fulfilled in their days. With 
this conception in mind, some Galileans and Essencs of 
the third and fourth rcligio-political philosophy 
proclaimed to their countrymen; "repent, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand." 



The Rise of the Freedom lighters 

Rebellions became very common among the Judean 
people because of the greed, brutality,. Uncle Tomism of 
Ihe Herodian family and the successive invasions of 
various Roman armies. A Judean rebel leader by the 
na me of I kv.e k iah (sometimes wr itten Ezcki as) organized 
a band of freedom fighters to oppose Roman intrusions 
into Judea (cA& B.C.). 1 * 1 

Just eight years earlier t the Roman proconsul (military 
governor) Marcus Ucfnius Crassus" had at his command 
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](JO,CKH) Roman soldiers. His marching orders were to 
engage the Pa rl ll i ails ( Pi: rs i : i iw, 1 txfoy e« i led [r nriinris) hit 
he went out of his way and entered Jerusalem, by force 
of arms, to steal the treasury ol the Tumplr which 
Pornpcy had lefi, Crassus took from the Temple a 
golden bar, the two thousand talents' 1 and all (he golden 
vessels of the Temple worth about another eight 
thousand talents. Altogether, Crassus took more than 
ten thousand pounds of gold and stiver worth mi Ilium of 
dollars. This amount did not include the annual taxes 
that I he people paid to the Romans. 

Obviously, Hu/jckinli, the rebel leader was well aware 
of E he sacking of I he Te mple hy Crassus. Here kia h, (like 
the late Jesus) was a resident of Galilee and most 
historical records reveal that Ihc Galileans woe tin- most 
fanatical rebels." After Crassus departed from 
Jerusalem, he attacked Parthia and suffered a great 
defeat. Die Parthians executed Crassus. His legate 
Cassius Longinus 14 returned to Syria with hardly ten 
thousand soldiers. Hezckiah, the rebel leader,, and the 
Judcans rejoiced at the fall of Crassus. However* the 
oppression from the Romans became worse and Cassius 
sold thirty thousand Judcan reikis mtu slavery, ,J 

Hezekiah gathered his men together in Galilee, they 
attacked Roman und ik-rodiuM fora's, they struck at their 
economic interest, plundered their arsenal; , and took 
supplies from Lln.ii i-ir^tv^ns. The Judean rebels were 
called robbers by the Romans and Herod; hut the 
Juikans called them freed om lighters who sought to 
restore their honor and country. The people were very 
angry at Antipater the Edomitc, and father of Herod, 
beeause lie played into the hands of the Ramans; he 
installed his sons in positions of control over the 
government; and cared only altont a nutting power and 
wealth for his family. His elder son, Phasacl, he 
appointed to be governor of Judca and Jerusalem, and 
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the second, Hcrod t a youth of hardly twenty one, 
governor of Galilee, It was this Herod, who exterminated 
many of the offsprings of the Maecabean pries 5 - ki rigs h 
and their families because they were ihc rightful heirs to 
the throne In addition, Herod pursued relentlessly, 
Hczckiah and his band and eapiured many of them. 
Without a (rial, he executed them on the spot. Sextus 
Caesar, the Roman governor of Syria, bestowed on 
Herod many honors because he captured the rebels in 
the province of Galilee, But, at the same time that 
Herod was receiving, glory, the loyal true patriots wept. 

In view of the humiliation which the people suffered 
at the designs of the [dumaeans (Edomite family of 
Herod), many important families of Jerusalem became 
eager to inform the high priest, Hycamis, of their own 
and his new state of at fairs. They told him that his 
distinguished position as high priest, ruler and head of 
the Sanhedrin (Supreme Court) was in name only, and 
that concrete authority was invested with An ti pater and 
his sons Phasael and Herod, They made it clear that the 
execution of Hezekiah and his freedom fighters, was an 
action of total disregard for the law. It took the constant 
pitiful complaints of the mothers of the executed before 
the weak Hycamis decided to summon I It: rod to stand 
trial. 



The Trial of Herod 

Finally* Hycanus notified governor Herod to appear 
before the Sanhedrin. Antipater warned his son of the 
consequences of appearing in Jerusalem without an 
escort and unarmed. He appeared before the court with 
his armed soldiers and many of the citizens waited with 
great eagerness for the trial. The court called for Herod, 
he entered dressed in Ins royal purple attire (instead of 
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black); he marched forward with an aggressive attitude 
with his escort. Almost the en tin: Sanhedrin appeared 
dumb- founded and intimidated. The only member that 
spoke up was Same as, known in the Talmud as Simeon 
Ben Shctach: "Yet ] do not make this complaint against 
Herod himself; he is to be sure more concerned for 
himself than for the laws; but my complaint is against 
yourselves, and your king (the high priest), who gave him 
a license so to do, However take you notice, that God is 
great, and that this very man, whom you are going to 
absolve and dismiss, for the sake of Hycanus, will one 
day punish both you and your king himself also," 1 * 

But when Hycanus saw that the Sanhedrin was ready 
to pronounce the sentence of death, he adjourned the 
session because he received a letter from the Roman 
governor of Syria informing him that should anything 
happen to Herod, Hycanus would have to answer lo him. 
Because Hycanus feared for his own life by the Romans, 
he sent a letter to Herod informing him to escape out of 
Jerusalem, Then Herod went to Syria to meet with the 
Roman governor Septus Caesar. The governor honored 
him and made him general and ruler of Coelcsyria. 
Finally, Herod returned to Judea and executed all the 
members of the Sanhedrin except Sameas because Herod 
deemed him a righteous man. This Herod is referred to 
in history as Herod the Great; he is to be distinguished 
from his son Herod Antipas who lived later during the 
time of Pontius Pilate and Jesus. 



Herod Proclaimed a King 

Antipater and Herod, the men of [dumaean descent, 
supported {at one time or the other) most all of the 
Roman generals and rulers. Pompey appointed 
Anttpater to be the governor of Judea; and the latter 
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supported Pompcy. Antipaicr supported the Roman 
general Cassius when he was the Roman ruler of Syria 
and Galilee, Also, Antipaicr sent aid to JliIIus. Caesar 
when he invaded Egypt (c.49 B.C.). When Mark 
Anthony became Hie master of the Midi Ik' East, 
Ant i paler and his son, Herod, entered to him. Finally, 
when the Partisans invaded Judea, Herod escaped to 
Rome with the intention of obtaining the position of I he 
head of state of Judea, Within si short while, the Roman 
Senate proclaimed him king of Judea in 40 B.C. 

Herod immediately hurried back to the Middle I-:lm, 
raised money, hired mercenaries, and persuaded General 
Mark Anthony to send his subordinate, General Sosius at 
the head of two legions, to establish Herod on the 
Judcan throne, to be the king chosen by Rome. 

The half-breed 17 Herod, waged war, without mercy, 
against King Antigonus and his supporters. Antigonus 
was a descendant of the Judcan Maeeabec dynasty and 
was hacked by the Parthian army as king. Herod 
assembled two thousand people lie longing to live towns 
in i he area of Jerieho, and burned them alive, because 
they supported Antigonus. With the support of 
Anthony s legions, in the year 37 B.C., Herod began his 
siege of Jerusalem. King Ariligniius iind Jus supporters 
fought a good light but they were no match for the well 
organized trained legions of Rome. The forces of Her?>d 
and the Romans captured the entire city and even 
slaughtered the priest as they stood sacrificing at the 
iiHar. The historian Hcinrich Graetz described with vivid 
detail the nature of Herod: M he had to cling to the 
Ktmiiiris IV, r support again.se die ill-will of his people, and 
to meet this ill-will liy apparent concessions, or control it 
by unrelenting severity. This was the polity he followed 
from the first moment of his victory until he drew his last 
breath .." Even in ihc first confusion attendant upon the 
conquest of the Temple Mount, he had not lost his 
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coolness and vigilance, but had ordered his satellite 
Cos(nhar to surround Mil 1 exits of Jerusalem with his 
soldiers and thus prevent the escape of the unfortunate 
fugitives. The followers of Antigonus (the legitimate 
king) were slain En large numbers, many among them 
being of the most distinguished families.." 18 

Hertni, the puppet of Rome, didn't forget previous 
resentments. The members of the Sanhcdrtn, which 
more than ten years ago had proclaimed a sentence of 
death for him, were entirely murdered except Abtalion 
and Shemaya who had opposed Antigonus, He 
confiscated the property of the murdered victims for his 
personal gain. Moreover, he installed Ananacl as high 
priest rather than a priest of the Hasmoncan line; he did 
this to safeguard himself from powerful opposition. 
Antigonus, the legal priest and king of the Hasmoncan 
line (of Mnce»k-.ui descent), was captured by the 
Romans and taken to Anthony. Herod's vehement 
pleading to Anthony, contrary to all convention and 
pcm-lke. had him Un lured ;md 1 lie il ignobly beheaded. 
Why did Herod insist that Antigonus be beheaded'? This 
act was contrary to Roman practice. When the Romans 
would cLLpiurc a king, they would bring him to Rome and 
display him in their victory parades. It is evident that 
Herod suffered from a paranoid complex and guilt. He 
feared that if Antigonus remained alive, he or hi.s 
descendants would return one day and re chum [he ihrone 
of Judea. No doubt, Herod transferred this sentiment to 
the Romans and the Romans adopted it, 

Many would-be messiahs emerged in later years 
claiming to be prophets, magicians, miracle-workers and 
kings. These men of various caliber organized 
themselves into bands, companies, armies and became 
rebel leaders teaching the Judcan people against their 
apathy, the flunkies in Jerusalem, the cruel illegitimate 
Herodians, and above all, against the oppressive alien 
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domination of (he Romans. These would-be mcssiahs 
and kings with their ; up inn ions for total freedom, 
transformed the Roman dream into a nightmare of 
rebellion, and Romans hunted diwn these re he Is, 
sometimes called robbers, with relentless fiiiy; and, didn't 
hesitate to move on ihem with rapid dynamic force. 
Such men were the following: Judas, the son of Ezekias; 
Simon; Athronges; John the Baptist: Jesus, the Galilean: 
Barabas; the Samaritan prophet; Theudas, the Magician; 
Jacob and Simon; the Egyptian false prophet; Manaham, 
the son of Judas of Galilee; and Bar Cochha, I lavius 
Josepbus, tliu historian relates to us (hat there were ninny 
more rebel leaders, but their names and the details about 
them are unknown. Now, f shall continue my present- 
ation about oilier rebel leaders. 



Athnmjji-ji 4 th* rebel} 

In the days Archelaus, the ruler of Judea (c. 3 A.D.) 
there arose a shepherd by the name of Athronges. He 
was a giant compared to most men and very muscular in 
physic. Because of the collaboration of the Hcrodian 
brothers with the cruel Rom arts, Athronges organized a 
large band of rebels to take vengeance on them. He 
divided his band into four units and appointed his 
brothers (o be commanders, who were also very large of 
stature. Athronges placed a diadem (crown) on his head 
and called himself the king of Judea." By I he way, 
anyone that called himself king and collected a crowd oi 
people* the Roman considered this an act of treason. In 
the view of Rome, subject people eoukl not have a king, 
the only exception being with the mriseDt of Rome. 
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Simon, The Rebel Kinj; 



During this same period, there was another rebel 
leader hy the name of Simon, He was once a slave of 
Herod. He t too* was a tall handsome man with a robust 
body, no wonder people were attracted to him. Having 
a grandiose complex, he considered himself superior to 
other men. Because of the prevailing disorder of the 
times, like Athonges, he rose rapidly to a position of the 
leadership. In addition, he placed a diadem on his head 
and his to! lowers dee la red him a king. He burnt down 
the royal palace at Jericho; set fire to many of the kings 
houses; and permitted his men to plunder their eontcnlSr 
Finally* he was stopped by G rat us and the Roman 
soldiers. Joscphus, the Judcan historian, writes that he 
fought courageously, but not skillfully. At tliis time Ihu 
entire country became saturated with anarchy and 
rebellion. 



The Reign of Terror of The Kuril mi Orfichilh; 

While the two sons of Herod (Archelaus and Herod 
Antipas) were in Rome seeking endorsement for the 
throne of Judca: This nation was in a state of anarchy. 
Some cities were set on fire; the citizens who supported 
the Romans were killed, including the Innocent, and 
many nun became leaders or took the title of king. The 
title of king became synonymous to rebellion to the 
Romans. 

Before Archelaus departed for Rome, he invited the 
Knrmm governor of Syria to eomu h> Jerusalem to keep 
order (c.5-7 A,D.). The Judcan rebels dislike of the 
Herodians permitted ihem to he drawn into imprudent 
and worthless demonstrations; they lacked arms and had 
no concrete strategy of action; hysteria and high emotions 
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prevailed over reason. Convinced thai there was mi 
further need to remain in the city, he returned to 
Antioch, Syria. However, before he departed he 
retained a Roman detachment of troops in Jerusalem. 

It was during this time thai Augusta Caesar sent 
Sabtnus, the procurator, to Jerusalem to collect the 
wealth of the deceased Herod the Great. Sabinus 
entered the city with the help of the Roman soldiers 
which Varus stationed there. Sabinus had with him one 
to three legions thai he com rnanck'd. The entry of 
additional Roman troops into Jerusalem only kindled 
more auger against the Romans. 

The Feast of Weeks 10 was approaching and lens of 
thousands of Judeans we re converging on Jerusalem I'rom 
all parts of the country and the Roman empire. Seeing 
the presence of the Roman soldiers in Lin- Holy f'ity 
contributed to the already high tension in the city. The 
people were aware of the Roman intent to steal Herod's 
money and much of his personal property. General 
unrest ensued; the patriots elected their leaders; and 
occupied tin: I lippodrcirne ant! the Temple Mount. From 
these vantage points, they challenged the Romans who 
were stationed behind the walls of Herod's palace. 
Sahinus thought that he was trapped and outnumbered, 
as a rusull, he ordered nn nit nek on the Temple and sunt 
for reinforcements to Varus. The Judeans would have 
been victorious, but the Romans set fire to the roof of 
the colonnade. 

The fire spread very quickly because of the wax that 
was used to seal the beams together. Many Judeans died 
from the fire and other met their death by the swords of 
the Romans. 

Because of the onslaught of the Romans, the Judeans 
abandoned the Temple area and Sabin lis stole about lour 
hundred talents in gold or silver. The Judeans 
throughout the entire country became greatly angry 
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because of the plundering of the Temple treasury, the 
desecration of the holy place* and die demolition of the 
corridors of Hie Temple. The indignities suffered by the 
people aroused (heir anger as well as their courage for 
insurrection against Rome. 

Governor Varus not only had to worry about the 
Judeans in Jerusalem, but iheir brothers in the Galilean 
province's were ulso ill re hellion. VariiH gathered hh 
twenty thousand soldiers plus auxiliaries from the 
Nabathean Arabs south of Judea which composed the 
vanguard of his Roman army. They sacked and burnt 
many towns through which they passed. At the town of 
Sepphoris, Vaiussold the people into slavery and burnt 
down the town. In one of these towns, the chief rebel 
leader Judas, the son of Ezckias, escaped. When the 
Jcrusnlcmitcs heard of the approach of Varuss army, 
they abandoned their attacks on the Romans, Thus, the 
Judean revolt against Sahinus failed and the two 
thousand captured Judea n prisoners were crucified 21 by 
the orders of the Roman governor Varus. 



jLicki.H* The Galilean 

Judas, the Galilean, became one of the most well- 
known Judeati rebel leaders in his time. What were Lite 
conditions that sparked Judas to sedition and rebellion? 
Joscphus informs us that Oetavius, who received the title 
Augusta from the Roman Senate, appointed Quirinius 
(Cyrenius) to be governor of Syria and Coponius to be 
the procurator of Judea. At this time, Judea became a 
part of the Roman province of Syria and the procurator 12 
of Judea was under the authority of the governor of 
Syria. The mission of these two appointees was two- 
fold: First, to dispose of the money of the ex-ruler of 
Judea. Arebelaus/ 1 who was appointed by Augusta 
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Caesar i second., to obtain a census and an accounting of 
the people and property of ludca for the purpose of 
taxation, 2 * 

Beginning in the (•> or 1 A.D., the Roman government 
levied a poll tax on every individual including women, 
slaves arid servants. But, they exempted males, under 
fourteen and females under twelve years of age, and the 
very old. In addition, the people had to pay taxes on 
their live stock and on the produce of the land. 
Furthermore, if a producer wanted lo export his goods to 
another district or country, lie had to pay a toll tax at 
certain locations. 

This system of imposing taxation on the masses 
incited the tempers of all social groups. The Judeans fell 
that the Roman intervention in t lid r political matters was 
had enough naw i they encroached into their private 
lives as well, taking head counts and taxing members of 
the families. Eventually, the key issue before the 
Sanliedrin (Supreme Court) was - "the census of 
taxation". The court put aside other questions and 
discussed the hot potato of "taxation'. Such distinguished 
members as Hi He! and Shammai. famous Pharisees, 
debated the issue and some members asked the question: 
"I, we become slaves lo the Romans?" The Judean slate 
was in such confusion and turmoil at this time because of 
the rebel leader Judas of Galilee, 

Who was Judas, the Galik-anV His home was the 
town of Gamala in Gaul an ids, a district ruled by Herod 
Antipas. We can locate Gamala twelve miles east of the 
Sea of Galilee, On other occasions, Jtwephus falls Judas 
the Galilean, This is understandable because Gamala is 
in the northern part of Israel near the district and the 
Sea of Galilee. Judas was the son of the rebel leader 
Ezekias and in Josephus" works, he is known as 
He?.ektah. This Galilean had been taught from his young 
age an extreme Joire for his country and no doubt a 
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strung antipathy for the Romans and Herodians. Judas 
became the leader of a faction which eventually became 
the ruler of Judea in 66-70 A D- Judas, in the pnnic of 
his life, attracted many patriots to his cause, including 
influential Galileans. The Galileans were also known as 
zealots," 

Judas took with him his zealots, and broke into 
Herod's armory at the Galilean eapitol of Scpphoris; he 
then equipped his men and distributed to them some of 
the money he found, One of the chief supporters of 
Judas was Zadok, which Josephus spells Saduc. The nick 
name for the zealots was The Galileans. In fact, the 
ward zevtrrts became synonymous with Galileans and the 
word "Galileans" came to mean fanatics. According to 
the Judean historian, Josephus, Galileanism became the 
fourth political party in Judea. :fi 

Graciz relates to us that Judas taught that "obedience 
to the Roman law was disregard for the Divine law, for 
God alone was ruler, and could alone demand obedience; 
that it became, therefore, a clear and solemn duty to 
strain every nerve, and sacrifice property, and life, and 
family in this struggle against the usurper who exacted 
submit ion due to God alone." Judas philosophy found 
more acceptance as the Roman strangle hold tightened 
around the little state of Judea. Judas attributed unto 
himself the royal dignity says Josephus, that is he 
proclaimed himself king and galvanized young and oM lo 
his cause of national liberation. 

In the meantime, the colleagues of H ilk I, considered 
taxation so terrible Hi at they devised various methods by 
which it could be circumvented. 11 Everyone that 
participated in this system of taxation, whether publican, 
cue uolleelor or enforce t, were considered indecent and 
only worthy of contempt. Thus* I close another saga of 
a would-be mcssiah who proclaimed himself king, Judas, 
ihc Galilean.'* 
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What was the resuli of nil this chaos in Judea and 
Galilee. Joscphus Eclls us that the country was Full of 
robberies "murders and Sequent rebellion; when various 
eompanics found Someone to head them, they made 
them kings. Joscphus said that this happened so 
frequently that he doesn't have alt the names of the men 
who were made kings. Before the days of Fortius Pilate, 
(Kormui ruler of .hkk-.Vi and aflei his [ime. there were 
many false messiahs, prophets and those who claimed 
that they were Jmly or men of ( hhJ. Although, some of 
these men possessed some good intentions^ history and 
time have proven that their emotionalism, 
unreasonableness laek of (me justice, personal greed, 
and (he desire for power, have led them and their 
followers to mi untimely shameful destruction. 
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Piirl Two 



The Suet of the Essenes 

Who were they? Where were they located? Why 
aren't they mentioned En the New Testament? 1 shall 
;iin-mpt to answer these questions and more tn the 
coining pages. I am sure that the answers to the above 
questions wi|] render to you a deeper understanding of 
John the Baptist and Jesus. 

The Roman writers, Pliny, the Elder.* (23-79 A,D.); 
Judacus Philo„ die Black jud^.m of Egypt (c.2{) B.C. - e. 
45 A.D.); and Flavius Joscphus. the Jerusalem itc. (37 

A. D. - e. l )y A.D.). All three of these men wrote about 
the Essenes: but Joscphus wrote about them more 
extensively. As I have mentioned previously* he said that 
the Essenes were the third philosophy or seel among she 
ancient Judcans. The main center of the Essenes was 
located in 1 ]i l - Jutlean desert near the northwest side of 
the Dead Sea, This center or village was called Cum ran 
and is about nine miles south of the City of Jericho and 
about four miles west of the Jordan River. Here, in the 
River, the Hssenes would immerse I hem selves to obtain 
ritual pnrity. Now, at (his lime, let us deal with the 
beginning of the Essenes. 

According to historical evidence, we can trace the 
inception of the Essenes back between 190 B.C. and 170 

B. C. When die Iklcnizcd Judean {Uncle Toms) were 
installed as idolaUou*; priest in the Temple of Jerusalem, 
the legitimate pious priest tied to the Judcan lulls for 
safety and more piety. The false priest received their 
military backing from the Gree k kings of Syria. Many of 
I he Hasidim (pious ones in the Hebrew) or Hassldeans 
withdrew from Jerusalem and supposed ifu' rebellion of 
Judah Maccabcc (e. 168 B.C.), This company of Essenes 
was led by an outstanding priest called the Teacher of 
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Etigbk-owSfiGSSr" The group constructed a complex of 
building* on the cliffs of mountains (around caves) 
bcLwi'i'ii En-gedi and Jericho, Josephus writes that the 
Essencs lived in runny hvwns ^deities throughout Israel, 
some believed in marriage hut the majority did not. 
When I was in Israel, I visited win of these areas on the 
Dead Sea and the Jordan River. There are many caves 
wherein their sacred writings were found ; titer IV-ltf. 
Thcse writings are known as the Dead Sea Scrolls. After 
close examination, many scholars concluded that the 
scrolls ;ind the Essencs are the foundation of John the 
Baptist and Christianity? 1 This is to say that Christianity 
drew much of its hardware and material from the 
computer bank of the Judean Essencs; and be low are a 
list of some of them commented by Josephus. 



Don't Keep Servants 

The Essenes don't retain servants to do their work 
because they believe that the possession of servants tempi 
men to be unjust Christianity (caches that, "But he that 
is greatest among you shall be your servants" (Mail. 
23:11), 



Wearing of Aprons 

H.Graetz, the historian, relates to us that the Essencs 
wore an apron or towel around the waist (Graetz works, 
vol. II page 31). Likewise, when Jesus finished washing 
his disciples 7 feet, he took the towel wherewith he was 
girded and wiped their feet (John 13;5). 
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Four Thuu-HiEiid Men 

It is interesting to note thai Joesphus estimated the 
population of the Essencs at four thousand men. 
Compare (his, when Jesus fed the multitude of people 
that followed him; it was estimated that about four 
thousand men had eaten (Matt. 15:38), 



Honor God unci M»ncs; 

They honor CjchI and the law giver Moses, and if 
anyone blaspheme them, they were punished, Jesus 
instructed the leper that he cured: "See thou tell no man; 
but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the 
gift thai Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them" 
{Matt ,8:4). 



Corruptibility and Immortality 

As tar as I he bodies are concerned, the Essencs 
believed that the flesh is corruptible (perishable) and 
temporary, but that the soul of man is immortal (it lives 
forever), and that the soul Es derived from God via the 
discerning air, and is incorporated in the flesh of men, 
Like a bird in a cage into which the souls are attracted hy 
Divine natural force. However, when the soul is 
liberated ai the decay (death) of the body, the soul is 
free and ascends up from a long captivity in the flesh. 
Thus* the Essencs believed in the immortality of the soul. 
Jesus believed also in the immortality of the soul. H is 
written that the Sadducees came to Jesus and said that 
there was a woman that married seven brother, 1 ; arid they 
all died during her life time. Mow, in the resurrection, 
"whose wife shall she be of the seven? for they all had 
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her. Jesus aaswered ;ind said unto them, Ye do err, not 
knowing the scriptures, nor the power of Clod. For in 
the resurrection, they neither marry, nor arc given in 
marriage, but arc as the angels of God in heaven." 
(Matt. 22:23-30). 

Now, the kind of resurrection that Jesus talked about 
is when the soul is freed from I long captivity in the 
body, and the soul resurrects or rises upwards toward 
heaven. In this resurrection, this soul, for example, 
which was in Mr Williams' body, rises up to heaven. 
Now, this soul that rises up to heaven is only in a spirit 
form, and had no need to marry like terrestrial men do. 
When our souk rise from our earthly bodies, we no 
longer need earthly passions like food, water, shelter, 
money, nor sex. When the soul re-enters another body 
again, this is called reincarnation. The ancient Hebrews 
believed in reincarnation: Jeremiah the prophet, relates 
to us that the Lord said to him. "before I formed thee in 
the belly. I knew thee..." What the Lord meant was that 
"before I formed thee in the belly..." He knew Jeremiah's 
soul and his destiny (Jeremiah 1:5). Another example: 
Job relates the following: "Naked came 1 out of my 
mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither.." (Job 
1:21). Job meant that he would return to the womb of 
his new mother in the next reincarnation of the next 
lifetime. 



Prohibition of Swearing 

Whatever an Esscne says he keeps his word and they 
avoid swearing to confirm a matter. Now, Jesus tells us 
this: "Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's 
throne:" (Matt. 5:34). 
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Rejection of Pleasure and Wealth 

These Essenic Judeans repudiate pleasures and wealth 
as evil. When the young rich man inquired of Jesus how 
he could obtain eternal life, Jesus answered: "If thou will 
be perfect, go and sell what thou hast and give to the 
poor, and thou shall have treasure in heaven: (Matt. 
19:21). 



Dress In White 

All of the new proselytes to the Essenic group 
received white garments. The apostle Matthew reports 
that when Jesus went up into a high mountain, he "was 
transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the 
sun and his raiment was white as light." (Matt. 17:2). 

Transactions Prohibited 

The Essencs didn't engage in business, but they gave 
to each other whatever they wanted. When they 
travelled, they did not take money with them. In parallel 
to the above, Jesus told his disciples not to take money 
with them. (Matt. 10:7-13). 



Acquisition of Weapons 

In their instructions to the Essencs, the leadership 
encouraged their followers to carry weapons. Jesus' 
disciples received the command from him: "But now he 
that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise, his script: 
and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment and 
buy one" (Luke • 22:36). 
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No Change of Apjiurels 

Josephus informs us thai the Esscnes did not prtividc 
for themselves changes of clothing,; nor did they permit 
the change of shoes or garments until they were 
complete h/ worn out. Where ever they went, they 
expected the strangers to supply all their needs and they 
possessed only one garment. When Jesus instructed his 
disciples to go out and preach, he told them to "provide 
neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purse. Nor 
seript for your journey; neither two coals,, neither shoes, 
nor ye I staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat. 
Ami into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, inquire 
who is in it is worthy; and there abide till ye go thence. 
And when ye come into an house, salute it" (Matt. 10:6- 
14). 



Marriage Stale De-Einphuvi&ed 

The Esscnes neglected wedlock on the most pari; 
however there was another sect of Esscnes who married 
in order to raise up children, but not for pleasure. The 
main hody of the Esscnes who didn't marry t adopted the 
children of others. In the New Testament, there is no 
evidence that Jesus or his disciples married. When Jesus 
was talking about eunue]iK who made Uumse Ives eunuchs 
for the "kingdom of haven sake," he seems to imply that 
most or some men should abstain from marriage because 
of religious activity (Matt. 19:12). Abo, Paul seemed to 
discourage marriage: "1 say therefore to the unmarried 
and widows, it is good for them if they abide even as T. 
But if they cannot contain let them: for it is better to 
many than to burn" (I Corinthians 7:7-9) 
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Communal Sharing 



Again, Josephus relates, to us that the Esscnes 
despised riches and there is no one among them that 
have more than another. Moreover, when a newcomer 
join them , they must deposit their personal wealth in a 
common treasury for the benefit of the whole. The 
disciple Matthew tells us that Jesus fed four thousand 
men plus women and children; this was an example of 
communal sharing (Miitr. 15:34-38). Also, when Jesus 
told the young rich man to sell everything he had and 
give to the poor, this was an example of communal 
sharing (Matt. 19:21). If this young man had joined 
Jesus, most of the multitude that followed Jesus would 
have been fed and clothed from the money donated by 
the rich man. For common sharing also read The Acts 
of the Apostles 2:44-46. 



Therapeutic Abilities and Miracles 

Josephus informs us that the ({sseaie* were experts 
when it came lo the treatment and curing of the sick and 
infirmed. In their treatments, I he Essscncs used prayer, 
meditation, laying on the hands, medicinal stones and 
herb roots. The Esscnes were not only considered holy 
men, but workers of miracles. Graeta tells us that they, 
I ■' s sv n e pre ■ i ee u pied Hum isc Ives w i 1 he xc n ei sin (e xpe 1 1 i ng 
of evil spirits); and that much of this knowledge they 
(earned from a hook called Sefei* 5 Refute (Book of 
Remedies) which was attributed to King Solomon. One 
method employed by the Esscnes included a combination 
of chanting, herbs, and stones considered! to contain 
magical powers to drive out evil spirits. It is recorded in 
the New Testament that Jesus cured the sick and drove 
out demons from various persons. Could he have 
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learned this knowledge From the Essenes? 



Dreams and Predictions 

The Essenes had a great reputation for the exact 
interprets lion of dreams and the making of predictions. 
This knowledge they developed by living a life of 
seclusion, controlled I heir physical passions prayer, 
meditation, strict diet, use of herbs, purification of the 
body ( both i n te rna Iry and cstc r na Lly ), metaphysics, and of 
the study of various subjects, Josephus mentioned a 
certain Esscnc by the name of Mannhcm who became an 
expert on dream interpretations and predictions. In fact, 
Herod the Great received a prediction from Manahem 
that he would become king when he grew up. Finally, 
when Herod became king, he appointed Mannhcm to he 
vice president of the Sanhedrin next to the great Hi Del 
(c. 3.1 B.C;. J. Another h\w:iie mimed Simon predicted 
the downfall of Archclaus, the Ethnarch of Judea (4 B.G 
- ft A-Dr), Augusts* Caesar appointed Archclaus then 
deposed him. Josephus reveals lo us that the Essenes are 
very accurate in their interpretations and predictions." 
The question now is did Jesus receive the few predict ton 
he made from the Essenes? 



Cnmmon luting 

Common eating became a habitual practice of the 
Esscnic sect- They would meet together in a large dining 
room, quietly set themselves down and the cook served 
them Loaves of bread in order. The cook would also 
bring in a single plate of one sort of food. In comparison 
to this, Matthew reports that Jesus served from loaves of 
bread, and a single sort of food. Do you know what was 
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the single sort of food? It was fish! (Matt- 15:34). 



Aide Given When T midline 

The Esscnic sect lived all over Palestine and on both 
sides of the Jordan River. This sect had a rule that 
whenever any member of that sect travelled to another 
i-iiy, town or village, an Esscnc living in that town or 
place was obligated to assist any Esscnc traveller. Take 
note of what Josephus says pertaining to this matter; 
"Nor do Ihey either buy Or sell anything lo one another; 
but everyone of them gives what he has to him that 
wanteth it, and received from him again in lieu of it what 
may be convenient for himself; and although there he no 
requital ni;sdc, they arc fully allowed TO TAKE what 
they want of whomsoever they PLEASE." Compare this 
with Jesus sending two of his disci pies to the village Co 
TAKE an ass and a colt to ride on it (Man. 21 '1-3), 

Ablution or Immersion 

We learn from several sources that the Essenes 
became known as Tob-lc shulutr, moming-washm. They 
won Id immerse or wash them selves in pools or in the 
Jordan River every morning before meal- After one 
yean newcomers received the waters of purification. 
They even washed their bodies after they finished at the 
stool, thinking this was a form of defilement. The 
Essenes wanted lo feel close to the presence of the 
Creator, as a result bathing purification became a 
preoccupation for ificm on a daily basis. Christian 
baptism or emersion has its foundation in the Esscnic 
ablution or dipping in water 

Christian scholars acknowledge that the word 
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" baptism" is derived from a Greek word meaning to 
immerse in or bathe with water Before; ihe advent of 
Jesus* John, the one who summoned the people to 
repentance, implored (he Ju deans to imxrierse themselves 
in water Even at the present time, when a proselyte 
comes to Judai&m, he is required to immerse himself in 
a mikveh ( ritui.il ptKil) after washing with soap and water. 
Orthodox Jews immerse in a ritual pool for various 
rea.sons: women, onec n monlh after her cyele and men 
for other unclean I inutis ^r whun their arthodos Judaism 
is in doubt. In the second Temple days (516 RC- - 70 

A, D.), there were in the Temple immersion pools for 
ritual purification; sec attach chart on the courts and 
chambers of the Temple. In addition, the archcologisl, 
Yigacl Yadim discovered several mikves (immersion 
pools) on top of Masada," which Herod the Great, arid 
the Judeans fortified sometime between 30 B.C. and 5 

B, C, The rabbis in Jsrael confirmed the fact that these 
ruikvt-s had been const ructcd ztceurJiri}; to I In Niwh oi'llu: 
Talmud. 35, Dealing with the immersions* this ends my 
treatment of the most important similarities between the 
cultural trails of the Esscnes" and the teaching of Jesus. 

Even without the information revealed by the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, there Is a sea of evidence that Indicate that 
Christianity derived from Esse nic Judaism which we have 
learned from the writing of Jcscphus. Many Christian 
scholars now believe that nuvst of Jesus' teachings derived 
from the seel of the Essencs. Moreover, when we 
combine what Josephus says wiih wh;ii the Dead Sua 
Scrolls say, we have an extraordinary powerful ease. 
Take notice to what Rev. Dr. Charles Potter says on this 
matter: "Not only Paul but Jesus himself probably fitted 
best into the Essenes classification among these seven 
groups at the beginning of his ministry, whether or not he 
actually joined that brotherhood as a full Hedged 
member, he certainly advocated and preached their belief 
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to a rt-MULi knhlr extent, .'lsovl. i v new]) translated On m ran 
scroll reveal. He differed from them on some points, but 
die area of agreement was much greater" 37 

The Community of Qumran. known as the Esscncs by 
foreigners, called themselves the sons of Zadok ft rid the 
Keepers of the Covenant. Zadok was the high priest 
during the reign of King David and the Keepers of Mu 
Covenant means simply the Keepers of the law of Moses. 
They held ihe Covenant in high esteem like their 
antecedents in Ihe days of the Maccabees. 34 The Keepers 
of the Cove nan ["would suffer the worse torture (by the 
Greek-Syrians) for the sake of the Covenant, which they 
sometimes referred to as the New Covenant. The 
Esscncs believed fervently in the Law of Moses and when 
they used the term New Covenant, no doubt they meant 
a reaffirmation of the Covenant, as sort of renewing 
again. 

The Judaic religion knows only one Covenant and that 
is the law of Moses. The term Testament means 
covenant, treaty or agreement. The Creator made a 
Covenant with thu Is r elites [Exodus l ( J;5^) to lie kept 
forever (Leviticus 24:8, Malachi 3:6). The vast majority 
of the Judcans believe in the Hebrew Scriptures and 
these books began wiih Genesis and ends with Malacht. 
Beeause Paul and the later Christians, wanted to abolish 
the Hebrew Scriptures or the Covenant, ihcy conceived 
and proclaimed the idea that the Mosaic Covenant was 
no longer in force, as a consequence, they claimed that 
the teaching of Jesus became the New Covenant or New 
Testament. As a result of this, they reasoned, that if 
Jesus' teachings a re the New Testament, then the Mosaic 
Covenant must be the Old Covenant or Old Testament- 
This is Imw tht: f le brew Scripture acquired the name Old 
Testament. In the Hebrew Scripture, you will not find 
the name Old Testament, but the names, the Hebrew 
Scriptures or the lioly Scriptures. Furthermore, the 
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descendants of Judea don't attach the New Testament to 
their scriptures, they consider it to lie Greek scriptures 
created by Paul and later Christian writers. 

The Christian writers no doubt took the expression 
New Testament from the Esscncs who called themselves 
the Keepers of the New Covenant and the Esscncs 
undoubtedly took the expression from the book of 
Jeremiah: "Behold, the day comes, saith the Lord, that I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah." What is this new covenant 
spoken by Jeremiah? Does he mean that there will be a 
different covenant, law or testament? Jeremiah makes it 
clear for us in the next verse : "...But this shall be the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel, After 
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their 
inward parts, and write in their hearts: arid will be their 
God t and they shall be my people. 11 (Jeremiah 31:31-33) 
Now, wc learn that this new covenant is one that the 
Israelites will not break, because, whereas; before it was 
written on parchment, in the future, the Lord will put the 
law in their hearts and t hey shall learn it, know it, and do 
it I ■ ki..- second nature. 
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ITic Quniran Caves 



In these caves the archcologist found many of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. In the middle cave, near the edge of the cliff, is 
cave 4 with two openings. Cave 5 is to the extreme left. 
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Part Three 
Was John an Essene? 

Who was John the Baptist? Is there more 
information about him than what we learn from the 
gospels? John the Baptist was killed by Herod Antipas, 
was he a rebel? I shall attempt to answer these questions 
with some detail. 

According to the books of Matthew, John and Mark. 
John the Baptist was in the wilderness preaching. In the 
scriptures, we read much about the wilderness of Judah; 
(Judges 1:16, Joshua 16:1) and in these places it docs not 
refer to a forest, but in other places it docs. In the land 
of Judea where the Judcans dwelled, roughly the 
southern portion of ancient Israel, northeast, east and 
southeast of Jerusalem, is considered the wilderness, 
where John the Baptist preached. When I was in Israel 
twice previously. I travelled through this area. In 
Hebrew geography, the wilderness of Judea and the 
Jordan valley is a desolate and deserted area where water 
is scarce and only a few people live there. However, 
there arc a few water holds or streams here and there. 
In this area in question, there are a few small rivers or 
streams which branch off from the Jordan River and the 
Dead Sea just east of the Jordan. There arc three small 
streams that branch off from the Jordan River east of 
Jericho. At one of these branches called Beth abam, 
mentioned in John 1:28, where Jesus was supposed to 
have been baptized. In this area on both sides of the 
Jordan River, and both sides of the Dead Sea, was the 
stronghold and center of the Esscnes. It was no accident 
that John the Baptist and Jesus went to this area and this 
was the area where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found. 
Remember, the top rated scholars confirm the fact that 
the Esscnes occupied these areas for at least a hundred 
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and fifty years before the birth of John and Jesus. 

In the hook of Matthew 3:1, it reads: "In those days 
came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea, and saying repent ye: for the Kingdom of Heaven 
is at hand. The call for repentance is nothing new, it 
was articulated in Jeremiah 3:12, Ezckiel 14:6. Amos 4:10 
and by the prophet Malachi in 3:7. When the Hebrew 
people want to use the word repent or return, the 
Hebrew word is Shuva. The idea for repent and return 
was the same thing among the ancient Hebrews: When 
they repented of their sins, this meant that they returned 
to God. 



Kingdom of Heaven 

The "Kingdom of Heaven" concept taught by John 
and Jesus was nothing new. Most all of the prophets 
stressed this point beginning with Moses* 0 and ending 
with Malachi. It was Daniel's prophecies that had the 
greatest impact on the generations before and after John 
and Jesus. The Essenes were avid readers of Ezckiel, 
Isaiah. Psalms, Daniel and many other books. Daniel 
spoke of the four beast which came out of the sea; these 
beast symbolized the four successive empires of Babylon. 
Persia, Greece and Rome (Daniel 7:17-28). In Daniel 
2:44, he informs us: "And in the days of these kings shall 
the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed..." Now. here in this short sentence, we have 
the Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of God which 
the Hebrew prophets and people read and taught long 
before the birth of Christianity. 
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lYeparing The Way In the Desert 



The gospel writers relates to us that it was John's 
mission to prepare the way of the Lord (Matt: 3:3. Mark 
1:3, Luke 3:4). When a team of international scholars 
examined the Dead Sea Scroll called the Manual of 
Discipline, they discovered that the Essenes were teaching 
their disciples and members that it was their duty to 
prepare the way of the bird in the desert 41 For what? 
To prepare the Judeans to enter and take over the 
righteous Kingdom of God on earth. 

Some of the disciples of Jesus continued this story by 
saying: Then went out to him (to John) Jerusalem, and 
all Judea, and all the region about Jordan and were 
baptized of him in the Jordan." Many scholars believe 
that John received his carry training in the Essene 
schools of Oumran and that he was one of their teachers 
and leaders. John called the people for baptism this 
means to immerse themselves in water. As I have 
mentioned before. John became known as the tovel, 
which means the one who immerses in water, because he 
called the people to immersion. 41 The historian Heinrich 
Gractz tells us that the Essenes "wore a sort of apron... 
with which to dry themselves after their frequent 
ablutions. In order to remove even unperceived 
impurities, they, like the priest before officiating in the 
Temple, bathed every morning in fresh spring water; and 
from these daily baths, they were called Morning Baptist 
or morning bathers (Tob 'le Sfiacharil). The name Kssene 
appears likewise to have been derived from this 
peculiarity, as in the Chaldean language (Aramaic) it 
means a bather ( Aschai. pronounced Assai)." 4 ' This word 
became corrupted in Greek and English and we received 
it in its English form known to us as Essenes. 
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Jesus and James Were They Priests'.' 

The gospel relates to us that Jesus had brothers and 
sisters. His brothers were: Jiamcs, Joscs, Simon, itnJ 
Judas (Matt. )3:$<1-56, Mark 6:3, Galatians 1:19). Yes! 
Jesus belonged to a family like mast of us and according 
to the gospels, his family stood by him marry times. 
Furthermore, after the alleged ascension of Jesus, as 
head of the assembly, James, his brother, succeeded him 
as head of the assembly in Jerusalem, 

The early church historians, for example, Eusebius 
4th-ecntury Bishop ofCaesarca and HegeSLppus f **a2nd- 
cenlury historian, say this about James. He alone was 
permitted to enter the Holy Place (the Temple Proper) h 
for his garments were not of wool but linen,.. Another 
church historian by the name of Epphanius says that 
James wore the mitre of the high priest. If this is true, 
then James and his brother Jesus had to have been 
descend nuts of Aaron* the first high priest in Israel; 
hecause, according to the law, only males of the 
offsprings, of Aaron could be a priest. Now, let us 
explore the scriptures to ascertain whether or not there 
are any basis. I'ci i h f arguments, 



Th« Early Child hind of Jkmjs and John 

There is only one gospel book that talks about the 
early childhood of John the Baptist at any detail and that 
is the book of Luke, Luke gives us more information 
and facts on important personalities than Matthew, Mark 
or John. Bui Matthew and Mark deals with John's 
adulthood on ry. In view of this, you would think that the 
book of Luke should have been placed first among the 
gospels. Why Wiisjfi it? Evidently, (he compilers and 
editors of the New Testament thought that the book of 
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Luke revealed too much about the family relationship of 
John arid Jesus. 

First of all, the gospels of Matthew, John, and Mark 
would have us to believe dint when .Mm baptized Jesus, 
they didn't know one oilier, but Luke reveals that John 
and Jesus arc second cousins! How do we know this? 
We know ihis because Matthew says the angel appeared 
unto Mary, the mother of Jesus h and informed her that 
her cousin Elizabeth was conceived with child and she 
was in her sbtlh month (Luke 1:34- 3fi). Mary no doubt 
visited Elizabeth on occasions and talked about problems 
and concerns as Luke informs us in 1:39-55. Also, Mary 
stayed with Elizabeth about three months (1:56) and no 
doubt they talked about other family members and met 
other relatives. When the months and years passed by, 
there were most likely other family vis i is; undoubtedly, 
Mary and Elizabeth brought along John and Jesus t in 
addition, no doubt the young boys played together. 
Other scholars and I main turn that these two boys knew 
i-;idi oilie] ;lmlI rmvst likely were pupils in the schools of 
die Essenc at Qumran. Now, hold on lor there is more 
yet to come. 

The apostles Matthew, and Mark relates lo us that 
John the Baptist frequented I he wilderness and was 
found wearing "raiment of earners hair, and a leathern 
girdle about his loins, and his meat was locust and wild 
honey" (Matt, 3:4). When you read this, most people 
would think that John was a low class, homeless person 
with no other change of clothing, and no education. 
However, on the contrary, Luke paints a different story 
about John. John's father's name was Zacharias and he 
was a priest in the Temple of Jerusalem burning incenses 
on the altar (Luke 1:5-9); this means John and his father 
were Sadducees by birth. With this knowledge this 
elevates John to the highest social class among the 
religio-political circle of the Judcans. The Sadducees 
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ruled the nation, they were the high priest. The high 
priests were the head* of the Sanhcdrin {Supreme 
Court), they controlled the supervision of the Temple 
and the national treasury. They made appointees to the 
military and political arenas. Even though, the high 
priests had all this power* they wlil puppets to the 
Herodian kings (Uncle Toms) for Roman interest and 
puppets to the Roman governors of Judea, who 
dethroned them at will and appointed others to their 
liking. 

When we take a harder look at the wider scope of (he 
evidence, it reveals that John was connected to a family 
of high station and that he had access to many 
advantages in high places. It is also evident that John 
was trained to play a greater role in Judea n affairs than 
what meeis the eye. Moreover, since John and Jesus arc 
second cousins, this means that most everyone in the 
Temple knew each other; this really is a family affair, 
because the Judcans kept precise pedigree records. 

Again, Luke tells us that Zaeharias, the father of 
John, was filled with the Holy Ghost and lie prophesied 
about the greatness of John and the salvation of Israel 
Then, after ihq birth of John up to about his early 
thirties, we don't hear ; my thing about him, lie just 
jumps out <.if the cradle into manhood, and we find hi in 
preaching in the desert (Luke 1:67-80). Was John 
preaching his own brand of religion like Jim Junes and 
David Koresh or was he a student in the school of the 
Essenes at Qumran? We certainly have Eols of evidence 
that points in that direction. In fact, he taught, preached, 
and summoned the people to baptism from all of the 
area around the Jordan River from Jericho to the Dead 
Sea. Remember, this area was the center of the Essenes, 
John localized himself in this u:«mri ;md so fur, [ have 
not seen any records that he travelled anywhere else, 

When we look at one of the Dead Sea Scrolls called, 
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77ie Manuel of Discipline or Community Ruta found in 
Cave 1 at Qumran, this document convinces us that John 
and Jesus were probably students and teachers here at 
one lime. 1 shall compare some of the teachings of John 
and Jesus wilh the teachings written in The Manual of 
Discipline which were taught by the Essenes at Qurnran 
for more than a hundred and fifty years before Jesus. 

Confessions 

The Manual stales as follows; Then all thosi; who are 
passing into the C'ovena at shall confess after them saying* 
"We have committed iniquity" qto. John the Baptist and 
Jesus taught the people to he baptized, to repent and to 
confessed their sins (Matt, 3:6). 



Bread unci Wine 

"In everyplace where there arc ten men of the council 
of the community there shall not he absent from them a 
priest. Each according to his position, (they had rank) 
they shall sit before him; and thus they shall be asked for 
their counsel regarding anything. And when they set (lit: 
table to eat, or the wine to drink the priest shall stretch 
out his hand first to pronounce a hlcssEng with the first 
portion of the BREAD mid WINE." This is what the 
Manual says ;ibout the community meal. In comparison 
to the above, Jesus had hread and wine at the last 
supper. This was a community meal. In addition, Jesus 
ate so inn eh hrciul und drank so muth wine on other 
occasions that they compared him to a glutton and wine 
hibher (Mutt. 11:19 ami Luke 7:34). 
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The Use uf the Title "Masters" 

In TJrc Manual of Discipline chapter three, it 
frequently employs the til lie of masters and ilu- masters 
were some of the lenders of ihe community. In the 
gospel writings the word masters is used more than 
forty-five times and it appears, thai practically nil < if them 
refer to Jesus. To list them all would be lengthy and 
monotonous, so I shall just give a few references (Mad. 
19:16, 26:18, Luke 6:40, and John 20:16). 

One Who Takes Away A Word 

The Manual continues: "Any man of the men of the 
community, of the Covenant of the community, who 
willfully takes away a word from the whole 
commandment shall not [ouch the sacred food for the 
holy men, he shall not know any of I heir counsel until his 
works are cleansed from all error.,." Now, compare the 
above to what Jesus said in Matthew 5:17-19 "Who so 
ever, therefore, shall break one of these least 
commandment, and shall I each muji so, he shall be 
called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven." 

The Praclice nf Love 

In regard to the practice of love, the Manual 
emphasizes thus: "One shall not speak to his brother in 
anger or resentment, or with a stiff neck or hard heart or 
d wicked spirit: one shall not hate him in the folly of his 
heart. Each one may reprove his neighbor in truth and 
humility and loyal love for u:ioh our." The 
commandment that Jesus gave his disciples was "that ye 
love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 



66 



one another" (John 13:34). 



Son of Man 

The expression "son of man" or iis plural is. repeatedly 
used in the fourth chapter of the closing I'salm ol the 
Manual. In the four gospels, Jesus uses the expression 
"son of man" rm>re than sixty-five limes (Matt, 8:20. Mark 
2; JO, Luke 5:24. and )vhn 13:31). 



The Use of the W»rd "Edah" 

"Hie Esscne community called their community by the 
Hebrew word edah which means congregation or 
assembly. The disciples of Jcmis used the same Hebrew 
word ctiak to mean assembly. Tins facl is confirmed by 
Willis Rarnstone. 44 The English word "church" is a 
t ranslat ion of the G rec k word ekkk'nsia m earn ; Lssem bly 
(ii gu I hi- ring. I 'hi- scholars say tht usage ot ihc word 
'"church" by the early followers of Jesus has nothing lo do 
with a building, but that the word refers to an assembly 
or gathering of people in any given place; and the place 
in l he apostle's time wys generally a house, (.see Acts 1:4, 
1 ; 1 3, 2:1 1 2:6, and James 2;2 "For if there come unto your 
assembly"}. 



Twelve Men Chosen 

The Manual of Discipline says there shall be twelve 
men in the council of Ihe community. These twelve 
became spiritual advisors lo the resi of the community 
and this twelve was the exact number Jesus chose lo 
assist htm {Matthew lOrl). 
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Ikihukkuk lVh.lic-1- 



The Hubakkuk Pusher is nil interpretation of the book 
of Habakkuk in the Hebrew scripture which was found 
among the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Habakkuk Peaher or 
commentary quotes a test and then continues to explain 
it- In the book of Habakkuk 2:4, the reading is as 
follows: "But the righteous shall live by their faith.' In 
subs t anee* the 1 1 nb; i kk u k aim me n t a ry 4 ' expki ins t ha t "( lie 
righteous shall live by tbeii faith " that is, faith in ihe hiw 
and performing ii. James, the brother of Jesus, supports 
I his interpretation when he said: "Even so faith* if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone- If ye fulfil the royal law 
according to the scripture, Thou shall love thy i idyll hoi' 
as thyself, ye do well," James, who supports the law. 
although (here arc obvious insertions En his works that 
speaks to the contrary,, and who no doubt was an Esscne 
(living, in Jerusalem) opposed Paul on the question of 
faith (for faith sake) and supported the interpretation of 
the Hahsikkuk CitnuiirnStny lll;U w:tS louild among the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. 

Now, this brings us back to the point of John 
preaching in the 1 wilderness. In Tiw Mtmnat Of 
Discipline* the Esscnc leaders taught their followers to 
keep separated from outsiders and "prepare the way of 
the Lord;* 1 make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God." This is exactly what Jesus and John learned from 
the Rssluls." According to what we have learned about 
the Esscnes from Josephus and the Dead Sea Scroll, 
John and Jesus didn't have many origin a I ten filings of 
their own, but derived many of their teachings from their 
ancestors and particularly, the Esscnes. 

Many renown scholars, whether they be Jewish, 
Protestant or Catholic, believe thai there exist many 
contradictions, insertions, and mis-interpretations in the 



gospel writings. Some of these scholars arc as follows: 
Hyam Maccoby, Joel Carmiehael, Charles Gucgncbert, 
the Rev. Dr. Charles F. Potter* John Jaetaun and many 
others. 59 In view of this fact, it has not been easy to 
unravel the maze of confusion in the gospels. It requires 
an open-mind, dedication and wide research to figure out 
the facts, and fit the pieces together. 

Since the scholars have discovered (hat what John, the 
Baptist and Jesus taught was not Christianity, hut 
Essen ism, what was their true mission? In view of the 
fact that the Romans and their puppets, the priests and 
the Herodeans controlled the polities, the Esscnes and 
John preached repentance, initiation of baptism and the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 

Repentance meant this: to decide to do what is right 
according to the law, treat your brother with justice, to 
have mercy, speak the truth and walk humbly before your 
CjLTLkn, To the EsseiiL's and John, tins was :i 
requirement to prepare the way of the Lord and to 
prepare the Judcans for the Kingdom of Heaven, which 
I hey thought would take place soon. The Esscnes, John 
and Jesus believed that (he Kingdom of Heaven meant a 
righteous Kingdom of Israelites on earth who are subject 
lo the laws of God. They also believed that this kingdom 
would not be dominated by the corrupt priesthood, the 
I k'rodiart flunkies, nor (he Roman masters. 

It is evident, that John became the popular leader of 
the Esscnes or a splinter faction of them. Matthew 3:5 
informs us that multitudes of people from Jerusalem, 
Judca, and all the regions of the Jordan came to him to 
be baptized* that is, to lie immersed in water as an 
initiation ritual into his mass movement. Eventually, 
Jesus came to John to be initiated into his movement by 
baptism. If this ls not the ease, why did Jesus come to 
John in the first place? John heenme the chief kingpin 
of his movement and had thousands of people following 
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him before Jesus commenced his ministry. By the way, 
Jesus didn't start his ministry until after the arrest of 
John the Baptist* 1 Moreover, when Jesus heard of Un- 
arrest of John, Jesus immediately fled from Judea and 
escaped to Galilee (Matt. 4:12). Became Jesus had 
joined John's movement, he had sense enough not to 
hang around and be subjeet to arrest. 

In spite of the fact that the gospels built up Jesus 
above John, the fact remains that John had the people 
and the program. Jesus imitated John. After John's 
death. Jesus preached what John preached. John 
preached repentance and the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand (Matt. 3:2). Jesus immediately preached the same 
thing (Matt. 4.1 7). The people considered John a 
prophet. It is evident that Jesus was a student and 
member of John's movement and Jesus thought a lot of 
his second cousin John. In Matthew 1 1:3. Jesus said the 
following: "But what went ye out to see? A prophet? 
yea, 1 say to you, and more than a prophet... Verily I say 
unto you. among them that are horn of women, there has 
not arisen a greater than John the Baptist..." Now. the 
next point leads us to ask why was John really executed. 

We learned earlier that Jesus and John were cousins. 
Why is this fact played down in the gospel writings? 
Secondly, John baptized Jesus in or near the Jordan 
River. In light of this, and since they were cousins," why 
do they behave as though they never saw each other 
before? The gospel writings play down the family 
relationship between John and Jesus for these obvious 
reasons: 

L. It would give Jesus a broader family and earthly 
connections. 

2.' It would make us highly suspicious that Jesus is 
a descendant of the priestly families. 
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3. If we ascribe unto Jesus a priestly birth 
connection, this would discredit and weaken the 
genealogical family tree listed in Matthew 1-16. 
which claims that Jesus is a descendant of the 
tribe of Judah. 

4. If we conclude that Jesus is a descendant of the 
priesthood in Jerusalem; therefore, an heir to the 
throne of the high priesthood, then, Jesus would 
have a good reason to try to take over the 
rulcrship of the Temple and the nation. With 
this reasoning, Jesus would be a great danger to 
the pagan Roman authorities and to King Herod. 
I shall address this issue more thoroughly later. 



The Real Reason Why John Was Executed 

(Historical Background) 

After the banishment of Archelaus. (the son of Herod 
the Great, and ruler of Judea) Augusta Caesar placed the 
province of Judea under direct Roman domination in 6 
B.C. Judea, at this time, had no civil king or ruler. The 
first Roman procurator or governor was Coponius. 
During his rulership, several days before Passover, some 
Samaritans (none Judeans) stole their way into the 
Temple and scattered some bones among the pillars of 
the cloisters in the outer court of the Temple hoping to 
defile it. As a result, the Judean denied the Samaritan's 
entrance to the outer court. Not long after this event, 
Coponius was recalled and replaced by Marcus Ambivius, 
then Marcus was succeeded by Annius Rufus. There 
were three procurators in the short time of seven years, 
what an unfortunate situation because each of them were 
intent on bleeding the wealth of the nation. When 
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Augusta died in A.D. 14, Tiberius succeeded him as 
emperor of Rome in the same year. Not long [Lifter the 
coronation of Tiberius, he appointed Valerius Graius to 
be procurator of Judca. Immediately upon the arrival of 
Grains into Judea, lie l>ecamc involved in the suppression 
of constant rebellion iimong ihc people; he had heard 
about a mcssiah who would establish a kingdom ruled by 
Judcans. He, no doubt, thought that there would he no 
messianic kingdom whiie hu wcis the civil and military 
authority. Joscphus, the Judean historian, relates to us 
that Gratus, during his rulcrehip. rem wed tour high 
pries Is 1 1 c-.ni offiee ;md appointed four different i^ncs 
successively." The last high priest that Gratus appointed 
to office before he departed from Judca was Joseph 
Caiaphas. Caiapnas 51 was si ill in office; when the new 
procurator, Pontius Pilate arrived in 26 A,D. At this 
time* John and Jesus comes into our story and, no doubt, 
iIil v were very familial wilh mosi of Mr- events in .(ik:c;i. 
As soon as Pontius Pilate arrived in Jerusalem, he stirred 
up i he anger of the Judeans by violating the Judean law. 
He marched his legions into the cily carrying Caesar "s 
image on their slandards! The people objected Ivy a 
large protest demons E ration, and said that they were 
ready to die rather than sec Judean law violated. During 
the imperial period, the emperors were worshipped as 
gods, and the Roman troops made sacrifices to their 
images. Now, since you have some background 
information about this period of Pontius Pilate, [ shall 
return to the reason why John the Baptist was executed 
by Herod Antipas. 

The gospels relate to us that Herod Antipas, the 
tetrarch (ruler) of Galilee and Perea arrested John 
because he criticized him for marrying his niece, the wife 
of his brother." Some scholars doubt that this was Ihc 
main reason why he was executed. Joscphus informs us: 
"Now, when (many) others came in crowds about him (to 
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John), for they were really moved [or pleased) by hearing 
his words, Herod, who feared lest the great influence 
John had over the people might put it Into his power and 
inclination to raise a rebellion^ for they Seemed ready to 
do anything he advised) thought, by putting him to death 
to prevent any mischief he might cause, and not bring 
himself into difficulties by sparing a man who might 
make him repent (regret) of it when it should be tot) 
late,* 5 * 

I wouldn't deny the argument that Herod put John to 
death because of his criticism; moreover, Herod's wire 
helped to influence his decision- Considering the 
prevailing mood in Judca at eh at time, the public 
speeches agai nst t he con u pi f i r i e si li oiul, s pccchcs against 
the Herodcans (the flunkies of Rome) and speeches 
against Roman OPPRESSION, it is highly likely thai 
John and Jesus spoke out against the corrupt system of 
the nil-pervasive Ronum domiimlion like Jiukb the 
Galilean rebel had done. In those days, there was a 
union of church and state (or religion and state), and you 
i-onkln' t be a b«m;tfide katlei or man of God without 
speaking out against internal corruption and foreign 
military occupation. 

Zaeharias, the father of John, spoke out about the 
enemies of the Judean people, in (he book of Luke 
1'67-KO, Luke claims thai /.acharias was filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, for he hath visited and redeemed his 
people. And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us 
in ihc house of his servant David- As he spake by the 
mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the 
world began; Thai we should he saved from our enemies, 
and from die hand of all that hate us; To perform the 
mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy 
covenant: The oath which he swore to our fa (her 
Abraham. That he would grant unto us, that we being 
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delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might serve 
him without fear." Zacharias considered the enemies to 
be the Romans and their Judean Untie Toms. 

I fervently believe John was, executed because he 
spoke out against Hcrodcan and Roman domination, 
Zacharias was an important priest in the Temple and he 
and his. son John, no doubt, were eligible U> become 
elevated to the priesthood if they ecu Id effectuate a 
successful coup da Mi against the corrupted priests and 
the unwelcome Romans. When John and his disciple 
Jesus were teaching, repent for "the Kingdom of God is 
at hand": what they were realty staying in the Hebrew 
language, and concept, was return back to the Covenant 
of Abraham and Israel; because the present kingdom of 
earthly rule and Roman control will be terminated and a 
new Kingdom of Heaven will be instituted in Jerusalem. 
This new "Kingdom of Heaven" or "Kingdom of God" on 
earth is called by these terms, iKcausf Mil; rule of God„ 
who is thought of as residing in heaven, will govern this 
kingdom with his law. In view of this t what we have here 
is a replacement of the old wicked kingdom of Roman 
influence in JulUm with the establishment of a righteous 
kingdom in Judea without Roman military occupation or 
influence. It is because of this concept of the "Kingdom 
of God", that Herod executed John, and Pontius Pilate 
executed Jesus. In Roman eyes, any teaching of another 
kingdom in Judea to substitute the rule of ihc Roman 
Caesars meant only one thing, REBELLION. Rebellion 
was considered a high crime against ihc Roman empire 
and the punish mem was death by crucifixion. The 
historian Joscphus recorded that the Romans crucified 
thousands of Judcans before and after the birth of 
Jcsus^ 

Many scholars" recognized the fact that the gospels 
can't be relied upon for accuracy. There are only some 
facts scattered here and there; as a result, we must tefcr 
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to other historical records, other Hebrew hooks, weigh 
one disciple s word against another, isolate and identify 
the contradictions, decide wluii wj^ omitted and what was 
inserted, and reach a conclusion as to the underlying 
motives for the distortion of the facts. 1 have tried to use 
this process of elimination in order lo reach my 
conclusions. The research is like a detective trying lo 
solve .... niLirdur case nmoiig ;i bunch of lying eek'britks. 
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FOOTNOTES CHAITKH I 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE SECOND 
TEMPLE 

1 ) Graelz Hcinrieh. History of the Jesus vol. 1 
Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 
1S91« p. 456. 

2) The Greek leaders from Syria declared that the law 
of the Hebrew Scriptures were abolished, done sway 
with; and no doubt l J ;wl of the New Tcstamenl, (a 
Hclenizcd Jew) who speaks against the law (Gal 
2:36; Roman 3:28) was tremendously influenced by 
Hellenism and Gnosticism which was existing in the 
then known Greek world- 

3) Antiquities of the /w, Josephus Flavins 
]3n.H>k XV HL chapter I, section 2 and 6. 

4) Graetz's works, vol. II p. 

5) Deut 17:14-20; 1 Sam 9:16, 8:20, 8:22, Isaiah 9:7. 
Here, the prophet Isaiah is referring to King 
Hczcktah who will establish his kingdom with 
judgment and justice. This means under the law of 
God. Moreover read: Jeremiah 23:5 and Genesis 
49:10, The kings were I he offsprings of the tribe of 
Judah. The kingdom shall he the Lord's (ObadLah 
1:21). [n the days of the mcssiah* God will set up a 
kingdom Daniel 2:44-45. The Code of rvlaimonides. 
Yak Jndaica Scries, vol, 111. Book XIV, the Book 
t il' J u l [%l s. } I e rs hman A . pp 204-242. 

6) Ibid, p, 240- For more information on the fighting 
mcssiah, read Numbers 24:17-19. 



7) When the Mktwing prophesies will lie fulfilled, then 
the J u dean messiah will (k on the scene: Num. 
24:17-19, Amos 9:1 MS; Isaiah 2:f-4> 11:1-16: 
Obadiah 1:15; Zechariah 8:20-23, 9:8-17, 1 2:1-14: L 
19; Melachi 4:1-6; Ezckicl 37:16-215, 39:1-29; Daniel 
2:44, 7:13-17, 

8) Graetz s works, vol. 11 p.p. 86.87.89,105,107,127. 

9) Mark and Luke speaks of the Kingdom of God 
Mark 1:15; Luke 4:43. In 11 Maceabccs 7:11, the 
tortured boy uses heaven to refer to God (see 
Apocrypha). 

10) Joseph us Flavius, Antiquities of (he Jews; Book IX, 
chapter 9, See aLso Graetz's works; vol. IL 

11} See Graelz s works, vol. 11 p.p. 73 & 74. 

12) A iatenl weighed about 10.2 of a pound. 

13) Read Acts 5:37, Luke 23:5, "He sfirrcth up the 
people..." means he incites the people, hence trouble 
maker. Jesus committed a riotous act in I he Ten] pic 
(John 2:13-14) Remember. Jesus was a Galilean. 
The Galileans committed many fanatical acts against 
the Herodfan family, and against the oppressive 
Romans; also, they were the victims of violence by 
the Romans, see Luke 13:1-1; See Josephus, 
Antiquities Book XX + chapter V, section 2, 

14) Cassius Longinus was one of the conspirators that 
assassinated Julius Caesar in the senate of Rome in 
44 E C 

15} Graetz's works, vol, ]] p. 80. 
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I (i ) h ist- p h us" w( 1 1 k s . .• I niiquitk'5, Book X I V, C haptc r I X. 

17) Jbtd, Book XIV, Chapter XV, section 2. 

IK) Graclzs works, vol. II, p. 89. 

]y) Joscphus' works, Antkfuitk's; Book XVI 1. 

20) The Feast of Weeks is called by Christians Pentecost 
and had nothing to do with die speaking in tongues. 
The Greek word Pentecost means the fiftieth day, 
because the Feast of Weeks is celebrated on the 
fifliclh day after Passover hyJudeans until this day 
(sec Exodus 32:22. 23:14-16; Leviticus 23:15-16). It 
is a feast thai Judeans give thanks to God tor (he 
first fruits and crops of the land. It also 
commemorates the giving of the ten commandments 
to Moses, a second lime, in the third month which 
|LM>k ]i|;ilt nfMuil fitly days alter Passover. 

2 3 ) Sec Josephus* works, Antiquities; Bo< jk XVII, chapter 
X, station KK Crucifi x ion was the usual punish intent 
for capital crimes such as murder, treason and 
rebellion against the Roman stale. Crucifixion was 
practiced by the Romans for more than a hundred 
years before the birth of Jesus Christ, El was used 
by several ancient pagan nations such as the 
Phoenicians and the Carthcginians, 

In the motion picture called "Sparlacus* the Roman 
first Consul Crass us crucified hundreds of rebels. 
The crucifixions look place c, 7] B,C. (sec Webster's 
Geographical dictionary; check the word "Spctrtaeus." 
Also, to get a good idea of Roman life* rent the 
video "Spurtacuif from your local video store. The 
crucifix or cross had no religious meaning among the 
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ancient Judeans, but is was a symbol of a 
condemned criminal; just as the hangman rope and 
the electric chair are symbols of a condemned man 
today. 

22) The Roman procurators were appointed by the 
emperors to supervise the financial affairs of a 
conquered province. They possessed judicial and 
military authority like Pontius Pilate 

23) Archclaus was the son of Herod the Great and was 
appointed ethnareh (ruler) of Judca, Samaria and 
Euloru (Idnmaea) in the villi 2 B.C. by Augusta 
Caesar, Because lie was very cruel to his subjects, 
he was deposed by the Romans and exiled to Vienna 
in Gaul, (France) 

24) This new system of taxation is hinted at in the New 
Tes lament Luke 2:1-5; Matthew 22:15-17 and Acts 
5:37. 

25) Simon known as Peter and Cephas h he was one of 
the fist disciples of Jesus (Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13), A 
Zealot means a person of great zeal and in Judean 
history, a zealot means a militant or fanatic. 
Practically all Galileans were fanatics, and Judean 
history confirms that most of Jesus* disciples were 
Galileans and be told I hem to buy swords (Luke 
2:36). 

26) See Josephus' works, Antiquities Book XVI I chapter 
1, section 6. 

27) Not only did the Judeans pay all the Roman tastes, 
but I hey had their Israelite taxes to pay called the 
tithes. The Judeans had to pay ; : l cithe to the priest, 
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pay a tithe lo the poor and had to set a tithe; aside 
to defray their expenses when they travelled to 
.U ru.siiVrii dii the thn:e obligatory feast holidays; 
these three holidays were Passover, the Feast of 
Weeks (Pentecost) and I he Feast of t he Tabe r nades. 

2&) Sec Joscphus' works, Antiquities. Bonk XVI I. chapter 
X, section 5. 

29) Ibid, Book XVI], chapter X T section & 

3fl) Rev. Dr. Charles F. Potter > Tfte Lost Years of Jesus 
Revealed, p.36. On this page, Pliny uses the word, 
"Hesse nes" which is the same as Essenes. There are 
some who belies that the word Hesse nes is derived 
from the Hebrew word Hasstdim which means saints 
or pious ones, T shall earn me nt more on this matter 
shortly. 

1 1) Ba ijje n t Mi eh nil a i k! 1 x igl 1 , R ic li ; i u I ; Th t f h •ad Si ■„• 
Scn/tht Deception, p. 46-47. 

32) Gractz's works, Hlttofy of the Aw.s t p, 29. 

33) Josephus 1 works, Antiquities of the Jciv.s; Book XV, 
chapter X, section 5. Also, refer to Book XVI L 
chapter XIII, section 3, 

M) The mountain of Masada is situated near the south 
western shores of the Dead Sea, Herod fortified this 
mountain, constructed palaces, store houses, 
barracks, living quarters and pools. The 
archaeologists discovered also a synagogue there. 
For detailed information read: Joscphus* works, 
Warn of the Jews; Book VII, chapter VIII, and 
"Masada" by Yigaci Yadin. When my brother Cole, 
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my friend Maurice E. Kennedy, Sr. and I toured 
Israel in 1 99 U we visited Masada and saw many of 
the excavations revealed there, 

35) The word Talmud" mean study; ih is book is a 
compendium of Judaic culture including Hebrew 
customs, traditions, history, architecture of the 
Jerusalem Temple and Ihc interpretation of Judaic 
law of every category r The ancient rabbis of 
Babylon and Persia began lo write down the 
traditions and explanation of the Tor ah (Judaic laws) 
beginning around 500 B.C. and they completed this 
written work about 450 A,D, As you can determine,, 
i In: Talmud is the product of many generations of 
rabbinical scholars. Before ihc compilation of the 
Talmud, the ancient knowledge of the Judeans was 
transmitted orally; however, due to the dispersal of 
the Judenn people among the nation, the rabbis 
feared that judaic traditions and explanations of the 
Torah would become lost. The, end result was that 
the rabbis wrote down thu wisdom and knowledge 
for succeeding generations of Judeans. 

Tin: Hebrew scripture is culkd tin- written Illw ;md 
UiL Talmud is called the oral law because it explains 
the written law. The explanations were done orally, 
mouth to mouth. Moses received I he written law of 
the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai and the 
rest of the laws Moses received orally. This means 
God spoke lo Moses \'ucc to i'uci:. Mlm^ovlt, 
anything that Moses did not understand he inquired 
and asked of God and God spoke to him the 
explanation. The ancient rabbis maintained that 
Moses received the written and oral law at the same 
time. When Moses did not understand a point on 
I he law of inherence, he inquired of the Creator and 
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he received an explanation in regards to the 
daughters of Zelophchad (Numbers 27:1-7) 
Whereas, it is written, "and the Lord spake all these 
words saying" (Exodus 25:1 ) Moses received the oral 
law, (the explanation) first. The oral law was given 
to Moses first; how do we know this? Thus it is 
written: "And the Lord spake unto Moses face to 
face" (Exodus 33:11). Therefore, Moses heard the 
law first and received it orally. After Moses received 
the law orally, and understood its meaning, oral 
explanation from God, Moses told and explained the 
laws to the people of Israel (Exodus 24:3). Then at 
last, Moses wrote d<*wn the laws of the Creator 
(Exodus 24:3). For further explanation on the oral 
law, read 77ie MLshna of the Talmud," Tfte Code of 
Maimonides by Jacob J. Rabinowitz. 

36) Josephus' works, Antiquities of the Jews, Book XVII, 
chapter 1; and Wars Of The Jews, Book II, chapter 
VIII. also, read Graetz's works. History Of Vie 
Jews, vol. II, pp 24-31. 

37) 77ie Lost Years Of Jesus pp. 12 and 25. 

38) II Maccabees 7:1-42. 

39) I Maccabees 2:20, 2:27. 2:50. The Mystery Of Vie 
Dead Sea Scrolls by John Allegro, pp. 110 and 120. 

40) Exodus 10.6. 

41) The Other Bible by "Willis Barnstone, pp 209 and 
217. 

42) II Kings 5:10 and 5:14. 
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43) Graetz's works, vol. II, p.26. 

44) Vie Dead Sea Scrolls Deception, by Michael Baigent 
and Richard Leigh, p. 191. 

45) Matthew 10:1-6. 

46) The Other Bible, p. 209. 

47) Baigcnt's works, Dead Sea S<rolb Deception, p. 197. 

48) Barnstone 's works, The Other Bible, p. 209 and 217. 

49) Matthew 3:3 and Mark 1:2-3. 

50) To obtain the names of the books written by these 
scholars, refer to the bibliography at the back of this 
book. 

51) Matthew 4:12 and 4:17. 

52) Luke 1:30-63. 

53) Generally, the Romans deposed a high priest if they 
felt that the priest was not looking out for Roman 
interest. 

54) Josephus' works. Antiquities Of The Jews, B<x>k 
XVIII, chapter 11, section 2. 

55) Matthew 14:1-12. 

56) Josephus' works. Antiquities Of The Jews, Book 
XVIII, section 5. 
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57) [bid. Book XVU, section 10. For anyone who 
wants to be informed more about Roman life, 
government* the military, and crucifixions. I 
recommend that you rent the video call Sparlacus. 
Spartaetis was a Black rebel who led his. army against 
the Roman empire around 73 B.C. 

58) Listed here are the names of some of the broad 
spectrum of scholars who believe that the gospels 
have been tampered with: Rev, Dr. Charles F- 
Potter, The Lost Year* <>f Jesus pp L K llJd, 2^. 1M. 
95 + 155. Professor Charles Guigneherl. Tin? Christ, 
pp. 20, 32, 33. John Jackson, Christianity Before 
Christ, pp. 43, 113-114, 207, 209. Ian Wilson, Jesus: 
The. tu ukn<:t\ pp, 54, 55 
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REVEALING THE REAL JESUS 
Mart Out 



Tlu- Dud IVr.scpnalily Of" The Gusiwl Jesus 

The Jesu s of the New Testament seems to possess the 
(H isoiuliiy of more than one person. ] shall explore this 
approach in order to sec if we can obtain some 
understanding of this probability. The gospel writers 
seem to have combined several personalities inio one; as 
a result, there are many contradictions which are too 
numerous for this book. However, I shall explain some 
of the most important ones. 



Jesus' Views fin Family 

The two Jesuses that 1 see in the gospel writings are 
the Judean Jesus and the fictitious Jesus created by Paul 
{who never met Jesus) and some gentiles. The Judean 
Jesus taught: "Honour thy father and thy mother: and 
thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself (Matt. 19:19 and 
Exodus 20:21). When Jesus' mother met him at the 
marriage feast in Cana of Galilee, she said to Jesus; 
"They have no wine". Jesus said unto her, " Woman , what 
have [ to do with thee" (John 2:1-4)? For anybody to 
address his or her mother as woman, is highly 
disrespectful, and to follow it up with the question: 
"What have I to do with thee?" is even worse. 

la another incident, Jesus was meeting with his 
disciples and his mother and four brothers came to talk 
with him. Then, Jesus answered the messenger and said 



unto him: "Who is my mother and who arc my brethren? 
And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and 
said, Behold my mother and my brethren (Matt. 12:46- 
50)!' Here again, the fictitious Jesus is disrespectful. In 
these verses, Jesus implied that his family wasn't 
religious. I don't believe this, but even if they were not, 
this is no reason for him to ignore and disrespect his 
brothers and mother. Even if his family didn't believe in 
him, he would not win them over by being despiteful. 



Son of Man vs Son of God 

In the gospels, various persons refer to the fictitious 
Jesus as the son of God, many of these persons arc 
irrcputablc, evil and arc associated with groups that 
wouldn't know in the first place (read Malt. 8:29, 27:40, 
27:54; Mark 3:1 1. and I^jkc 4:41). Although some gospel 
writers said that an angel, and other people refer to Jesus 
as the son of God, (Luke 1:35) this opinion is in the 
minority. Based upon what the Judcan Jesus said of 
himself many, many times, I believe that the "son of God" 
phrases arc insertions. 

The Judcan Jesus used the phrase "son of man," 
frequently, and this phrase is used also in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls among the Esscncs (sec part 2 of this work). The 
book of Daniel used the phrase once (8:17). The Psalms 
use the phrase, "son of man" five times, and the phrase, 
"sons of men" seven times. 1 No doubt, Jesus was a great 
admirer of Ezckicl, 1 because Jesus used the phrase "son 
of man" about seventy times in the gospels of Matthew, 
Mark. Luke and John. In Hebrew Scriptures, the books 
from Genesis to Malachi, there is no concept of a special 
son of God. This is why the Judcan Jesus called himself 
the son of man. The Hebrew Scripture teaches that the 
nation of Israel is God's son (Exodus 4:23-23, II Samual 
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7:14) and this is only because the Creator made a 
covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (later called 
Israel). In a broader sense, all nations are God's sons, 
because He created all humanity. 

Virgin Birth vs Natural One 

The concept of virgin births was nothing new in the 
ancient world among the various nations. Among the 
ancient Hebrews, the idea was unthinkable and was not 
taught in the Torah or law of Moses. Since virgin birth 
was not taught and was not in the psyche of the ancient 
Hebrew, this is something that they could never accept. 
It was relatively easy for the pagan nations to accept the 
virgin birth of Paul's Jesus because they had virgin birth 
stories of their own.' Paul's churches among the gentiles 
taught about the virgin birth stories and other innova- 
tions, changed much of the original history, created a 
new book called the New Testament, and attached it to 
the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) in order to give 
it validity and authority. As of 45 A.D.. only the Hebrew 
Scripture was in circulation. The leaders of the Hebrew 
assembly in Jerusalem headed by James, the brother of 
Jesus, didn't believe in the virgin birth. 4 The New 
Testament, as we have it today, has been so badly 
mutilated by the forgery of the editors that it can't even 
be depended on for forty percent accuracy. This is the 
fictitious Jesus. 

Now, the Judean Jesus was like the rest of the 
Judeans and his people. Matthew tells us: "when he 
(Jesus) was COOK into his own country (province) he 
taught them in their synagogue, in so much that they 
were astonished, and said Whence hath this man this 
wisdom, and these mighty works? Is not this the 
carpenters son? is not his mother called Mary? and his 
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brethren, James, and Joses. and Simon, and Judas? And 
his sisters arc they not all with us" (Matt. 13:54-56)? The 
Judcan Jesus had a father as everyone else and the 
Judcan law and prophets never mentioned about virgin 
births.* 



Sabbath Observance 

The fictitious Jesus did not prepare for the Sabbath 
before it ushers in; he and his disciples picked corn on 
the Sabbath. Then, when he was questioned about his 
violation of the Sabbath; he retorted by saying King 
David ate the shewbread when he was not suppose to eat 
it This is like the fictitious Jesus saying. David violated 
the law, so I can do the same thing. Finally, Jesus said, 
"For the son of man is the Lord even of the sabbath day" 
(Matt. 12:1-8). The expression "Lord even of the 
Sabbath day," means that he can abrogate the law of the 
Sabbath according to his free will. The statements here 
as quoted by the fictitious Jesus, many scholars consider 
them to be insertions by later editors. 

The Judcan Jesus kept the laws and the Sabbath: 
"And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up; and. as HIS CUSTOM was, he went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up for to read" 
(Luke 4:16). Here, we find that it was the custom of the 
Judean Jesus to attend the synagogue on the Sabbath day 
and to be called up to read the law as most Judeans do 
today. 



No 1 1 inn. i n Sacrifice 

The fictitious Jesus believed in human sacrifice, and 
the Christians teach that Jesus willfully went to Jerusalem 
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to submit himself as a sacrifice for the sins of the world. 
Jesus expounded this: "so shall the son of man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matt. 
12:40). According to Matthew 27.60, the body of Jesus 
was placed in a tomb or sepulchre. A tomb or sepulchre 
is an encasement made of large stones and it looks like 
a small house. In view of this, Joseph of Arimathea 
never buried the body of Jesus under six feet of earth. 
What we have here is Matthew contradicting himself, and 
this is very prevalent in the gospels. Now, back to human 
sacrifice. Many of the ancient pagan nations sacrificed 
human beings to their idol gods; this was extremely 
immoral, and for this reason, the Creator permitted the 
Israelites to sacrifice only animals. 

In contrast, the Judean Jesus believed in keeping the 
law. Any Judean law keeper would never entertain the 
idea that he had to die for the sins of the world. The 
Judean Jesus didn't want to die and these arc his words. 
"O my Father, if il BE POSSIBLE, let this cup (agony) 
pass from me..." (Matt. 26:39-44). These words proved 
that Jesus wanted fervently to escape his ordeal. His 
human soul poured forth profound grief, with inner 
emotions anticipating and hoping for some other way out 
Of his dire problem. Matthew stales that he said this: 
"not as I will but as thou will." Arc these his words Of 
arc they iasertions by the later editors? Matthew relates 
to us that Jesus prayed three separate times to be 
delivered from his predicament. This docs not read like 
a man that wants to suffer for the sins of the world. The 
opposite appears to be true, that is. he wanted an out, he 
did not want to die for the sins of the world. Now, is 
there any more supplementary evidence that would 
indicate that the Judean Jesus didn't want to die for the 
world? With all this tampering with the tacts, the editors 
of Matthew, unconsciously, permitted another clue to 
remain! After the Romans crucified Jesus on the cross. 
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the final event tame and his expected deliverance had 
not come, lit reached tola) despair arid hopelessness and 
exclaimed these words: "My God, My God. why lm.se thim 
forsaken me" (Malt. 27;46). Here is another place, wc 
find that (he Judean Jesus expected deliverance from 
death. Now, this is a very important piece of evidence to 
demonstrate that the Jud&an Jesus never, never intended 
to die on the cross, in addition, by Itis own words, si net- 
he didn't intent to die, I hen wc can togiealty maintain 
that he had no intentions to die for the "sins of the 
world " Therefore, the dying for the "sins of the world" 
is (he teachings of the fictitious. Jesus etjinhiru'cj into one 
corpus of the gospels.. Now, this conclusion motivates me 
to ask one question. If the Judcan Jesus didn't intent to 
die for the world, what was Ins game plan or purpose? 
As, the brothers and sisters would ask in street jargon, 
what was he about? or then, what was his true mission? 
1 b i Id mm, | sHall answer your questions shortly in another 
section. 



The IVsitinn uf Jesus On .lurisjiriKlcHct' 

The tletitious Jesus undermines the law. How so? 
John recorded that when Jesus came into the Temple, he 
sat down and taught the people; then the scribes and the 
Pharisees brought a woman to hiru who was caught in the 
very acl of adultery. They said to him: "Moses in the Law 
commanded us, that such should he stoned, hut what 
sayest thou?" The fictitious Jesus answered in this 
manner Tic that is without sin among yon, let him first 
east a stone at her" (John 8:1 -7). Dy answering this way, 
he Subverts and undermines the law indirectly and 
insidiously. 1 shall tiive you an example of what I mean. 
Let's suppose that a vicious murderer is on trial for 
raping and killing a young girl and his lawyer turns 



90 



toward the jury and says to them: "any of you who are 
without sin, tel him or her have no mercy on the 
accused". Now, most people have committed some kind 
of sin, misdemeanor, or crime of one kind or another; 
however, if we operated our court system the way the 
fictitious Jesus handled the case of the adulterous 
woman, we would have a society in complete slate of 
anarchy. Why? Because all the criminals would tie back 
on the streets. 

The ludean Jesus is direct and to the point when it 
came to the law: in fact, he talks like a Pharisee: Think 
not that J am come to destroy the law. or Hie prophets: 
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil,* (Mattel 7- 1 9). 
The word "fulfil]" means to put into effect, to convert 
into reality and to perform. Jesus continues, 
"Whosoever, therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men, he shall lie called 
the least in the "Kingdom of Heaven;" but, whosoever 
shiill do and ie;u h them, Lht same shall In.: called ureal in 
the "Kingdom of Heaven." 

Again, the Judcan Jesus of true Jesus was like all 
devout J ude a ns, he loved the Creator and he loved God s 
laws. Hear his response to a question. Whal is the first 
of the commandments? "Hear O Israel the Lord our God 
us one Lord." God is not two persons or two entities, nor 
a trinity. ]| is the fictitious Jesus that is a trinity. The 
Judean Jesus continues with details r "And thou shall love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with alt thy mind and with aj] thy strength: this is the 
first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, 
Thou shah love thy neighbor as thyself..." (Mark 12:29- 
3]) The last Lpiote about the one God and "thou shall 
love thy neighbor..." Jesus quoted this from Deuteronomy 
6:4-5, During the lifetime of Jesus and his disciples, the 
on]y sacred books [hat existed among the Judcatis were 
the Hebrew Scriptures, the New Testament had not been 
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written. For additional proof on I his Judean Jesus, read 
(Matthew 19:16-19; 5:23-24). 



The Piissovrr and I he Last Supper 

In [he writings of ihe gospels, the fictitious Jesus 
transformed the H threw Passover into the Lasi Supper. 
It was* the law and custom for all males to travel to 
Jerusalem lo celebrate I he three feast (holidays) and I hey 
were: the beast of Bitoihs, the Feast of Weeks, and the 
Passover, The gospels reveal that Jesus observed the 
Passover many times in Jerusalem (John 2; 1 3). Al Jesus' 
last Passover, before his crucifixion, the fictitious Jesus 
sat down to eat the Passover with the disciples. Jesus 
blessed the bread/broke it in pieces :md distributed some 
to the twelve disciples and he said the following: "Take, 
eat; this is my body"* (Matt. 26:26). By this statement, 
the fictitious Jesus changed the meaning of the Passover. 
According to Hebrew law. only unleavened bread is 
permitted lo cat during I he seven days of commemora- 
tion. Furthermore, the reason and the meaning for 
eating unleavened bread is that the ancient Hebrews 
didn't have enough time to prepare the bread with all the 
ingredients such as salt and yeast. The Passover meal 
and ritual is performed to remember the liberation of the 
ancient Hebrews from slavery in Egypt. (Exodus ]2t]-2ft). 

After Jesus served the bread, he passed around the 
cup of wine and commented thus: This is my blood of 
the new testament which is shed for many." The fictitious. 
Jesus now referred to the red wine as his blond. Tins is 
a radical change from the original meaning of the blood 
of the lamb. In observance of the law of Moses, the 
ancient Israelites in Africa (Egypt) killed a lamb and 
sprinkled the blood on the two side posts and the upper 
door post of their bouses as they were commanded. 



Then, when the Creator s:i\v tin.- blond, tie passed over 
the houses of the Hebrews and didn't allow the 
destroying angel to smile [Item, 

The J tide run Jesus and his rnmily kept I tie Pnssover 
according to the law of God, and the lamb and the meal 
was eaten only in Jerusalem and many lambs were 
slaughtered in the Temple for every Israelite. Luke 
records thai the household of Jesus went u> Jerusalem 
for the Passover: "Now his parents went to Jerusalem 
every year to the feast of the Passover And when he 
was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the 
custom of the feast, [Luke 2:41-42). Now. the custom of 
the feast was thai every male head of a household and 
his sons were required to bring and slaughter a lamb at 
the Temple in Jerusalem. The prices look the fat of (he 
lamb and burned it on ihe altar and sprinkled its blood 
at its side; I hen al evening the person who slaughtered 
his lamb, look it to his quarters and roasted it. 7 This is 
what the Judean Jesus aud his disciples did helWc they 
sat down and ate the Passover meal: "And the first day of 
Unleavened bread, when they killed (slaughtered the 
Jamb) the Passover, his disciples said unto him, where 
wilt thou I hat we- g<t ;ind prepare that thou mayesl eat 
the Passover" (Mark 14:12), This proves thai Jesus and 
his disciples intended to keep iheir Hebrew Passover in 
Jerusalem, 



YYurid Suvktr rtr JlilIcllii National! si 

By I he writings of the three gospels of Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, the fictitious Jesus commanded his disciples: 
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature" {Mark 16:15, Matt. 2K:] l>. Luke 24:27). 

We have different ins truer km from the Judean Jesus. 
Jesus, who is called Joshua in the Hebrew language. 
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called his disciples unto Kins and commanded them: "Go 
NOT into the way of the GENTILES, and into any city 
of the Samaritans enter ye not." The Samaritans were 
gentiles who live J in the central part of the land of Israel 
whom the king of Assyria transplanted from Babylon jjciti 
Assyria. The Samaritans always gave the Jude;ms ;i Jot 
of trouble. Now. where did Jesus tell his disciples to go? 
He instructed theni to "go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. And as yc go + preach, saying, The 
K .ngd.om of Heaven is at hand'. Jesus was a Judean 
nationalist. Moreover, there is no don lit, in (In; view 
point of many scholars, what Jesus h;i>.l in mind: because 
Judea was tinder the military occupation of the Roman 
legions. 



The Kingdom »f G«d Tr;Hiii[inmeri 

During the early and middle period of the teaching 
ministry of the Judean Jesus, he taught that the 
"Kingdom of Heaven is at hand," and Jesus and the 
people understood this to mean in their lifetime. 
However, toward the latter period of his life, the 
fictitious Jesus taught that his kingdom was not of this 
world..,, but now is my kingdom not from hence {John 
18:36). The previous sentence seem t«i Ik: the distortions, 
and insertions of a later editor. 

Now, this is a STRANGE contradiction because John 
the Baptist and the Judean Jesus taught that the 
"Kingdom, of Heaven" is at hand: and this is what his 
disciples believed, as [ shall demonstrate. First of ail, 
most Judea ns waited eagerly for the coming of the 
messianic kingdom, because Herod and Ins sons were the 
illegal heirs, and the Romans interfered in the politico- 
religious affairs of the nation. The Judean Jesus 
intended to establish himself as king, regardless of what 
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some contrary opinion says. The word "kingdom" dimply 
means a king's domain or dominion. Jesus taught about 
the "Kingdom of God" and lie established the apparatus 
for a rcligio-polilical organization, Can I evince any 
proof for (his? Yesf Jesus set up twelve disciples for his 
cahinei or advisory bo;ird (Matt. 10:1). Then, he chose 
seventy additional men (Luke 10:1); for those who know 
Hebrew history, 1 am convinced this word "seventy" rings 
a bell in your ears. The seventy 5 or Sanded r in. as it is 
called in Greek, was the legislature and supreme court of 
the Judean nation and it was functioning during the 
lifetime of Jesus and Pontius Pilate, In faet, it functioned 
in the Chamber of the Hewn Stone in the Temple 
Complex. Was this by accident that Jesus selected twelve 
and then sw*nty7 Was Jesus making preparations for 
liis coronation as king? Whatever credibility we can 
attribute to him, Matthew tells us that some wise men 
came from the East to Jerusalem asking this; "Where is 
he that is horn King of the Jews" (Matt. 2:1-6). Was 
Jesus making preparations to establish his kingship in 
Jerusalem? The evidence certainly points in that 
direction and he did preach that the "Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand." Was he preaching the advent of fits 
own kingdom? 

It is obvious to me thai Herod the illegal ruler {the 
way Matthew tell us) thought that Jesus was bom to be 
king because Herod sought to kill him in infancy. 
Fu r E her more N wc learn from Josephus thai Herod and his 
descendants exterminated many of the heirs of the 
Maccahec kings to keep them from ascending to the 
throne of Judea. 9 

There are three kinds of kingdoms of God in the New 
Testament: J. The "Kingdom of God" which is in heaven 
or outer space. This is generally the place where human 
souls ascend after the death of the body. 2. This 
"Kingdom of Heaven" is within; here the individual 
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repents of his sins, decide;; to do right and when he is 
confronted with the same temptations* he refuses to 
repeat the same sin and ihis "Kingdom of Heaven" leads 
to inner pence. 3. This is the "Kingdom of God" on earth; 
i his kingdom comes into existence when there is 
accumulated a number of people laryi: enough to term a 
government ruled by the laws of the Creator whieh leads 
to righteousness- When enough people posses tin: 
"Kingdom of God" that is within, this automatical^ 
evolves into the "Kingdom of God" on earth. In view of 
this, [ believe that this is wlial Jesus die Judenn was 
a [templing lo do. Jesus was attracting a number of 
people in order to prepare tor the establislirm'iU of his 
kingdom. He even taught his disciples a prayer and part 
of it reads: Thy KINGDOM come. Thy will be done in 
EARTH, as il is in heaven (Matt. 6:9), There is no 
doubt in my mind that the Judean Jesus Intended and 
initialed strategies for the establishment of a government 
under the slogan known as thf "Kingdom of God." Jesus 
was the leader of a multitude of people and according to 
Joscphns, this was dangerous business in the eyesight of 
the Herodcans and the Romans. As a result, Jesus 
Ik came a national fugitive and was on the run most of 
his life (Luke 9:58) like any revolutionist would be. 
There is one more potent elue that proves thai the 
Judean Jesus bidk'vud that the "Kingdom of God" would 
occur during his and his listener's lifetime: "Verily I say 
unto you, There be some slandiilg here, which shall not 
taste death, tilt they see the son of man coming in (into) 
his kingdom" (Mall 16:28). Basically, what Jesus meant 
was that many of you who arc alive with me now will still 
be alive when I march into Jerusalem I" lake over my 
kingdom. 
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Epilogue 



There are many more points that I could show you 
regarding ihc duel personality of the gospel Jesus, but 
ihe time does not permit it for this writing. In closing 
out ihe core of this subject, I shall say that it is 
impossible to obtain most of the facts from the New 
Testament because il is based on interpolations, contra- 
dictions, mythology, paga tiis m , and dclnVraiu omissions. 
The editors of the gospels combined all of these 
ingredients into one paekujy; and called il the New 
Testament, really, it should be called the new confusion. 
Moreover, chcy justify it by telling us to have faith, ami 
just believe. The gospel writings lack much historicity, 
this means that it docs nol harmonize with the Hebrew 
Scriptures* world history, nor with Hebrew history. To 
arrive at the near truth, one has to take a piece of 
informal ion found a I one place in the gospels Etnd 
compare it with another piece of information in another 
remote place. After this has been accomplished, the next 
step would he to compare this information wilh other 
various facts found external to the gospel writing. 
Sometimes the researchers will discover some contradic- 
tions, forgeries or omissions; if this be the ease, the 
researcher should try to ascertain Ihe motive for ihe 
contradictions, forgeries, omissions or enverups. This is 
the approach that 1 have Iried to employ in the compila- 
tion of this book. 

The duel personality of Jesus that we find in the 
gospel writings reminds of several motion pictures. 
One was The Three Faws of Eve, In I his piciure, based 
on a true story, three personalities occupied ihc body of 
a woman at various times. At one time, she was Eve 
While, then she transformed into Eve Black, then at 
another time she became the third personality which 1 
can't remember at ihe moment. When one personality 
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did soiiiL-thuig wrong, she would deny that she did it and 
would blame the other personality for it. 

Tlu/n there whs the nun h in piciure culled Psyvha; mid 
the main character was played hy Anthony PtirkiriS- This 
picture was typical of the duel personality. When 
Anthony Perkins was himself, he behaved in a mild 
manner, talking softly and looking innocent. On the 
other hand, when he took on the personality of his 
mother and dressed in her clothes, Anthony became a 
raving maniac kilting suddenly without warning, Finally, 
the police arrested him; and as he sat in his cell, a fly 
flew on his hand, Then he thought and said," [ am not 
even going to kill it; I'll show them that I could n't even 
hurt a fly." Just as Anthony Perkins displayed two 
separate personalities in one person, the gospel Jesus 
also displayed two distinct separate personal] lies in one 
body. This is the way it is because the editors wanted it 
that way in order to deceive the masses. 

1 ItNl'vl' that if my ivik^is ;ir< uwiirc that two 
personalities ul'Jcisus exist in I he gospels, you will better 
understand the contradictions and ihe weak foundation 
that exist in (he gospels. In addition, you will understand 
more so what 1 shall write in the coming pages. 
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Pari Two 



The Priestly Ancestry of the "Jesus Scroll" 

The Fifteenth Scroll known as the Jesus Scroll was 
found hy Professor Max Grossei on top of the mountain 
fortress of Masada. The word Masada is derived from 
ihi- Helm-Mi word Mtzitrfiih ■*hk , h mil-liis fortress. The 
author of the book entitled, The Jesus Scrvit claimed that 
he met Professor Grosset at Lod Airport in 1964. While 
he was in Israel, Donovan Joyce, the author of this book, 
relates to us that Professor Grossei offered him five 
thousand dollars to smuggle a scroll parchment out of the 
country. In addition, Professor Grosset claimed that he 
was a member of an international team of archaeologists 
and scholars doing excavation on top of Masada under 
the leadership of I he famous Israeli areheologist Yigael 
Yadmi he maintained that the Israeli Department of 
Antiquities sponsored this project, Before the discovery 
of the Jestty Scroll, Grosset claimed that the team found 
previously; fourteen various scroifs, but he did not turn 
in the fifteenth one. In another secret meeting that 
sounded like an espionage operation, Joyce relates that 
(he professor revealed that Max Grosset wasn't his real 
name, and that he was keeping it confidential for security 
reasons. 

The professor disclosed some of the most important 
contents, said Mr. Joyce. This scroll was written the 
night of the J 4th of April in the year 73 A.D. by an old 
man who identified himself as Yeshua Ren Yaakov Ben 
Gcnnesarcth and (he last of (he rightful heirs of the 
Hasmoncan (Maecabcan) kings of Israel. Moreover, he 
wrote that he was eighty years old. This hook is excellent 
reading and I recommend it to anyone who is interested, 
The meaning of the name of the old man who wrote the 
Jesus Scmtt is "Jesus the son of Jacob, a son of 
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Gcnnesarcth, " Gemicsnrelh was the name of a town and 
fertile plain on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee. 10 
and the meaning of I he word is "garden of the prince Or 
scion" Many of the offsprings of the Hasmoncan 
families lived in this town and area. There are many 
important facts and points that [ could bring out; 
however* again, time and space docs nol permit it at this 
writing. Moreover, just because Jcshua Hen Jacob says 
that he is the son of Jacob and not Joseph, this does not 
necessarily make his story unbelievable, because Joseph 
is not the (";l«]ilt in Mu- first pi aw, Matthew and I he rest 
of the gospel writers claim that the holy ghost is Jesus 1 
father. Since Jcshua Ben Jacob wrote his own autobio- 
sji'apK Ik- sln-ukl haw known hb t'.illu-] more so ditui 
anybody. My reason for introducing Jesus of the Jc.-wx 
Scroti is to point out his claim chat he h a descendant of 
the kings of the Hasmoncan family (Maccabees) and (hat 
the Hasmoncan high priests called themselves kings from 
the reign of Judah Aristobulus {104 B.C.)." [n addition, 
we do have historical proof and evidence from the gospel 
writings that indicate that the second cousins, John and 
Jesus, were descendants of the priestly tribe of the 
Invites and nol descendants of the tribe of Judah, 1 * 
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J hv llenwl Extermination Polity 

lie rod the Gre:n, l he kjrig of Judea. should hnvu been 
labeled Herod the notorious one because he executed a 
relentless cruel policy of the enter mi nation of the 
Hasmonean king-priest dynasty. Furthermore,, he 
disregarded the sensitivities of the hi dean people and 
violated the laws of the Creator. Below is a list of 
atrocities and abuses committed by Herod after the 
Rrniinri Si:n;ue appointed him king in 40 B.C. 

1. Herod convinced Mark Anthony to send Roman 
legions to iilst:Ll! him in power. 

2. He usurped the throne from King Antigonus, the 
leg;il ] [;isni4 uie;m heii to liK- throne ol JndCil. 

3. In retaliation against five cities which supported King 
Antigonus, he destroyed those cities and burned two 
thousabd of its inhabitants, alive, 

A . W lie n 1 1 e rod i \wnt\ e d h: rusiucrm he slaughtc red many 
people who were in his path, regardless of age or sex. 

5. At the time that Herod invaded the city, Herod gave 
orders to his commander to kill ail the people who 
were fleeing. 

6. Herod murdered about severity of die judges iii' the 
Great Sanhedrin and seized their property for his 
royal treasury. 

7. He passed over the offsprings of the Hasmonean 
priest dynasty and appointed AnaneL the Babylonian 
to be priest. 
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£. He rod the Edom ite, e]a i med he was the de see nda n t ( jJ" 
an old Judean family from Babylon, he said this to try 
to conceal the fact the he was an Edomite. 

9. Aristobulus 1 1 1 + another heir to the Hasmonean 
dynasty was murdered by Herod. 

10. Herod murdered two of his sons and the husband of 
his sister Salome. 

11. After he married the beautiful Hasmonean princess 
Man amine, Herod placed her under house arrest 
when he visited abroad, Herod did this because he 
knew she didn't Eovc him, she didn't love him 
because; she knew that he murdered many of her 
relatives. 

12. Herod placed his mother-in-law, Alexandra En 
confinement. 

13. He received four hundred Gauls of French descent, 
as personal body guards, given to him by Augustus 

Caesar. 

14. Herod ordered the priest in Jerusalem to offer up 
sacrifices for I he caesars of Rome. 

15. Tearing opposition, Herod murdered the ex- 
I [;-i!iinoiiean priest, King Hyeanus II, grandfather io 
Mariamne. 

16. He murdered his wife, Mariamne, the Hasmonean 
princess, because she would not return his Love. 

17. Herod took political power from the Great 
Sanhedrin. 
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IV, Herod took political power from the Great 
Sanhcdrin. 

IK. In veneration to Augustus, Herod erected two 
images in the Holy Land, Augustus as the Olympian 
Jupiter and the other is that of the City of Rome as 
the Argive Juno. 

19. Herod established the City of Caesarea as the 
Capitol of the Roman government in Judea. 

20. He taxed the citizens heavily. 

21- The Judea ns who were in prison for stealing, he sold 
Enlo slavery, 

22- He imposed an additional tax on the Pharisees who 
would not take an oath of allegiance Eo him. 

23. Herod organized and employed a large spy network 
to watch his subjects, and some limes he wou ld 
disguise himself and appear in crowds, as a. result of 
this spying, God help the soul who was caught 
speaking against the king. 

24. Because Herod lacked sensitivity for ihe Divine laws 
of Moses, he erected a golden eagle over the main 
entrance of the Temple. 

25. Herod i: seen ted his sons. 

25, Because Herod could not gain the love of the 
Jud.e<Ln.s, he tons trite ted a mphit heaters ;ukI arenas in 
Caesarea and Jerusalem to gain the affections of the 
Greeks and Romans, In these arenas, naked men 
fought wild beasts and other men to the death, 
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disregarding thu Judcan Divine law against murder 
and nudity; this tie did all in the name of sports and 
for the honor of Augustus Caesar, 

27, I le r<- id e< vn E in u 1 1 lly ee ine nlc d h i s t:lt jhc trie nds hip wii h 
the Romans Ivy offering them gifts and large sums of 
money. Herod knew that if he continued to be a 
good sycophant for the Romans, he could always 
Louni cm their political ami nitlimry suprioTJ should 
the Judeans rebel, 

2fv He jollified ;i number of fortresses to have phuvy tn 
flee for protection in ease the Judeans would re he] 
against him. Some of these fortresses were 
Alexandria mu lie rod in in, Masada and rvfachcrus. 
Also, Herod erected a fortress around his palace in 
the Upper City of Jerusalem. 

After the death of Herod the Great in 4 B.C., 
Augustus Caesar placed Judca under direct Roman 
domination and when all Roman procurators came 
to Jerusalem, they used Herod's palace as their 
headquarters. 

29. Among the multitude of people who opposed i lerod 
and the Romans were two Pharisees and teachers of 
the law, Judah Ben Zippori and Matthias Ben 
Margalot* these teachers encouraged forty of their 
students to luii] dnwn the golden eagle over the 
main gate of the Temple. Herod swiftly, dispatched 
his soldiers to the scene and arrested them and 
sentenced all of them to death by hanging. 

30. Herod constantly thought about murder. Here is 
what Professor Gractz says about him; "He insisted 
upon the most respected men of Judca being 
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brought to Jericho, and imprisoned them in the great 
public an- n^. where they were dose ly guarded; he 
then left orders with his sister Salome and her 
hushitiul lli:n directly after his death had taken place, 
they should be all massacred by |iis body guards, so 
that the entire nation might be mourning their love 
ones, and no one would have the heart to rejoice 
over his demise " 111 

31. The two sons of the beautiful Hasmoncan queen, 
Mariiimne. were beheaded by Ik rod. The victims 
were; Alexander and Aristobulus. They were 
beheaded in the same place where their mother was 
married. 

32- Herod divided up his kingdom among three of his 
sons; to Archelaus, he bequeathed Samaria and 
Judca, with the title of sovereign; to Herod Antipas, 
he gave Gailicc and Perea; to Herod Philip, he 
bequeath B: urine a. Gauhimjtis, Trachonilis, and 
Partia. As far as the Hasmonenns were concerned, 
the rightful heirs to the kingdom, Herod left them 
out completely. As a result of this, distant relatives 
of the Hasmoneans plotted for the day when they 
would throw out the Uncle Tom priests m 
Jerusalem > lake power from the Herodeans and be 
victorious over the oppressive Romans. 



The Rulers ttf Jtidt u 37 B.C. - 73 A.D- 



King Herod the Great \7 [U,\ • -1 F3.C. 

Arehelaus (Tetrach) 4 B.C. 6 AD. 
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PROCURATORS 



Sal>iriuti (unofficial prtKwator) (c 3 B.C. - V) 

Coponks 6 . 9 ^.D. 

MiLrcus Arnbivius 9-12 

Annius Rufus [3 , ]5 

Valerius Gratus 15 . 26 

Pontius Pilate 26 - % 

Marco] I us 36 - 37 

Mam Sus 37-41 



KING 

Herod Agrippa 41 _ 44 



PROCURATORS 

Cu.qpiui Fadu& 44 - 47 A.I). 

Tiberius Julius Alexander 47 . 43 

Ventidius Cum anus 4K - 52 

Antonius Felix 52 - 59 

Porcius Fcstus 6(1 - 62 

Albinus 62 - 65 

Gcs&ius Florus 55 . 66 



The Judean Wsir 66-70 

Lueilius Busses 70 . 7 

Silva 70 . ? 
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EMPERORS OF ROME 



Gains Oetavius Augusta 27 B.C. -HAD. 

Tiberius Claudius Caesar 14-37 

Caligula Gaius Caesar 37 - 41 

{. 'l;iLidius 41 ■ 54 

Nero 51 • 6K 

Galba Servius Sulpeeius 68 - 6 l ) 

Vitelius Aulus 69 - 

Vespasian Flavius ftff - 79 

Titus Flavins 79 - 81 

Domittan Flavius HI ■ 96 

Ncrva % - 9tt 

Trajan 9K - 1 17 

Hadrian 117 138 

Anion ius Pins ]3N - ]6| 

'Marcus Aurclius 161 - 180 

•Lucius Aurclius Vcrus 161 - 169 

'Associates sharing equal power simultaneously 
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] > 4J[itin.H Pi l ute 

In Mk: year 26 A. IT. Emperor Tiberius appointed 
Pontius Pilate as procurator of Judo a. When Pi I ait 
arrived in Juden. the previous procurator, Valerius 
Gnu us. received In in whli h.ill honors; ;irul no doubt, 
briefed him concerning the most important details and 
problems that would confront him. Alter ruling Judea 
for eighty-nine ycEirs, tlu- Etonians had a gotul knowledge 
of the country and the mentality of the Judean people. 
There were four procurators be 1cm- Pilule and his 
predecessor Gratus removed and appointed four different 
high priests within a period of eleven years. The 
frequent removal usu ally occurred if ihc procurator felt 
that the high priest couldn't he easily controlled or if he 
wasn't receiving enough bribery money from (he priest. 
The priest who became a good laeky for the Romans and 
offered Ihem the most money remained in office the 
longest 14 

The mission of the procurators (governors) were to 
manage tlu- liii.iin. i;i] affairs of ;i province in the Roman 
empire, that is, they Soxik a census whenever directed and 
collected taxes. ]n addition, their responsibilities 
included military and judicial duties with the suppression 
of rebellions and the handing down of sentences for 
crimes against the Roman empire. 



Pi] site: Was Ik- a Siifty or Ruthk-ss? 

Not long after Pilate had arrived in Judea. he came 
into direct confrontation with the Judean people, lie 
moved the large part of his army from Caesarea to 
Jerusalem to take up winter quarters there. ISfo doubt, 
he did this to reinforce the Roman garrison and to 
prepare to control Ihc several million people who flocked 
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into the city duu to thu Feast <if Tabernacle. During the 
limes of the three Feasts, riots and insurrections were 
ve ry com num. The R< ™a n a r my marched! i n to J e ] us;i k in 
under the cover of darkness bearing Caesar's images on 
their standards. Josephus records thai this practice had 
not been done by p re ^ i >, hjn piucuniLoisL and when the 
people (carried of this, I hey assembled in a large crowd 
(massive demonstration) to proline the bringing of the 
images which is prohibited according to Judcan law. 
After this matter ensued for many days, Pilate came out 
into thu pEzLKH on the sixth day H and ordered his Kiildiers 
to surround the protesters and informed thenr, that if 
they didn't terminate the demonstration, they would 
suffer immediate death. The Judeans exposed their 
necks on the ground and said that they would ml her die 
than to have their laws violated Thereby. Pilate became 
greatly affected by their firm resolution, he he nee forth 
removed the images. You won thai round, no doubt 
Pilate thought, but I shall be ready for you the next lime. 

The next lime came when a won I iJ- be mess i ah or 
prophet arose among the Samaritans and persuaded a 
hirrjc aiumhrr of his people to neeompnny bim to Mount 
Gerizzim. fie uhiiniucl Moses deposited there some 
holy vessels and he assured I hem I hat he would show 
them the location. When Pilate Learned of this gathering 
of the multitude, he gathered his army, prevented the 
people from going to the mountain and killed many of 
the people including the leaders. 15 

This ;u:iiort of Pilate and the actions of other 
procurators, reveal that the Romans had their flunkies 
and spies in various places, In those days, the Romans 
were very suspicious of anyone who considered himself a 
king, mcssiah, prophet, the son of God, a religious 
reformer, magician, rabble-rouser or just any person thai 
assembled a crowd around him. The Romans had a 
good reason to be suspicious and paranoid because they 
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were the foreigners, the oppressors, and they interfered 
in the political, eeoEiomi.- unci religious affairs of iht- 
Judean slate, they were persona-non-grata, unwelcorncd. 

Was Jesus ;l Rebel Leader? 

Considering ihc prevailing political and military 
situation during the life of Jeshua or Jesus, it is not 
improbable that he could have been a rebel leader. Yes, 
there was a tol of violence i n the nation, as well as many 
political parties and factions. The Judeans fell lhai the 
Hebrew prophesies were about to he fulfilled- Many 
would-be mcssiahs and prophets came and disappeared, 
The people were angry and disgusted at the oppression 
of the Herodians t some of the high priests were corrupt 
and fell into the orbid of Rome; and the display of the 
oppressive might of the Romans became visible every- 
where. When Pi I ale came to Jerusalem iinm Caesarea, 
he marched his flamboyant legions through the streets of 
the city with I heir trumpets blowing and their drums 
beating. The palace of Herod in ihe upper city lie came 
his command post. The Roman procurators retained one 
cohort (500 soldiers) within ihe fortress of Anloma, jusi 
northwest of the outer court of the Holy Temple, More- 
over, during feast days, when the Romans expected riots 
and rebellions, I hey would station one or more cohort of 
troops En the cloisters which surround the outer court of 
the Temple Plaza. Joscphus informs us that it was 
during the procurators hip of Vcntidius Cumanus,'* in 
which he stationed a large contingent of troops in the 
western cloisters (he twee n a series of columns with 
arches) in full bailie dress. On the occasion of the feast 
of Passover, one of the soldiers pulled down his breeches 
and expo^d bis private parts to the multitude, and the 
people became enraged. Because of the riot and 
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stampede | lull ensued, wtr twenty thousand J mJe;L us lost 
their lifts.. Whai sin mid have been a rejoice fu! Passover 
was changed into a stale of mourning. 

En view of \hh condition of affairs in Judea, ;iny true 
lender of his people couldn't help hut be a rebel against 
the social political order. This meant to organize and 
take power away from the corrupt religious political 
officials and the oppressive Romans, and to establish the 
"Kingdom of God." a righteous kingdom- 
Many men emerged and failed, Joscphus wrote. Could 
Jesus of Galilee be classed among this mold of men? 
The Roman historian. Conilius Tacitus, wrote in (he first 
century that the early Romans regarded Jesus as a minor 
political rebel who was crucified under Tiberius by the 
proiiiraior Pontius Pilau: 1 SVlu n wi ;irr of iln.- 

historical background of this period, we are strongly 
motivated to lake a very close look at die gospel Jesus 
with a very fine comb. 

The nt\i que si ion is, can we discover any small clues, 
in the gospels that would indicate that Jesus was a rebel? 
J must inform you again, don't expect to find all fads in 
the gospels; what yon will find is some faeis inierw evened 
between the fabric of falsehood and it requires the 
assistance of the historical detective to unravel the 
confusion. 1 fervently believe that if we keep Jesus 
within his historical context, we can find the real 
personality oftlu: man. hut when we extract him from his 
historical settings, lie becomes a figure from another 
world; something like an astronaut without his enterprise 
spaceship. 



Jesus a Judean Nationalist louder 

In this section, it is my aim to identify the Judean or 
real Jesus as opposed to the mythical or urn natural one. 
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The real Jesus who Cough l against the Romans believed 
in Hebrew nationalism, lie specifically told his twelve 
disciples: "Go NO P into the way of the Gentiles, and into 
any of the cities of the Samaritans (non Judearts residing 
En central Palestine) enter ye not. But go rather to ihe 
lust shw.-|] oC the house uf Isrjid" (Mall. 10:5-6). The 
:ibove stale merit of Jesus is prcgnated with nationalism. 
The Webster dictionary defines nationalism as loyally 
and devotion lo your nation; possessing a sense of 
national consciousness and exalting the nation above all 
others, and placing primary emphasis on the promolion 
of its culture and interest." This definition of nationalism 
describes the real Jesus to a lee. At another place, Jesus 
said, salvation « the Jews (John 4:22). Mo doubt, 
Jesus, being a Judean. adopted this saying from 
Zechariah l J:25 and 9:S>. After Jesus told his disciples to 
go to the Unl sheep nf tin- Iupusx- of Israel, in the next 
verse he instructed his disciples, "go preach saying the: 
Kingdom o| Heaven is at hand " As 1 have shown, the 
"Kingdom of Heaven" is the righteous "Kingdom of God," 
which the Esscnes, John and Jesus, intended lo establish 
in Jerusalem. II is obvious that Ihe phrase "Kingdom of 
Heaven" became a slogan of national liberation lo rally 
the Judean people against Etonian mhmmlism. This line 
of logic keeps Jesus wilhin his historical context. 

Again, at another verse in the same chapter, Jesus 
said. Think not that J am come to scud peace on earth; 
I came not to send peace but a sword" (Matt. 10:34). 
Here, it is crystal clear I hat the real Jesus taught his 
JmlL-;m disciples that he came to rally the people and 
raise a sword against the Roman invaders. Listen how 
the thirty-eighth verse flows and harmonizes we II with the 
above verse: "And he lhat takes not his cross and follow 
after me is not worthy of me." When Jesus said, "And he 
that takcth not his cross,™ he is noi talking about carrying 
a cross as a revered religious symtaL as Christians do 
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todfiy, because when Jesus lived, the cross was not held 
as a religious symbol by Jesus nor his disciples. This was 
a later development. Among I he Romans, the cross was 
a device employed to punish and execute criminals for 
high crimes againsl the Roman empire; this was called 
crucifixion- Many pagan nations used crucifixion 
hundreds of years before the crucifixion of Jesus and 
historical records indicate that I he Romans adopted this 
practice from the Carthagincans. In fact, the Romans 
crucified twci limns mi cl Juilcan rchels who revolted 
against the army of the Roman general Sahtnus at 
Jerusalem- This horrendous event took place during the 
reign of Archclaus (4 B.C, - 6 Moreover when 

the Romans wanted to crucify a criminal, I hey made hi in 
carry his cross to the place of crucifixion. This was 
Roman custom. As the real Jesus was I ravelling around 
Judca and Galilee, he was recruiting followers for the 
war against the Romans. Now, here is a due in another 
place: If any man will come after me (In; my followers), 
let him deny himself, and lake up his cross and follow 
me* (Matt. lh.24), Over the centuries, the true 
translation has been changed somewhat. In I his verse, 
what Jesus was really saying to his disciples aid new 
recruits wzls this: II you want to join my revolution 
against the Romans, then he prepared to sacrifice your 
life tbr I he Struggle., because if you arc cvereaughl by the 
Romans, you will have to carry your cross to the place of 
crucifixion. This is keeping Jesus within his historical 
context, Now L the aforementioned information prompts 
me to ask a rhetorical question: Is the cross a religious 
symbol? 

The various clues from different parts of the gospel 
iiidkMiL thai the real Jesus progressed and moved up 
from one stage of rebellion to another. As time passed, 
he became more and more miliiani in his battle to 
establish the "Kingdom of God* in Jerusalem, and this is 
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Hus picture was taken from 
the book: Spaitacus by Hurad 
Fast, It was printed in Hebrew 
TeJ Aviv, 1954. 




Thb African rebel kojf t let] a itovc «*nl1 agtirUI [he Rnninri empire. 
Alter killing many Rnmnrrs, SfJariattis him! his nif <1 wtre MpLU red an] cruciFicd 
by ihe Roman Praetor, liciniui Ctxuii in 71 ISC 
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no more than what Moses. Joshua and the Maocabeao 
brothers did. Before the crucifixion of Jesus, his 
nationalist movement, no doubt, had violent confronta- 
lions with the army of Herod and the Romans. Read 
whai Jesus said about his movement called the "Kingdom 
of Heaven," "and from the days of John the Ihipiisi until 
now. the ''Kingdom of Heaven" suffers violence ;iiuJ die 
violent lake ii \yy force" (Matt. 11:12), Niw ( this is the 
interpretation of the scholars who are familiar with die 
Greek language find history They say that the clause, 
"the violent take it by force" means that the" men of 
action* the militants or violent ones such as John the 
Baptist, Jesus and their disciples arc taking violent action 
to take the "Kingdom of God" by force of arms against 
the Romans. 1 " 



The Galilean IVlitieal Faction la Jesus" Time 

The Galileans became a powerful, political, and 
military taction in northern Palestine, Joscphus called 
ihcm tin- fourth nhihtsuuhy among the Judeans. They 
were always extremely militant and Galilee was the 
breeding ground for these rebels sometimes called 
Sieariis and zealots. For three or four generations, their 
descendants led constant rebellions against the Hi rodians 
and the Romans. Ezckins, Ihc Galilean rebelled about 
47 B.C and his son Judas rebelled against Roman 
taxation about 3 B.C. His sons rebelled against the 
Romans including John of Gisehala of Galilee in 66 A-D. 
Alt these rebels led my It Etudes of men; for more details 
of what [ have written, consult the headings in chapter [ 
entitled: "Judas The Galilean," and The Rise of The 
Freedom Fighters." 

Like most Galileans, Jesus and eleven of his disciples 
were Galileans' 4 (Mall. 4:1") cu:epl Jtitlus I sea riot; .some 
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scholars say f&cariat (means man of ihc dagger). The 
Sieariis were extreme zealots and militants. Most of Ihc 
disciples of Jcsas were probably zealots and the disciple 
"Simon called zealots" was definitely one. Even during 
the procurators ip of Poniius Pilate, the Galileans stand 
out as i he chief insurrectionists against the Romans. 
Luke relates to us that: There were present at that 
sen son some thai told him of the Gal ik-iins whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices* (Luke 13:1). 
The phrase "at that season" can only refer to the 
J ' ; i s si we r. Win n we u ndc rs ta nd Judca n law a nd customs, 
I his verse becomes very c!ear. It was at the season of the 
Passover that every Hebrew ma a. was permitted to kill 
his lamb sacrifice at the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.™ 
It w;ih during this time as hundreds of Galileans were 
■ilaiiijhiiiEiii: ih-.ii I ami*, a rim or rebellion look place. 
Pontius Pilate culled up his Roman legion to suppress 
this riot, resulting in the death of many Galileans. 
Cataeylsmicalry, the blood of the Galileans became 
mingled wjih ihc blood of their slaughtered lamb 
sacrifices. 

Furthermore, what we have here in this Miirtecivih 
chapter of Luke is evidence: [hat the followers of Jesus 
were keeping him very well informed about all events 
happening in Palestine and Jerusalem, Because the men 
who Pilate killed were Galileans like himself, Jesus was 
especially concerned about the massacre; and with the 
report of this event, Jesus became completely aware of 
I he cruel nature of Pi I ale. Then, Jesus answered the men 
who reported the massacre: "Suppose ye that these 
Galileans were sinners above all Galileans, because they 
suffered such things. [ tell you, Nay: but, except ye 
repent, vc shall all likewise perish." Jesus told them thai 
the victims were no more sinners than any other 
Galileans. "Apparently, by the above clause, Jesus 
meant, if you don"t repent and join my revolution all of 
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you will perish by the hand of ihc Ramans. Regarding 
this ijU iLk']i[ L .[rsiis, cli;:'sn'i (.vcn condemn I'iliiti- for his 
crime, why? 

H istorica I sou rces and the gospr 1 wrili tit,-. m c >ns t ra te 
that Pilate w;is no buy scout or pussycat. In another 
incident he took the Korban, holy money front the 
Temple treasury/ 1 and used it for the construction of an 
additional irrigation system. This behavior displayed 
disrespect for the high priest, ihe Temple, and for the 
Judcan people. In view of this, marry ten thousands of 
UhIimik assembled in ^clamorous protest a^iinsi Pi I: tic. 
He ordered Ihe people to disband ihe demonstrations 
and when they refused, he gave the signal to his soldiers 
to a Hack the protesters. Thousands of men were 
slaughtered that day and the suppression put an end to 
this sedition. 

The gospel writings indicate many times that Jesus 
condemned the Pharisees, Sadducccs. and his own 
people. The gospel writers say many times that the Jews 
sought to kill him (John 5:18, MatL 15:1 + 23:13); hut the 
gospel writers never speak out against the Romans , and 
according to the gospels, Jesus never had a harsh word to 
say against the Romans or against Pontius Pilule. This 
is very strange because the Romans hated the Galileans 
more so Ihan any other Ju deans. In addiiion, Jesus lived 
during a period of one of the most ruthless Romans, 
Pontius Pilate. When Pilate brought ihe images of 
Caesar into Jerusalem, the apostles and Jesus said 
nothing. When Pilate took the luily money from ihe 
Temple, Ihe apostles and Jesus said nothing; but the 
apostles have Jesus speaking oul when the priests are 
selling animals in the outer court of the Temple. When 
Pilate killed the Galileans as they were slaughtering their 
lambs, Jesus did not speak out against Pilate, Why? 
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The Final Plan af Jesus 



The disciples wrote that Jesus went to Jerusalem iodic 
for the sins of the world." This is the story of the 
fictitious Jesus. The true Judcan Jesus made prepara- 
tions to fight the Romans and (heir flunkies and there 
are clues in various places scattered throughout I he 
gospels. Here is what Jesus said lo his disciples just 
l*e fore he went to Jerusalem; "and he ihat hasih no 
sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one." (Luke 
22:36-38, Mall. 10:34, Mark 14:47) The true militant 
Jesus lells his disciples who don't have swords to buy 
them; this is opposite to what the fictitious Jesus said: 
"And unto him that smite on the one cheek offer also the 
other* (Luke 6:29% If Jesus has a lot of miraculous 
powers from God* why does he need to tell his disciples 
to buy swords. However, if he is just an ordinary man,, 
then it is somewhat understandable. It is evident thai 
Jesus was planning a secret undi- linking on a grand se;Ue 
whieh, later gospel ediiors watered down and excluded. 
What was the big necessity or emergency that prompted 
the i rue Jesus to instruct his disciples to sell their 
precious carmen Is Lind buy swords? Obviously, he felt 
that they needed swords lo defend themselves. 
Remember Jesus recently cnnimilted an act of disorderly 
conduct when he turned over the tables of the money 
changers in the Temple (Luke 19:45). This act has the 
color and smell of a rbi and naturally, he would be 
wanted by the police of the high priest and by the 
Romans. Earlier, Jesus said I came not to bring peace 
but a sword (Matt, 10:34) 



The Entry of Jesus Intu Jerusalem 
In this section, [shall deal with the entry of the true 



121 



Ancient City 




122 



"i r 

I ; <>rtrvs5 of 

A n ton tit 



500 Roman Troops 
4 — Stalkifietl here 



Pool 



T 



Outer Court 



■ 

■ + 

■ ■ 



■ i 

I h 
h ■ 



i ■ 

i ■ 

F I 

■ i 
1 ■ 

K P 

■ I 

■ ■ 




Tempi p Mount 
haver Court 

lotion Wall 



Ml. of 



Jfrrnpl 

Compter! 



c : 



• * • 



* * 



< 

ft 



123 



The Chambers and Courts of the Temple Complex 
(Rebuilt during the reign of Herod the Great) 

(21) B.C. -CIO B.C.) 
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The Chambers and Courts of the Temple Complex 
(Rebuilt, (luring the reign of Herod the Great) 
(3D B.C. -C. 10 B.C.) 
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Jesus inio Jerusalem. All four gospels such as Matthew, 
Mark. Luke, and John mentioned this entry. Wc don't 
have all Hh; facts ahout tins event. This event has been 
watered down and many important fads excluded, and 
forgeries inserted among Hie (eat. Jn light of this, wc 
don't have the original true derails. Therefore, it is the 
duty of the scholars and the historians lo piece together 
I lie missing details. Thus, I shall attempt lo do. My 
conclusions may not be perfect, however at least, I think 
you will have a greater understanding of what really 
happened almost two thousand years ago, 

The entry of Jesus into Jerusalem is based in the 
gospels: Matt. 21:1-15. Mark 11:19, Luke 19:27-48, and 
John 2:13-16.. In view of all (he historical evidence and 
statements from the gospels, [ am convinced that the 
purpose Jesus hail in mind was to spearhead n txtup 
ite'utt. This meant ihu takeover of the government in 
Jerusalem; and (he establishment of the "Kingdom of 
God" with the assistance of the twelve disciples and his 
supreme court of seventy men (Luke ]u:|), Donovan 
Joyce 13 tell us that it was Jcsus n intention to get to 
Jerusalem before Pontius Pilate arrived from Caesarea 
with his legions. It became a practice for the Romans to 
reinforce I heir garrison in Jerusalem during Passover ami 
other feast days. Now, all plans had been made and no 
douht, Jesus realized that ll was now or never. Jesus' 
concentration pnint and staging area w;is the Mount of 
Olives. From there* anyone could observe what was 
taking place in and around the Temple Plaza (see front 
cover of this book). 

When Jesus arrived on the Mount of Olives, he 
instructed two of his disciples to go to the nearest village 
where they would find an ass and a cult tied, and to bring 
them to him. All of this was prearranged in advance. 
They brought the animals and placed Jesus on one of 
them. Now, who rode on the second animal? Matthew 



tells us that all of this was done that it might be fulfilled 
by the prophet s iiying, "Tell ye the daughters of Sion 
{Zion), behold thy king cometh unto thee, meek and 
sitting upon an ass and a colt and the foal of an ass* 
(Matthew 2]:4~7} r Matthew look the above verses from 
Isaiah 6:2: 1 1 and from Zecharjah 9#. Here, Matthew 
implies that Jesus thought of himself as a king like many 
other Jude an rebels. "A very great multitude spread their 
garments in the way (in front of him) others cut down 
branches (palms) from the trees, and skewed them in the 
way." {Matthew 21:8). The spreading of clothes and 
palm brandies was a common Judean custom, it meant 
the coronation or install at km of a kiny (II Kings 9:13). 
It seems that Jesus attempted to do what Judas and 
Simon Maccahee did about one hundred and si sty five 
years earlier. These brothers threw out the Greek 
Syrians, the flunky priest for the Greeks, cleansed the 
tr>wer and the Temple with thanksgiving, displayed 
hraiu-lirH of the palm tin s, played instruments of music, 
they shouted with \oy and siihj; songs because a great 
enemy was destroyed out of Israel (I Maccabees IV4J. 
53). 

"And the multitude that went before and that followed, 
cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David; The crowd 
of people who were with him cried "Hasan na;" 24 this word 
means save us Oh Lord and the usual concept of it 
among Jude arts is deliverance from the enemy. In this 
case* the enemy was the Romans. 

Thc multitude that was with Jesus were all Judeans 
and they praised God with a loud voice: "Blessed be the 
Kingtlmi tometb in the name of the Lord.' {Luke 19:37- 
38) The judeans who were with Jesus, the freedom 
fighter, were chanting the Psalm 118:25-26 which most 
people recite in the synagogues today. The fact that the 
Judeans who were with Jesus included the word king In 
their prayers shows that they considered him a king and 
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Jesus endorsed this title in the next two verses: "And 
some of i he Pharisees from among the multitude said 
unto htm, Master rebuke thy disciples, and he (Jesus) 
answered and said unto them, "I tell you that, if these 
should hold their peace, the stones would Immediately 
cry out." 

"And when he was eome into Jerusalem all I he city was 
moved. Who is this?" {Matthew 21:10) The Feast of the 
Passover was about to begin in less then a week and 
many Judcans were arriving into the City from all over 
the Roman empire and beyond. They saw the large 
retinue that accompanied Jesus and curiosity seekers 
followed him. Before he realized his strength, he had 
tens of thousands of people following him in order to see 
what was going on. The large crowd continued shouting 
and singing and grew even larger as I hey marched U>wlli d 
the outer court of the Temple. This is where the booths 
and counters of the money changers were set up. 

The gospel writers inform us that "Jesus went into the 
Temple of God, and east out alt the m Mini sold ;ind 
bought in She Temple and overthrew the tables of the 
money-changers :mi\ ihc >eats of them that snld doves* 
and said unto them, It is wriuen, my house shall 1 ?l- 
called the house of prayers, but ye have made it a den of 
tliifvc-s" f Matthew 21:12-13), The money-changer or the 
Temple Market as it was called was established in the 
elokii/i.H of tin; miter court of Hie Tcmply Plaza, not in 
the Temple Proper, The money -changers had every right 
to be there. These booth were controlled by the family 
of Ananas, an important priestly family. The purpose of 
the money-changers was to receive the half shekel which 
every male Israelite had to pay at this period. Another 
purpose which they served was to convert foreign money 
into Judean currency. Because the half shekel could only 
be paid in Judean money, and animals for sacrifice could 
only be bought with Judean currency." 
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It is evident that I hi 1 family of Ananas who was one of 
the high priests received great profits from the high fees 
thai the monuy-L-hiiriEfrs imposed Cur inverting foreign 
money to Judcan coins,. No doubt some parts of these 
high fees were levied to pay off tin.- Roman procurators 
who were after as much money as they could get- 
Some writers tell us that when Jesus overthrew the 
money-changers that (his act was the cleansing of the 
Temple. ] can assure you that it was not. Because after 
Jesus departed, no doubt, they resumed their business. A 
realistic cleansing of the Temple would have included the 
removal of the Uncle Tom priestly family and the ousting 
of the Romans from the Temple area who were 
controlling the high priest. The Roman captain in the 
fortress of Anton in kept the vestments of I In; hi^li priest 
under kick and key. The Romans did this as a means to 
control him. 2 * 

The gospel's rendition of Jcsus's cleansing of the 
Temple can be compared to vendors selling in the 
Lt hi i l.I i its n| the Capitol Building in Washington, !?.< '. 
and at the same time, the Capitol Building being 
occupied by Chinese Communist troops. Then, an 
American citizen dcuuVd that he would goto the Capitol 
and throw out the vendors, but do nothing to the Chinese 
troops. 

As I mentioned before, the money-changers didn't do 
any selling in the Temple Proper, I hey sold in the court 
of the gentiles which was located in the cloisters 
(porticoes) of the extreme outer court of the Temple 
Plaza. The only area that could be considered the 
Temple, strictly speaking, was the Temple Proper which 
included only the Holy Place and the Hoh/ of Hollies, see 
attached map and charts. Outside of the Temple Proper 
was the court of the priest where animals were 
slaughtered and offered up on the altar. This area was 
enclosed by a high wall Outside this area was the court 
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of the Israelites winch was separated by a wall. Then, 
there was the court of the women outside the court of 
the Israelites. The entire area including the Temple 
Proper down to (he court of the women, I tall thv 
Temple Complex, so that jt will make it easy for you to 
understand the various parts,, and this area was 
surrounded by a high wall. Then, outside chiti. iiiyh wall 
was a small partition called in Hebrew the Song whieh 
means the lattice work. There was located outside tins 
partition a sign warning gentiles not to pass beyond this 
point, if he did, it could cost them their livcs.^ 

If Jesus, in fact, overthrew the table of the money- 
changers (for whatever reason) that was a very serious 
act and extremely potentially dangerous business, 
considering the presence of five hundred battle-dressed 
Roman Legionnaires garrisoned in the fortress on the 
northwest Corner of (he Temple Plaza, Moreover, there 
was the presence of the Temple police hut nothing is said 
about any of these law enforcement units in the gospels, 

We don't even hear a whisper or warning from them, 
why? Previously, when the Juduans demonstrated and 
rioted against the Romans, the Romans confronted and 
subdued them immediately. 

The true Jesus was a Judcan and he had visited the 
Temple many limes, furthermore* he knew chat the 
money-changers had a right to exchange eurre ncy and sell 
in those areas. 21 The true account of the militant true 
Jesus has been deliberately deleted and false accounts 
inserted in the gospels. Now we can draw our 
conclusions with ninety percent accuracy of what actually 
happened when Jesus entered the Temple to overthrow 
the tables. We can do this because we are now aware of 
the distortions in the gospels, We have detail 
background historical knowledge of the Roman 
occupation of Judea, and we have informal ton that (he 
money-changers were not selling in the Temple Proper 
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nor anywhere near il They were selling in the outer 
court near the perimeter wall, What we have here is the 
srmi] or ;i cover- up and when there is a cover up. those 
involved have something to hide and this is it: 

Most of the evidence indicate that the true Jesus 
entered the Temple Plaza to overthrow the existing 
government of the high priest* and to destroy the Roman 
garrison there. Moreover, I believe that when Jesus 
turned over the tables of the money-changers and started 
a fight with the clerks, that this act was a preconceived 
scheme of his and well thought out. I believe that Jesus 
used the commotion or riot as a decoy (trap) to allure 
l hc Kumians onl of their barracks in order to attack and 
destroy them. But this attempted coup failed and finally 
the Romans arrested Jesus for: 



L inciting a riot 

2. disorderly conduct 

3. calling himself a king 

4. and rebellion 



l ike ;il | rebels* he ami his accornplists were crucified. 
Barabas and the other rebels were being detained in 
Pilate's prison for the same crime Jesus was charged 
with, insurrection and murder. "And there was one 
named Barabas, which lay hound with them I hat had 
made insur reel ion with him (the "him" probably refers to 
Jesus) who had committed murder in the insurrection 
Mark 15:7, luke 23; 19). Take notice, it is not by accident 
that Baruhas comes into the Jesus" story at the same 
time, and is in prison at the same lime for insurrection 
and murder, probably for killing a Roman soldier. Ian 
Wilson in his Ijook, Jesus: the Evidence. says s that there 
wtv Nome scholars who considered Jesus to have heeis a 
guerilla leader and regarded his overturning of the tables 
of the money-changers as a wale red-down account of a 
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full -scale insurrection". 2 " Trie tiny I chapter about the 
later years of the lite of Jesus is yet to be revealed. 

What Was The Motive For The Cover-Up? 

The motive* no doubi, was to change the true militant 
Jesus (a fighter against the Romans) lo a passive docile 
one, and lo present the Romans in the gospels and their 
military occupation of the Holy Land as an innocent one 
wilh a low profile. With this accomplished, Paul and tile 
Romans decided lo blame the Ju Jeans For the death of 
Jesus. Paul who opposed James,* 0 (he brother of Jesus h 
in the book of Acts* decided to go and preach to the 
gentiles within the Rom [in empire, Also, Paul knew that 
it he had taught that the Romans oppressed and killed 
Jesus and the Judeans„ he would have been convicted and 
executed for stirring, up trouble within the Roman 
empire, Paul's preaching and teaching combined 
Judaism with paganism and the result was called 
Christianity. The early followers of Jesus in Jerusalem 
didn't call themselves Christians but Nutawiinx miming 
keepers of the Covenant (which means the keepers of t lie 
law). The Hebrew word for keepers in (he plural form 
is "Nozrim", The gentile followers of Paul in Antioch, 
Syria were called Christians (Acts 11:26} but the apostles 
.liuI d triples which I'oIIcjuvJ .ksus never called 
themselves Christians. 

The Roman empire in the early fourth century was in 
religious conflict and turmoil. There were four major 
re ligions or idea logics; Paganis iti . G nos< ieis m , Christi anity 
and Judaism. At this time, the Roman empire eoveied 
all the Mediterranean countries of Africa, the Middle 
East* Turkey (called Asia), Europe and beyond. 

Emperor Const an tine of Rome realizing the Llrllinihy 
of governing a vast empire with different religions. 
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decided to convert lo Christianity. He did this to unite 
his empire, and made Christianity the stale religion. 
Again, the emperor realized that if he permitted the 
teaching about the true militant Jesus fighting for the 
independence of Judea from the domination of Rome; 
this would not serve his purpose for the unification of the 
Roman empire. It would only incite other nations to 
rebellion which were also under the domination of 
Kome. In view of this, the true facts of the life of the 
Judcan rebel, Jesus, had to be deleted and rc-editcd to 
suit the interest of Constant! ne and his advisors. 
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FOOTNOTES CHAPTER II 
REVEALING THE REAL JESUS 



1) Psalms 2;7,B: 4, 80:17, 144:3, 146:3. 

2) You can find some of the "son of man 41 phrases in 
the first part of the chapters in the book Bjekicl 
from chapter two through seven. 

3) The book by Kersey Graves, Tfte Wotid's Sixteen 
Crucified Savkin, is very detailed and excellent to 
read. 

4) JTie Oih*r Bible by Willis Barnstone, p. 336. See 
also, "Sod, The Son of The Man, by S.F- Dunlopp, 
p. 44. 

5 ) For complete explanation of the allege J vi rgi n birth 
prophesy in Isaiah 7:14, read Chapter HI of this 
book. 

6) Mark 14:22 

1) Mishneyoth vol. 2; Philip Blackman, pp. Ig9. 190. 

H) Moses established the fi rst suprc me court in ancient 
Israel, it consisted of seventy ciders selected from 
the twelve tribes of Israel, Numbers 11:16 and 
Exodus 24:1. 

9 ) Josephus' works, The Antiquities Of the Jews, Book 
XV, chapter I, II, and) HI. 

10) Matthew 14:34, Mark 6:53, and Luke 5:1. 
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11) Harpers Bible Dictionary by Paul Achtcmeier, see 
the word "Maccabees.' 1 

12) This subject taivc ben already dealt with in chapter 
one, part 2 entitled, "Jesus and John, Were They 
Priests?* 

] 1) He indrich Grae iz history of the Jews, vol + J 1 , p. ] ] (5, 
For nudity of gladiators, sec Jcsephtis Antiquities. 
Book XVI, chapter V. 

14) The intematiomi Bihte Commentary by RF. Bruce, 
pp r 1039 and 1040. See also, Josephus' works, The 
Antiquities of the Jews, Book X VIH, chapter II. 

15) Josephus's works, Antiquities < Book XVII, chapter 
III and IV. 

16) Ibid Book, XX H chapters V and VIII. 

17) Imperial Rome hy Moses Hadas, p. ] hi. 

IS) The Birth of Christianity by Joel Carmkhacl, p.30, 
39) John 1:43*51, Acts 1:11. 

20) hfbhnayoih, vol II, Philip Btackman, p. 190. The 
lamb Was slaughtered by the offerer within the 
Temple Complex (not within the Temple Proper), 
the blood was thrown at the side of the altar and 
the fat burned on the altar* then he took the lamb 
to his quarters in Jerusalem and toasted it, 

23) Joseph^' works. Antiquities, Book XVII, chapier 
ill, section 2. 
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22) Christianity Before Chrisf by John Jackson. The 
Ih^iik »ivi-s ik'tiitk-i.l comparison between pEtganisni 
and ChrislianSty, which indicate J and demerit ruled 
that the virgin birth, dying for the -hEtk ofilw world, 
public trial, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension 
into heaven was taught hundreds of years before 
the Christian savior 

23) Trie Jesus Scrolls by Donovan Joyce. 

24) Hosanna, in Hebrew is hoshan^ the Hon nana 
prayer is recited in nuwt synagogues even until 
today. This prayer is part of the greater Ha tell 
Prayer and is recited on Passover, Feast of Wee ks, 
Feast of Tabernacles, [he Day of Atonement, 
Hnnukkah, and the New Moons. 

25) The One Volume Bibie Commentary by the Rev. J.R. 
Dummclow, p.694. 

26) Jose phus' works p A nfiquitks. Book X V, ehapte r XI , 
section 4 

27) The Temple Complex was a very large area, much 
larger than a football field. You could compare it 
to a university campus. You will find many 
buildings on a university campus, such as the 
administration Imi Idling, the library, I he gym, the 
football fie Id , the cafeteria, tin- studuiifs social hall, 
the lawn keepers shop, the audio-lingual center, the 
dormitory, the recreation hall* the chapel, and 
more. The Temple Proper could be compared to 
i he chapel on a university campus, [f a student or 
anyone sells merchandise in the recreation hall, he 
has noi d use era ted the sanctity of the chapel, even 
though, both ot tlu ni an: 1ol::iU'lJ oh llu," uniwisiK 
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campus complex. 



A Thousand Yean of Jewish History by the Rev, 
Maurice H. Harris, A.M.. Ph-D, pp. 74, 75 and 7n, 
This is a very good book about I he money changers 
;wid the court of the gentiles in the Temple Plaza, 

Jesus: The Evidence by Ian Wilson, p.l 1 7. 

Paul opposed James, the head ot" the Judean 
Asse ni bly i n Jcrusale m , Acts 21 : 1 7-21 . Pau l wan tc d 
to make a name for himself hu went to the 
{•entiles which the true Jesus forbade (Matthew 
10:5) 
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AchluirtJum 



CHAPTER HI 

SOMK CONTRADICTIONS IN THE SYNOPTIC 

GOSPELS 

The first book of the New Testa me ill called St- 
Matthcw begins with the following words; The book of 
the generations of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son 
Of Abraham" (Matt. 1:2). Here, in the t'irsl ch;ipnr of this 
book* Matthew traces the gc neology of Jesus Christ back 
to King David and Abraham. Matthew traces back to 
more thnn thirty-five generations,, using male ancestors. 
Then wc come to Joseph, the belrolh of Mary (18th 
verse). 'Not the birlh of Jesus Christ was on this wise: 
When as his mother Mary was espoused u> Josi-ph, 
before they came together, she was found with child of 
the Holy Ghost, (IKth verse). "Then Joseph, her 
husband, being a just man, and not willing to make a 
public example, was minded to put her away privately 
(19th verse). "But while he thought on these things* 
behold, the angel of the Lewd appeared unto htm in a 
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to 
take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived 
in her is of ciu: Holy Ghost H (2fllh verse). 

Now T let me ask my readers, do you see anything 
contradictory between the first verse and the twentieth 
verse? If you don't see the contradiction, 1 shall point it 
out to you. 

In the first verse, Matthew says that "Jesus Christ is 
the son of David, "in the eighteenth verse, he says "Mary 
was espoused (engaged) to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was found with child of the Hory Ghost,* 
My point is that if Mary was already found with a child 
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of the Holy Ghost (Joseph not being the biological 
father), then Jesus can not be the son of David, nor the 
son of Al>i:i!i;im. This is Matthew's first eoiiiradieion. 

The ancient Israelite Jews (rated their descent from 
their paternal ancestors not their niMiemal ones. This 
was Isralile law and custom. All deseendants were traced 
through t;iilu:r and son, some limes, (he female was 
mentioned when a they wanted to indieate that a man 
had daughters, or when ihey wanted to show wlm tin- 
mot her was, but they never excluded the fathers. There 
is no parallel to a virgin birth in Hebrew Scriptures, nor 
in oihei Jewish source*. "11k- t u liision of the biological 
tat her in Judaism is unprecedented and there is no 
record or prophecy of virgin births in Hebrew Scriptures. 
However, there is voluminous evidence of virgin births in 
ancient history and one example in the Greek writings of 
the New Testament. Hut, the New Testament is not 
Hebrew Scripture. 

Now, pertaining to the so called virgin births of Jesus, 
Matthew relates to us in the 22nd verse : "Niw ail this 
was done, that ii might he fulfilled which was spoken of 
I he Lord by the prop he L saying, "Behold, a virgin shall 
be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall 
iiLlI liis numc Emanuel which being interpreted is. God 
is with lis." {MllLL 1:11) 

There are two points thai are suspicious about these 
two verses. (1) Matthew does not tell us the general 
subject material from where he gets the twenty- third 
ver.He. (2) Worse yet. he doesn't even inform us of the 
name of the prophet who made (he prophesy. Perhaps 
ilk- l'lMioe oi M:i111k-u doesn't : i ri I uh lo kiinw tin- true 
facts. Never! he less, this twenty third verse is tnkerl from 
the book of (Isaiah 7:14). In iIk- Hebrew language and 
seiipturc. there is no word for *vErginf in Jsaiah 7A4. 
The Hebrew word that ihc Christian mistranslated is the 
word atmah which means young woman, or young woman 
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oi marriageable age. The word for virgin in Hebrew is 
hitulah, which is not used in Isaiah 7;14 r For I hose who 
know the Hebrew language and have the Hebrew 
Scripture, you can find 1 he Hebrew word biiuhh found in 
Deuteronomy 22*23, Lev. 21;13 + and Judges 21:12 
Furthermore* the true meaning of Isaiah 7:14 is in its 
subject content and in its lime frame, let me explain. 
Isaiah, the prophet, lived during the eighth century B.C. 
and he prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah, Jothan, 
Ahaz h and 1 lezekiah, king of Judah. 

In the eighth century B.C. the Kingdom of Israel was 
d ivided into two political entities. The southern kingdom 
was called Judah or Judca and the northern kingdom was 
called by various names, such as: Samaria, Ephraim, but 
the most popular name was the Kingdom of Israel. For 
many decades, there was religious, cultural and military 
tension between these two Hebrew kingdoms. In ihe 
days of King Ahaz of Judah, there developed a very 
serious international crisis. The northern Kingdom of 
Israel joined with Syria in a military alliance, they 
invaded the Kingdom ofJudah, and eventually besieged 
the City of Jerusalem* the capitol of Judah. 

Now, King Ahaz reigned over Jerusalem at this lirnc; 
he was very wicked, and led his. people away from the 
laws of God into idolatry. After the invasion occurred, 
the king's advisers informed him that northern Israel 
made an alliance with Syria, The City of Jerusalem wsis 
Ksk jh d ; lji i.l totally blocked, no urn.' crime- In a\n\ m< (w 
wcnl out, the f<*x! supply had to lie rationed and the 
kiny hail u> check on the water supply frequently, The 
king and the entire House of David suffered great anxiety 
because of the political and military situation. The 
prophet Isaiah warned King Ahaz of Judah that the 
invaders desired to conquer Jerusalem in order to set up 
their own puppet king called Tabcal, and no doubt, the 
invaders wanted to impose heavy taxation on the people. 
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In answer to this military scheme, the Lord God said: 
"It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass." The 
scheme of these two confederate kings will backfire 
(Isatah 7:7). "For the head of Syria is Damascus, (this 
means the capitol of Syria is Damascus) and the head of 
Damascus is Rczin (the king); and within threescore and 
five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a 
people (Isaiah 7:8). 



Commentary 

"For Ihe head of Syria is Damascus.'' This means that 
Damascus is the capitol of Syria, not Jerusalem. The 
Mend of Damascus, is Rcr.iif King Ahaz of Judah H you do 
not have to worry about King Rczin liecauso God made 
him the head over Damascus and not the head over 
Jerusalem- "Within threescore and five (f>5) years shall 
Ephraim he broken." 

Within sixty-five years, Ephraim (northern Israel) shall 
be destroyed by the king of Assyria (modern Iraej). The 
sixty-five years began at the time of the prophesy of the 
prophet Amos when he said: "and Israel shall nurely go 
into captivity forth of his lands." The prophesy of Amos 
began two years before the earthquake and M that lime 
of the earthquake. King Uzziah was smitten with leprosy, 
(Amos 7:17, 1:1, II Chronicles 23:14-21), "And the head 
of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is 
Rcmaliah's son. If ye will not believe purely ye shall not 
be established." (Isaiah 7:9). 



Commentary 

The head of Ephraim is Samaria and the head of 
Samaria is Kemaliah's son™ This is to say that the 
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capitol of Ephraim is Samaria and the king of Samaria is 
Rcmaliah's son. Rcmaliah's son, whose name is Pekah. 
is king over Samaria; and that's his capitol. and he shall 
not be king over Jerusalem, because Jerusalem belongs 
to King Ahaz. 

Now, we have reached the crucial point of this 
problem concerning the sign and the woman whose 
supposed to have conceived and bore a son. "Moreover, 
the Lord spake again unto Ahaz. saying. "Ask thee a sign 
of the Lord thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the 
heights above" (Isaiah 7:11). 

Most all of the top rated scholars agree that the sign 
is for King Ahaz and his generation and any 
Christological interpretation for seven hundred years 
later is inappropriate. King Ahaz was instructed to ask 
for himself, any sign that exist in the heights of the 
heavens or that exist in the depths of the earth. Keep in 
mind that the sign is for King Ahaz and is intended as 
proof that Ahaz will be delivered from the two invaders, 
northern Israel and Syria. "Hut Ahaz said. I will not ask. 
neither will I tempt the Ijord." "And he said. Hear ye 
now, Oh House of David, Is it a small thing for you to 
weary men, hut will yc weary my God also?" 

King Ahaz refused to ask for a sign because of his 
arrogance, stubbornness and he thought that God could 
not perform it, even if he did ask because he believed in 
another god, not the true God. Then Isaiah said, here ye 
now Oh House of David." This is an expression of 
ridicule. Redak said that when a person's ancestor's 
name is mentioned without referring to his own name, it 
means that he himself, has no merits. The expression. 
"Oh House of David." also is pejorative, this means that 
it has negative and belittling tones. It is the same as if I 
was talking to President Clinton and I address him like 
this: Hear me Oh White House. "Is it a small thing for 
you to weary men?" The Black Hebrew scholar. Ibn Ezra 
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explains this sentence this way: "Is it a little (thing) that 
your kings feel that no man has power against you, that 
you think the same of God?" Also. Isaiah is making the 
point, that Ahaz is wearing God because he refused to ask 
for a sign. The sign would have been assurance that the 
two confederate nations (northern Israel and Syria) would 
not have been able to capture the City of Jerusalem. 

The following verse is rendered from the Hebrew 
Bible: "Therefore, the Lord, of His own, shall give you a 
sign: behold the young woman is with child, and she shall 
bear a son, and she shall call his name "Immanuel" 
(Isaiah 7:14). 

Now, I am aware that most Christian Bibles use the 
word "virgin" instead of young woman. However, in the 
original Hebrew Scriptures, the word bilulah (virgin) is 
not written, only the word almah a young woman. Even if 
the prophet Isaiah would have used the word virgin, it still 
would not have changed the fact that the sign was for 
King Ahaz during his lifetime. Therefore, the sign does 
not apply to anyone who lived over seven hundred years 
later. "For before the child shall know to refuse the evil 
and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be 
forsaken of both her kings." (Isaiah 7:16) The above 
mentioned verse means that before the child is able to 
distinguish between good and evil, this is to say; before 
he reach the age of intelligence (five or six years old), the 
two invading kings will be eliminated. This verse proves, 
without a shadow of a doubt, that the child in question 
lived during the reign of these two kings. 

"The Lord shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, 
and upon thy father's house, days that have not come, 
from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah; even the 
king of Assyria," (Isaiah 7: 17). 

Ephraim, the second name for the northern Kingdom 
of Israel, rebelled and departed from the House of David 
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(of I he irlbc of Judah) right after the death of King 
Solomon. The Cod of Israel is saying to King Ahaz, you 
fear the two invading kings; but the super power thai you 
should fear most is Assyria, which I shall bring in so your 
laud. 

"And it shall conn; to puss in (hat day, that the Lord 
shall hiss for the fly thai is in the upper most prut of the 
rivers of Egypt t and for ihc Ih-l: Hun is in the land of 
Assyria," (Issaiah 7;18). 

The Lord God calls forth flying insects to symbolize 
(hi: two :LiiL:ji:iit super powers who shall invade the land 
of Israel and Judah. After the Assyrians destroyed Syria 
and northern Israel, they conquered all the towns and 
villages in the land of Judah and even set siege to the 
City of Jerusalem. Judah became a battle ground where 
(he two aneienl super powers, Assyria and Egypt clashed 
for the miliary supremacy of the aneienl world. 

Let us now return to the question of the child. All the 
evidence, without a doubt, indicate that the child spoken 
of in Isaiah 7:14 does not refer to anyone who lived 
hundreds of years rafter the death of Isaiah and Kiny 
Ahaz. Moreover, when we consider the entire sequence 
of all the verses in the seventh chapter of the book of 
Isaiah t intelligent men and women know that the sign was 
for King Ahaz. Now T the nest question is; Of ihc child 
that lived during the time of King Ahaz (750 - 22 RC), 
who was the child and who were his parents? Some 
scholars have postulated that the child was, Hczekiah, the 
son of King Ahaz. However,, this is impossible, because 
when we consider the chronology of his years, we 
discover I ha I Hczekiah was born nine years before his 
father's reign. Also, pertaining to this child, his parents 
or one parent would have had to be an outstanding 
figure in our story; and/or the child would have had to 
make some kind of impact on the life of King Ahaz. 
This impact could be implemented directly or indirectly. 
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Discuvwy of the Child 



"And I (Isaiah) went unto the prophetess; and she 
conceived and bare (bore) a son. Then said the Lord 
unto me r call his name Ma her-sha I v l-h ash-baz^ [saiah 
H:3). 

Timv»:is Isaiah's second son, 3ns Mis I son is mentioned 
in chapter 7:X There are at least four other women 
riu: n tinned in ancient Israel, who were prophetesscs 1 
women who were moved by divine inspiration. It is very 
significant thai Isaiah called his wife a prophetess; 
Concerning this matter, I shall expound on a little later. 

"for In: li>re the child shall bavi: knowledge to cry, my 
lather and my mother, the riches of Damascus and the 
spoils of Samaria shall be taken away before the king of 
Assyria, (f saiah 8:4), In this verse, the Lord God is 
saying that before the child (Maheir-shalal-hashbaz) is 
able to distinguish between his parents and other people, 
the King of Assyria will come and take away the riches of 
Damascus (capitol of Syria) and the wealth of Samaria 
(the capitol of northern Israel). The age in which ll child 
is able to tell the difference between his parents and 
others is about one and one half to two years old. 

The Lord said to Isaiah, call his name (his son is 
meant) Ma he r-shalah ■ hash-haz which means the spoil 
spec ck st and the prey hastened. The child mentioned in 
Isaiah 7; 14 is Ihc same child Isaiah called Maher-shalal- 
luish-baz in 8:4. Wow T you will probably say to me, how 
could it be when in 7:14 his mother is supposed have 
called hini Immanucl. This is the very point, the mother 
nicknamed him Immanucl. One Hebrew scholar by the 
name of Rashi supports this position. Another great 
Mack Hebrew, Rabbi Abarbancl. who lived in Moorish 
Spain, maintained that it is possible that when the 
mother heard Isaiah call the child Maher-shalal-hash-baz:, 
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a name prcdicling the Taking oF spoil and loot* she 
exclaimed, Immanuel, may God K- with us. Moi^va, 
when she exclaimed Immanuel, she was uttering a 
prophesy. AfterEill, God had already said that she shall 
call his name tninianuel (Isaiah 7: 14)- According to 
God's word, this was her destiny to do I his been use she 
was a prophetess (Isaiah 8:30), Likewise it was Isaiah"* 
duly to call the child Maher-shalaMtash-baz as God 
commanded. Having a father and mother calling a child 
hy a different name is common; also, nicknames are 
common. 

The name of the child. Imm«nucl h was (he sign that he 
was supposed to have a great impact on King Aha/., not 
so much the child himself. In tact, when Isaiah mentions 
him in Isaiah 8:4, we don't hear anything else about him* 
however, we do hear more alHiut the word or slogan 
Immnnucl, Moreover, there was ample evidence, at that 
time of national crisis of invading Israelites* Syrians. 
Egyptian, Ethiopians, and Assyrians, that the word 
Emmanuel (God is with us) became a slogan and a 
national ha Hie cry of hope, We find evidence of this in 
Isaiah 8:8. where it reads as follows: "And he shall pass 
through Judah, (the King of Assyria, sec verse ?); he 
shall -overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the 
neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the 
breadlh of thy land. Emm; mad" (God hi- willi us in this 
time of crisis is meant). 

The above verse means that the Assyrian armies 
invaded the entire land of Judah and came up to I he 
neck of the capitol. The reek of the capitol is the wall of 
the City of Jerusalem. The head is Hit capitol of the city 
itself. In those days the northern Israelites, Syrians, and 
Assyrians besieged the City of Jerusalem for many years, 
but could iHit capture it. 

Here is anolhcr verse that proves that the word 
"Immanuer became a slogan of hope; Take counsel 
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together, and it slmlE nam: to nought; speak I he word, 
and it shall no! stand: for God is with us." In the 
Hebrew language, the clause "God is with us" is rendered 
Immanuel. 

In the alwwc verse, the prop he 1 Isaiiih is saying ilui 
the enemies of the Jews toi>k secrci counsel to speak of 
their plan to destroy Jerusalem, but their conspiracy will 
not Ik successful, for God is with us. 

The word Imnnmnel continued to be used as a 
n;it tonal slogan of hope lijdu dmvn to i he lime of King 
Hczckiah, the son of Ahaz (II Chronicle 32 :&). 

As I have explained previously, the sign was for King 
Ahaz and his royal court that accompanied him (Isaiah 
7:] 4 and 7r3). The names of Isaiahs sons were for signs 
tor King Ahaz, For die royal eouri. and then for all Israel. 
As it is writ ten: "Behold* I and the children whom the 
Lord has given me are for signs and wonders in Israel For 
the Lord of hosts, which dwelled in Mount Zion (Isaiah 
8:8). The point that (he prophet Isaiah was making was 
that his name and his sons names had important meaning 
for national and interna! tonal events. The meaning oF 
i he names: 

1. Isaiah* the salvation of the Lord. 

2. Shtar-Jashuh, a remnant shall return (Israelites) 

3. Malic r-shalal-hash-baz, the spoil specdest the prey 
haste nest The spoil and the prey was Syria and 
northern Israel, captured by the king oF Assyria. 

4. Immanuel, (the nickname For the above) means, 
GckI is with us. This is the nickname For Isaiah's 
second son, Mala'i-shalaldiash-baz. 

All the personal] lies that I have mentioned in 
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connection with the prophel Isaiah lived during his time 
and I he signs and events ttuit I mentioned were 
completed by the year 711 B.C. 

Now, [iiis haiiiyii ij.h hack to lUl first chapter of 
Matthew. 



Summary 

Jesus, is not the son of David, nor a descendant of 
David as recorded in the first chapter of Matthew. I 
base tiiy position on t lit- tact that Matthew said that Mary 
was found with uhild of the holy ghost (Malt- 1 :! 8). And 
(he) knew her not til she had brought forth her firstborn 
son; and call his name Jesus? (Matt. 1=25)- Since Jesus 
did not have a natural father, according to Matthew, 
Jesus can 1 ! be the descendant of Kind David In Jewish 
law and customs, descent is traced through only the 
males not the females. 

Again. M;LiLliuw said that a virgin shall be with child, 
but according to Isaiah 7:14, the Hebrew word atmuh 
does not mean virgin Even if the word atmuh had 
carried the meaning of virgin, it would not carry any 
weight in support of Matthew's story. I maintain this 
because the sign, which represents the child, was tor King 
Ahaz In his days and time (8lh century B.C.). The sign 
was not for the time that Joseph, Mary and Jesus was 
supposed to have lived; which was seven hundred yi.':irs 
later. The child w;lk ;i kl^ji lor King Ahaz of Judah, as I 
have demonstrated. 



Hezekiah, The Mi^iumc Kins 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; they that dwelled in the land of the shadow of 
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death, upon them tt;is light shined." 

Our prophet Isaiah compared the people of the 
Kingdom of Judah and Jerusalem to blind men who walk 
in darkness. He did this because the people saw no hope 
due to the invasion of the king of Assyria into Judah 
{Isaiah 36:1 - 37:20, II Kings 18:13). The people dwelled 
in a land of the shadow of death, because they were 
confronted with famine, captivity and death, But, hope, 
light, and salvation came to them, finally, by the 
destruction of the Assyrian army of 1 335,000 men (Isaiah 
37:33, II Kings 19:37, II Kings 1 9:3). 

Tli«u hii-Ht multiplied the nation, and not increased 
the joy: they joy before [hex- ; voiding to the joy in the 
harvest, as man rejoice when they divide the spoil" 
(Isaiah 9:3), 

When (he kings of Assyria invaded Isruvl and Judah, 
they captured all the (owns and cities except the City of 
Jerusalem, This means that King Ahaz and his son 
Hczckiah ruled over the City of Jerusalem only. (11 
Kings 152% I Chronicles 5:26, II Kings 17:1-6; II Kings 
18:13; II Chronicles 32:1; Isaiah 3frrl). In view of (he 
fact that when the Assyrian army was destroyed, the 
Kingdom of Judah was increased and praised in the eye 
sight of the nations. 

And nut increased the joy:" The top rated Hebrew 
scholars explains this phrase to mean He has not 
increased the joy of the enemy to give him victory." They 
joy before thee according to the joy m harvest." The 
Israeli les rejoiced over the defeat of the Assyrian army 
just as (hey did at ihc spring and tall harvests. The 
barley harvest took place around the lime of the 
Passover* the wheat harvest, just before the Feast of 
Weeks, ;md lIh- i'jjII harvest, just before the Feast of 
Tabernacles. During these three holidays, all Israeli le 
males had to appear at Jerusalem to celebrate (Exodus, 
23:14 and Deuteronomy 16:1,5-16). "As men rejoice 
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when they dividr Tlu: spoil." All men rejoice when they 
capture the properly, booty and wealth of their enemies 
(Psalms 119:162). 

Tor thou hast broken the joke of his burden and the 
staff of his shoulders* the rod of his oppressor* as in the 
day of Midi it n n (Isaiah 9:4). The triple metaphors yoke, 
staff, and rod tmployed in I lie above verse, symbolizes 
iliu trouble, hard ship and oppression that the king of 
Assyria imposed on King Hezekiah of Jerusalem, King 
Sennacherib of Assyria captured all the cities of Judah 
and set his genuaK to besiege the eapitol of J eru sale m. 
Jerusalem was tow on supplies* and facing impending 
danger of destruction and a state of panic had set in 
deeply. Because of the state of affairs* Hezekiah prayed 
and God sent a plague which broke and destroyed the 
Assyrian army (II Kings 19:34-37). 

"For the battle of the warriors is with contused noise, 
and the garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with 
burnings and fuel of fire" (J sai ah *>:5). Although the 
main force of the one hundred and eighty-five thousand 
Assyrian soldiers were encamped near the border of 
Rgypt or in southern Judca, but no doubt, there were 
other smaller contingents of soldiers in northern Judea 
and Israel These contingents, of Assyrian soldiers had to 
be wiped out and destroyed. Whenever a battle happens; 
the hoofs of the horses and the clamor of striking the 
swords against the shields make noises; and the death of 
the soldiers causes the garments to be soaked; in blood, 
thereby, being eventually burned in the fire. 

"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall he upon his shoulder: and his 
name shall be called wonderful, counsellor mighty god, 
the everlasting father, prince of peace" (Isaiah 9:6}. This 
verse has been given a Christological interpretation for 
hundreds of years by the church. The church maintained 
that this us a prophecy of Jesus Christ. The true meaning 
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was drawn out of context and placed at a futuristic time 
when in fact* the interpretation applies to the time of 
King Ahaz and his son Hezekiah, When the prophet 
Isaiah saw the vision, the child was already born and this 
son was already designated and given to be the heir to 
the throne of his father King Ahaz, 

Tur unto us u child is born, unto us a son is given." 
This parallel statement is used in the passive voice in the 
Hebrew language mid is iu>[ written in the future tense. 
In light of this, we must keep our thoughts in the time of 
Ahaz and Hezekiah, When we follow closely the events 
surrounding King Hezekiah and the crisis confronting his 
nation. It alt makes sense, The Talmud and the top rated 
Hebrew, scholars such as Rashi and Redak maintains that 
Hezekiah was the child and son thai was born and given 
to the nation of Judah. Hezekiah was the descendant of 
David, heir apparent, the mess [ah or anoi nted king, 
therefore, the deliverer of his nation in a time of grave 
international crisis. "And the govern muni shall be »n his 
shoulder," A better Hebrew translation of the above 
would be: "the government is on his shoulder". King 
Hezekiah had I he broad serious responsibility to lead, 
direct * guide and encourage his people during a time of 
war. As a result, he was called "wonderful, counsellor,'' 
because he accepted and gave counsel with his princes 
and the people (II Chronicles 30:2). He was called 
mighty god, which means god-like, because he feared 
God and did what was right. Sometimes the rulers and 
judges were called gods, especially when they acted 
righteously. In Exodus 2l:n, where it says "unto the 
judges" h in the Hebrew language, the word gods is used 
and refers to the judges. The child or son was called 
everlasting fathers, because he was a true dedicated 
father to the whole nation, George Washington, the first 
president of America, was called the father of our 
country. King Hezekiah looked after the affairs of the 
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nation and his people (II Chronicles 2&1-36, It Kings 
18:1-7). King Hezekiah was, the everlasting father of his 
nation, meaning he was father of his nation until his last 
Jays on earth. For example, when a person says he or 
she will love a person forever, they only mean until their 
death. King Hezekiah was called 'prince of peace.' 

Thus the Lord saved Hezekiah and the inhabit ants of 
Jerusalem fff>m the hands of Sennaehe-rtb* the King of 
Assyria, and from the hands of all others, and guided 
them on every side." "And marry brought gifts unto the 
Lord to Jerusalem and presents to Hezekiah, King of 
Judah; so that lie was magnified in the sight of all nations 
from thenceforth" (II Chronicles 32:22). 

After the Lord had destroyed all of King Hezckiah's 
enemies, he had complete peace in the land for a long 
time: hul in the days of his t'aihci King Ahaz, there was 
no peace- Read the words of King I Iczekiah: Then said 
Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of the Lord which 
thou has spoken. He said moreover, for there shall be 
peace and Luitri in my days (Isaiah 3 ( ^S). n 

Peace at last, peace at last. Hezekiah was "the Prince 
of Peace." Moreover, as many commentary on the next 
verse will show, it should leave no doubt in your mind 
that Hezekiah was the prinee- 

"Of the increase of hi* government and pcu^ theru 
shall be ru» end, upon the throne of David, und upon his 
kingdom, to order it, und to establish it with judgement 
and with justice from henceforth even forever* The seal 
of the Lord nf host will perform this" (Isaiah 9:7), 

During the lalh'r years of King Ilcisekiah, his 
government and territory was increased- However, to 
fully understand the expansion of his nation in later years 
wu must first gel a good understanding of the size of his 
dominion before the increase took place. As I 
mentioned before, King Sennacherib of Assyria invaded 
Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah about the year 
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701 B,C The book of II Kings 18:13 relates that this 
Assyrian king came up against all the fenced cities 
(walled cities) of Judah and captured them. Finally* he 
set siege to the walled City of Jerusalem and demanded 
the surrender of the City. King Hezekiah, who once 
ruled over all the territory of Judah which included about 
fifty cities and towns, now ruled only within the walled 
City of Jerusalem. The situation of King Hezekiah can 
be compared to a oriee-frcc bird, which is now locked up 
in a small cage. The conditions at thai time were so 
serious that it put King Hezekiah in a state of panic (II 
Kings 19:3). 

However, after the defeat and destruction of the "arm 
of flesh," the Assyrian army. King Sennacherib returned 
to his own land and was murdered by his sons {II 
Chronicles 32;2l). Because of the destruction of the 
Assyrian army, Sennacherib was no longer a threat to the 
territory of Israel and the kingdom of Judah. After the 
defeat of the Assyrians, many people who look refuge 
inside ot die Ciiy of Jerusalem, ikiw relumed irv their 
homes in the other towns, cities, and the countryside of 
Judah and Israel. Many Israelites, whom the kings of 
Assyria had taken into captivity, previously, escaped and 
returned to the land of Israel {II Chronicles 30:6). Tens 
of thousands of Israelites exited the City of Jerusalem in 
great joy; they could now inhale the breath of air of 
freedom and return to their homes and farms in other 
parts of Israel, They could now live without the fear of 
war; they could now wort, and get on with their lives, 
raise families without being cramped up like sardines in 
a can. The sardine can was tlie City of Jerusalem with its 
overcrowded population of refugees from other cities and 
the countryside. 

Whun peace prevailed in the land of Israel and Judab, 
Hezekiah was not only lIu- ki:u: over the City of 
Jerusalem, but he came king of all the cities, towns, and 
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countrywide in the laud of Israel. The territory and 
government of Hezckiah. which during ihc Assyrian 
War s t was limited only lo Jerusalem but during this time 
of great peace, his government was increased to include 
all Israel from the City of Deer She ha in the South to the 
district of Dart in the North. The district of Dan was 
approximately, opposite Lebanon- This period of time 
fulfill}; Isaiah's prophecy when he said the following: rt 0f 
the increase of his government and peace thtre shrill he 
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
Kingdom, to order it and to establish it.-" King Hezckiah 
sat on l hi- throne of David and Solomon, hut Jesus Christ 
never sat on the throne of David, nor any other t hunts: . 
Hezckiah was success fu! in all his objectives (II 
Chronicles 32:3*1) and the Creator of the universe 
defeated his enemies; Imt according to the New 
Testament, the Etonians crucified Jesus who was never 
successful against Rome. 

fleKeki:ih Ivi-iirm- k i 11^ when he was twenty-five years 
old; and at this lime, lie w:is kmg only over the City of 
Jerusalem., hut during the last fifteen years of his life* he 
was king over all Israel- Hezckiah promulgated a dcCrCc 
that all Israelites must come to Jerusalem to keep 
Passove r no matter how far away they lived- Many 
people came from all parts of Israel to give allegiance to 
the CiihI of Israel and to King Hezckiah; his dominion, 
jurisdiction, and influence increased greatly, (be sure lo 
read II Chronicles 30:1-17, and 3M) 

N^w. k-[ us deal with the last part of the sentence in 
Isaiah 9:7. "and to establish it with judgement and with 
justice from henceforth even forever." Now, according to 
Isaiah 9:6-7, the child or ion was supposed lo reign on 
the thmne of David, increase his kingdom, and lo 
establish it with judgement (justice) and righteousness-" 
The word judgement should Ik justice, because in the 
Hebrew language, the word "rtwhpur in this context 
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means justice, not judgement. The next question is did 
King Hezckiah establish his kingdom in justice ami 
righteousness? Did he perform the right thing according 
to the law and will of God? 

History indicates that Hezckiah was unlike his father 
Ah; i/, who was very wicked. Aha? worshiped idol gods, 
closed ilu: Temple, and burned some of his sons in the 
fire {[[ Chronicles 28:1-5). However, Hezckiah was 
altogether different. He opened the Temple, ordered the 
priest to clean and sanctify ii and lo offer the sacrifices 
to the Lord (H Chronicles 29:3; 29:13; 29:27). Hebrew 
history confirms the fact that King Hezckiah inherited 
the throne of David and established his kingdom in 
justice and righteousness: "And he did that which was 
right In the sight of the Lord, according to all that David 
his lather had done " Moreover, it is written elsewhere: 
"And thus did Hezckiah throughout all Judah, and 
wrought Chat which was good and right and true before 
the Lord his God" (IT Chronicles 29:2 and 31:20). 



Siiuimury 

Isaiah 9:2, "The people that walk in darkness have 
seen great light." The people that walked in darkness, 
gloominess, and that dwelled in the land of (he shadow 
of death were Jews thai were facing a dim future and 
death, because of the invasion of the Assyrian army 
throughout the entire land of Israel. The light that they 
saw was the destruction of the Assyrian army and the 
new advent of peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

Is Jesus Referred lo in Isaiah 52;13 and 53:1-12? 
It is the belief o|' nuuiy Christian, 1 ; that Jesus is idludcd to 
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in Isaiah 52i]3-15 T and all of the 53rd chapter. I shall 
explain some of the moat important verses in these 
chapters, fn fact, like most chapters in I he Hebrew 
Scriptures, these chapters under review speaks primarily 
about the nation of Israel. 

"Behold my servant shall deal prudently, he .shall be 
exalted and extolled, and he very high" (Isaiah 52; 13). 
Musi of i he Hebrew and Christian scholars agree that the 
expression "my servant" refers to the nation and people 
of ferae]. For proof, I refer you to Isaiah 44:1 . "Yet now 
hear, Q Jacob my servant; and Israel, whom 1 have 
chosen," (read also 44:21 and Jeremiah 30:10). 

"As many were astonished at thee; his visage was so 
marred more than any man" (Isaiah 52:14). Many people 
were aston ished a t the nation of ihe Israelites whom I hey 
took into captivity. The nations of the world became 
surprised at the visage, appearance and low conditions of 
the Israelites that they put in captivity, slavery, and exile. 
Moreover, the Jews and Hebrews were persecuted and 
marred more than any other people. When the prophet 
Isaiah employed the word "his^ Isaiah is referring to the 
nation and people of Israel in slavery, exile, and under 
persecution, 

"Who has believed our report? and io whom is the arm 
of the Lord revealed'.'" The great Hebrew scholar Rashi 
explain* this verse; Thus will the nations tell lo one 
another, 'Had we heard from others, what we sec, it 
would hi' rnihelievuhu'." The arm of the Lord was 
revealed to Israel. The arm ot the Lord is his glory, 
power, revelation, and greatness that he revealed to 
ancient ferae I, as it is written. "Fear and dread shall In If 
upon them; by the greatness of Thine :Lrm„," {Esodus 
15:1 6; 6:6 a nd Fsa I m 1 47: 19). In conclusion, I he nai tons 
would say to one another if we had not seen with our 
own eyes the persecution, degradation, and low 
conditions of the Hebrews* we would not have believed 
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it; and because we have seen their persecution and 
oppression, is it to this people that the arm of the Lord 
has been revealed? 

*For he shall grow up hero re hiin as a tender plant, 
and as a root out of a dry ground: he has no form nor 
comeliness; and when we shall sec him, there is no 
beamy that we should desire him." The phrase "For he 
shall grow up" (grew up) is used in ihe King James 
version, but in ihe revised version of the bible, the past 
tense is used: "For he grew up." The past tense is correct 
because the past tense is used in the original Hebrew 
language. In this verse, ihe subject "he" is used twice and 
it refers to the nation and people of Israel collective ty. 
The same logic is used when wc say England, she was a 
gre at world powc r; the singu la r ptonou n "s he* refe r red to 
the entire nation. This logic is also corroborated by 
other historical a nd biblical facts; for example, Isaiah 44; 1 
reads as follows; 'Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant and 
Israel whom I have chosen." Jacob is ihe servant of God 
and Jacob is a singular noun and this word refers to the 
entire nation of Israel, Again, it is written in another 
place: "Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine clecl", ,. 
(Isaiah 42;!}. In this verse, the singular noun "servant' 
refers tnlkctivdy If. ihe people nf Mni (his is 

confirmed, without a doubt, by Isaiah 44:21, which reads 
as billows: Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou 
in l my servant: [ have formed ihee; thou :m my ^ivanr.; 
O Israel, thou shall not he forgotten of me, 

(Je ne rally, we use the feminine pronoun she to refer 
to a nut ion, for example, England 'she is a great world 
power." However, in the book of Isaiah, he constantly 
uses the masculine pronoun "he." In (his chapter, why fe 
this? The reason is that Isaiah had to use the masculine 
form "he" because "he" agrees in gender with the 
masculine noun Jacob (Israel) which makes grammatical 
sense. The conclusion of 1 [ebrew scholars is thai when 
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the word "he" is mentioned in the titty -third chapter of 
Isaiah, it refers to itie nation of Israel or its pcoptc 
collectively. 

Isaiah 53:2, "And he {Israel} ercw up before Kim us it 
tender plant* and as a rwt out of the dry ground -" 
Until now, Israel was in captivity before God as a tender 
plant and as a root which sucks from the dry ground 
without waiter. "He has DO form nor comeliness; and 
when we shall sec him, (here is no bcauly thai we should 
desire him. H The meaning of the parable is this; When 
ancient Israel was In captivity and exile in Assyria (in a 
low a i dun) I sj lic I did nol have ;siiy fur in or beauty 
worthy to look upon, other words, there was nothing to 
admire him for nor to desire hifn. 

Thc same is true For the African Hebrews that were 
transported to America as slaves. When various ethnic 
groups see the low conditions of ihc Black man in 
America, they see no reason 10 admire him nor desire 
him, but only to beat him merciless, like Iheydid Rodney 
King, 

1 lv h despised and lejceicd ■■■■r men; .1 man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our 
faces from him; he was despised and we esteemed him 
not." The nation of Israel and the Hebrews arc despised 
and rejected of men; I his means despised by the nations 
of the earth, Isaiah mentions all Israel as one man 
(Isaiah 44:2) "Fear not, O Jacob, my servant." (44;1) 
"Yet now here, O Jacob, my servant; and Israel, whom I 
have chosen." The nation of Israc] is a people "of sorrow 
and acquainted with grief,"' Tins means a people who 
endure pain and great suffering like the African tie brews 
in America. 

"And we hid as it were our faces from him, M The 
correct translation from the original Hebrew is thus: "and 
as one who hicks his face from us," Trie famous bible 
commentator, A,S. Hartom explains (his expression like 
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this: When the oppressors see the Judcans and the 
Hebrews, the sight of ihcm arouses hatred and many of 
rhe slave masters and lln.ii sympathizer* litd or turned 
their faces so they would not have to look upon the 
African Hebrews. This kind of altitude is very wide 
spread in America, where many whites would move away 
from Blacks so they will not have 10 look upon them nor 
associate with them. 

At this time, I don't see any need 10 explain all the 
verses in this chapter. I thtnk mast of my readers 
understand the pnini ihat the word "he' so frequently 
used, refers to (he Israelites as a whole nation and not to 
one man. 



All Overview 

In the book of Isaiah, 52i]-6, the prophet emphasizes 
Chat Zion (Israel and Judati) shall be exalted from its low 
state of eaplrvtly and shall he redeemed like she was 
redeemed from the oppression of ancient Egypt. 

The book of Isaiah 52:7-2 proclaims the redemption 
which shall appear on the mountains of Judah; and the 
preparation of the captive exiles to return to I heir 
country, for (lie Lord is their leader and He wilt fight for 
them, 

Isaiah 52:13-15 describes the situation of tKe servant 
of the Lord (Israel) after the redemption, and stress the 
change from physical and psychological oppression to 
freedom -, statehood, and exaltation. Furthermore, it is 
important to remember that these verses include the 
words of ihc God of Israel. 

However, in Isaiah 53:1*10, these words consist of the 
words of the various nations, Isaia h saw the vision of the 
Lord (Isaiah 1-1} Whertthc Lord spoke in the vision he 
recorded the words of the Lord; and when the nations 
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spoke, he recorded (host words also. Moreover, in Isaiah 
53:1 1 the Creator spoke these words: "He shall see of the 
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servants justify many- for 
he shall bear their iniquities." The iniquities of the nation 
are meant. The Israelites bore the iniquities oniie nations 
by suffering, from slavery, persecution, and oppression, as 
the African Hebrews suffered in America, Also, in Isaiah 
53: 1 -10, the nations confessed that they sinned against the 
Israelites and that Israel was fox them atonement and they 
recognized now, the greatness of the returned Israel. 
Furthermore, tl is probable that beginning with verse 
seven the prophet spoke. In Isaiah 53:11-12, the God of 
Israel spoke and confirmed the confession of the nations 
that they sinned against Israel by persecuting them. 
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PostScript 



1 could have written a book of a thousand pa^es but the 
research and lime would have required another two years to 
complete. It is my belief that I have not dealt with every 
tone or question that may be on the minds of my readers; 
nevertheless. I hope that, with the help of the Creaior, I have 

Hivun you :j better LLruli.TsL:.indin^ tri' what HCtUtillj transpired 

in ancient Judea. Although I have shared much knowledge 
with you, I don't claim to know it all and the more I learn, 
the more I realize how much mote mere is to know. 

In the near future, I intend to write a sequel to this book 
in order to cast more light on this period oi Roman 
dominated Judca/Patcsiine. In closing. 1 am asking you to 
buy as many copies of this book as possible. Your generous 
extra orders and purchases will enable me to continue to 
keep this book in print. I am thanking you in advance for 
your warm hearted undemanding and consideration. 

Sincerely* 



Rudolph R. Windsor 
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REIKI 



(Rei: God'* Wisdom »r I he Higher Power ) 
( Ki: Life Force Engcrgy) 

What is Reiki? 
Spiritually guided life force energy 

An ancient Japanese technique for stress reduction 
and realization that also promotes healing. It is 

administered by "laying on haods" and Es based on 
I lie idea that an unseen "life force energy" flows 
tli rough us and is what causes us to be alive, If 

one's "fife force energy" is low, then we arc more 

likely to get sick or feel stress, and if it is high, we 
are more capable of being happy and healthy. 

A treatment feels like a wonderful glowing radiance 
thai flows through and around you. Reiki treats the 
whole person including body; emotions, mind and 
spirit creating many beneficial effects that include 
relaxation and feeling of peace, security and well 

being. 

The Essential Body offers Reiki sessions 

For information or appointments, please call or 
write to: 

Rev, Mary L Windsor 
6555 Newborn Drive 
College Park, G A 30349 
770-969-2293 



